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ADVERTISEMENT. 


S Eliſabeth advanced in 
years, the Engliſh turned 

their eyes more and more to- 
wards Scotland, and were eager 
to prevent each other in court- 
ing the favour of their future 
monarch. Aſſurances of attach- 
ment, profeſſions of regard, and 
promiſes of ſupport, were offen- 
ed to James from every corner 
of the kingdom. Cecil himſelf, 
perceiving what hopes Eſſex had 
founded on the friendſhip of the 
Scottiſh King, and what ad- 
vantages he might have derived 
from it, thought it prudent to 
ſtand no longer at a diſtance 
from a Prince, who might ſo 
ſoon become his maſter. But 
being ſenſible, at the ſame time, 


how dangerous ſuch an inter- 
* courle: 
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* courſe might prove, under a 


miſtreſs naturally jealous, and 
whoſe jealouſy grew ſtronger. 


by - 
6c 
cc 
ce 
% he carried it on with all the ſe- 
66 
cc 


„ Character.“ 


The correſpondence to which. 


Dr Robertſon here alludes, is now. 


preſented to the public: It was. 


conducted on. the part of Cecil by 


Lord Henry Howard, afterwards. 


Farl of Northampton: The confi- 
dents eniployed by King James. 


were the Farl of Marr and Mr F4-. 


ward bruce of Kinloſs. Notwith- 


itanding the anxious and repeated. 


injunctions of Cecil © to deſtroy 
&6 


the 


with old age, though he entered. 


into a correſpondence with him, 


crecy and caution neceſſary in. 
his ſituation, and peculiar to his. 


every letter, great part of this 
correſpondence has been preſerved. 
Some of the original letters are in. 
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the Advocates Library, at Edin- 
burgh; copies of others, tranſcri- 
bed from the archives of the fami- 
ly of Marr, are in the pollethon of 
Earl Hardwicke. 

The ſecret inſtructions, which: 
ſtand firſt in this collection, were 
publiſhed by the worthy and in- 
duſtrious Dr Birch, in his © Me- 
** moirs of Queen Eliſabeth,” vol. 2. 
p. 510.3; but, by following too 
{crupulouſly the uncouth ſpelling. 
of King James, he left this curious— 
piece altegether unintelligible to 
moſt Englith readers. I have printed 
it from the original, without any 
alteration except as to orthography. 
All the other letters are now for 
the firſt time publiſhed. 

In the notes to this edition, ſome: 
obſcure phraſes are explained, and. 
ſome hiſtorical patilages illuſtra- 
ted. I muſt however acknowledge, 

that 
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that there are various particulars 
in the letters, of which I do not 
comprehend the meaning. The 
correſpondence itſelf is myſterious, 
and contains many imperfect hints 
and alluſions, for underſtanding of 
vrhich, great knowledge in the hi- 
ftory of that age would be requi- 
red. The ſtyle of Lord Henry 
Howard is affectedly dark and per- 
plexed; and, to add to the diſtreſs 
of a publiſher, his hand-writing 
is ſcarcely legible. 

By what arts it was that Cecil e- 
ſtabliſned himſelf in the favour of 
King James, and at the ſame time 
ſupplanted his rivals, will appear 
from the peruſal of the following 
ſheets. The reader may probably 
be of opinion, that this conſum— 
mate politician was no leſs ſolici- 
tous to maintain his own power, 
than to ſettle the ſucceſſion to his 


aged benefactreſs Queen Eliſabeth. 
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James VI. King of Scotland, to the 
Earl of Marr, and Mr Edward 


Bruce, his ambaſſadors at the court 
of Ducen Eliſabeth * 


Y Lord, and your fellow-la- 
bourer, according to your 
deſire in your laſt letter, I 


have conſidered upon your three doubts, 
and has [have] thought good hereby to 
ſend you a reſolution thereof under my 
own hand. 

As for the fir, then, how to walk 
ſurely betwixt theſe two precipices of 
the Queen and the people, who now 
appear to be in ſo contrary terms, the on- 
ly right outgate [iſſue] therein is, to be 
well and ſurely informed of the people's 
preſent. diſpoſition and inclination, and 
to conform your behaviour accordingly; 


* I have preſumed to modernize the ſpelling 
of this diſpatch, which would otherw ile be un- 
intelligible to many readers, 


A that 
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that is, to know with which of two 
ſorts of diſcontentment the people are 
preſently poſſeſſed ; whether it be only 
againſt the preſent rulers in the court, 
keeping always that due reſervation of 
love and reverence to the Queen which 
they were ever wont to do; or if the 
diſcontentment be grown to that height, 
that they are not able any longer to 
comport either with prince or ſtate; 
which I can hardly believe, having tint 
[loſt], if they had been ſo minded, ſo 
many fair occaſions as have at this time 
been offered unto them. For if their diſ- 
contentment be after the firſt fort, then 
will they be content, and allow that ye 
keep in good terms with the Queen, 
and dally with the preſent guiders ; 
building, in the mean time, the ſurety 
of your hopes upon the pillars of their 
heart; and if it be after the laſt, then 
are ye to. be reſolved of their courſe 
therein, and by what means they are 
able to effeQtuate the ſame ; upon the 
knowledge whereof, I ſhall then deter- 
minate what your part ſhail be: for, a- 

bove 
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bove all, ye muſt in this errand learn to 
be well fenced; the chief property 
whereof is, to take the time right: 
which will make you eſchew the two 
extremities; either by precipitation to 
mar all for lack of good backing ; or 
elſe by ſtarting too late, (if they groan 
ſo under the burden that they are like 
to faint), to give the people a ground 
of excuſe, that by fuffering them to be 
overthrown for not declaring myſelf in 
time, they were forced to ſue to other 
faints, for ſhunning of their preſent 
overthrow. But, in this laſt point, be 
a care with the facility of the people, 
and the craft of the conncil; for I 
know they concluded, before that ever 
they ſaw you, to deny you whatever 
you craved, thereby to force me to 
kythe [appear] in my own colours, as 
they call it, 

As to your next doubt, it touches 
the main ground of your commiſſion, 
which, if ye deeply conſider, ye can- 
not nuſbehave yourſelves therein. For 
at the time of your diſpatch, things 

A 2 were 
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were ſo miſcarried by that unfortunate 
accident *, as I was out of all hope that 
ye could come any ſpeed at the Queen 
and council's hand, anent [ concerning] 
the main point: and therefore your 
avhole commiſſion was divided into two 
parts; to wit, to deal with the Queen 
and preſent guiders, and to deal with 
the people: with the firſt publicly, 
and for the preſent time; with the 
next privately, and for the future time: 
with the firſt, to obtain a ſurety for 
holding off of evil, ſince there was 
ſmall appearance of the grant of any 
good; with the next, to obtain a cer- 
tain aſſurance for the furtherance of fu- 
ture hopes: and therefore the particu- 
lar points that ye was to crave of the 
Queen and council were, fir/?, to re- 
leaſe, or give juſt puniſhment for cer- 
tain Hd proved offences to all ſuch as 
are detained only for ſpeaking with me, 


Meaning the fall of Eſſex. 


and 
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and ſpecially for poor Ivers &. The next 
is, to give out a plain declaration, which 
muſt be enacted in her own records, 
that I am untouched in any action or 
practice that ever hath been intended a- 
gainſt her, eſpecially in this laſt ; wherein 
I wonder that, according to your former 
letter, ye have written nothing in this 
laſt. The third is, that hereafter a 
difference be put betwixt ſuch honeſt 
men of her ſubjects as ſhall be known to 
love and deal with me, and thoſe that 
practiſe with her greateſt enemies or re- 
bels. The fourth is, that ſhe would li- 
berally conſider of my neceſſities, hold- 
ing forth in that point your ſuit already 
begun, for the lands of my grandmo- 


* Sir William Evers. He was impriſoned 
* for coming ſecretly to ſee the King in Scot- 
* land, which he afterwards abjured, when the 
„ contrary was plain, and ſo only impuged to 
* him in that reſpect pro delicto; Cecil in 
Windwood's memorials, vol. 1. p. 324, 325. 
King James ſet him at liberty immediately after 
the death of Queen Eliabeth; R. Jobnſtan, 
Rer. Britan, Hiſter. p. 186. 
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ther. And the Ia, and of moſt import- 
ance, is, that it would pleaſe her to 
remember her old promiſe, that nothing 
{hall be done by her, in her time, in 
prejudice of my future right, nor 70 
check under cure * reſerved againſt me; 


excepted always, if ſhe be not to en- 


dure as long as the ſun and the moon. 
In theſe heads, ye muſt ſo deal with 
Mr Secretary |, and her principal 
guiders, as ye may aſſure them, that, 
as I find my requeſts anſwered in theſe 
points, I will make account of their 
affections towards me accordingly ; and 
if in theſe points I be ſatisſied, that ye 
have power to give them full aſſurance 
of my favour, eſpecially to Mr Secre- 
tary |, who is king there in effect. 
And as to your doubt in what fort 
to leave there to depart from thence], 


* So the original runs; the ſenſe is not ob- 
vious. 

Sir Robert Cecil. n 

Sir Robert Cecil. He took this hint, and 


profited exccedingly by it, as will appear in the 


ſcquel, 
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it muſt be according to the anſwer ye 
ſhall receive to the former demands: 
for if ye be well ſatisfied therein, then 
muſt ye have a ſweet and kind parting; 
but if ye get nothing but a flat and ob- 
ſtinate denial, which I do ſurely look 
for, then are ye in both the parts of your 
commiſſion to behave yourſelves thus : 
Firſt, Ye muſt be the more careful, 
ſince ye come fo little ſpeed in your pu- 
blic employment with the Queen, to 
ſet forward ſo much the more your pri- 
vate negotiation with the country; and 
if ye ſee, that the people be not in the 
higheſt point of diſcontentment, (where- 
of 1 already ſpake), then muſt ye by 
your labours with them make your 
voyage at leaſt not all utterly unpro- 
fitable, which doth conſiſt in theſe 
points. Firft, To obtain all the 
certainty ye can of the town of 
London, that in the due time they 
will favour the right. Next, To re- 
new and confirm your acquaintance 
with the Licutenant of the Tower. 
Thirdly, To obtain as great a certainty 
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as ye can of the fleet, by the means of 
Lord Henry Howard's nephew *, and of 


fome ſea-ports. Fourthly, To ſecure 
the hearts of as many noblemen and 


knights as ye can get dealing with, and 
to be reſolved what every one of their 
parts ſhall be at the great day. Fifthly, 
To forciee anent [concerning] armour 
for every ſhire, that, againſt that day, 
my enemies have not the whole com- 
mandment of the armour, and my 
friends only be unarmed. Sixthly, That, 
as ye have written, ye may diſtribute 
good ſeminaries through every ſhire, 
that may never leave working in the 
harveſt, while the day of reaping 
come: and generally, to leave all 
things in ſuch ccrtainty and order, as the 
enemies be not able in the mean time to 
lay ſuch bars in my way, as ſhall make 
things remedileſs, when the time ſhall 
come. | 

Now, as to the terms ye ſhall 
leave in with the Queen, in caſe of the 


* Probably Lord Thomas Howard. 
foreſaid 
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ſoreſaid flat denial; let your behaviour 
ever be with all honour, reſpect, and 


love to her perſon; but at your parting, 


ye ſhall plainly declare unto her, that 
ſhe cannot uſe me ſo hardly, as it ſhall 
be able to make me forget any part of 


that love and reſpect that I owe to her 


as to my neareſt kinſwoman; and that 


; the greateſt revenge that ever I ſhall 
take of her, ſhall be to pray to God to 
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open her eyes, and to let her ſee, how 
far ſhe is wronged by ſuch baſe inſtru- 
ments about her, as abuſe her ear; and 
that, although I ſhall never give her 
» occaſion of grief in her time, yet the 
day may come, when I will crave ac- 
count at them of their preſumption, 
2 when there will be no bar betwixt me 
7 and them; and ye ſhall plainly declare 
to Mr Secretary, and his followers, 
that fince now, when they are in their 
kingdom, they will thus miſknow me, 
= when the chance ſhall turn, I ſhall caſt 
a deaf ear to their requelts ; and where- 
as now I would have been content to 
2 have given them by your means a pre- 


aſſurance 
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aſſurance of my favour, if at this time 


they had preſſed to deſerve the ſame; 


ſo now they contemning it, may be aſ- 


ſured never hereafter to be heard, but 
all the Queen's hard uſage of me to be 
hereafter craved at their hands: And 
thus ſhall ye part, without any juſt of- 
fence to the Queen ; pleaſe the humour 
of the people, and uſe no greater threa- 
tenings, than ſuch as I ſhalt be very 
able to perform in the own [proper] 
time : but above all, ye mult not for- 
get to deal as earneſtly as ye can for 
obtaining your declarator, that I am 
clear and untouched in any of thoſe 
practices, which, if by no means ye can 
get granted unto you, then muſt ye 


deſire to be publicly heard before the 


nobility and whole council, and, if it 


can be poſſible, in the Star Chamber, ? 


where having delaited [informed] how 
many vile and untrue calumnies have 
from time to time been ſpread of 
me, that I ſhould have been upon the 
counſel of diverſe practices againit the 
Queen's perſon and ſtate, notwith- 

{ſtanding 
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ſtanding of my ever upright and ho- 
2 nourable dealing with her, that ye are 


come there to declare unto them how, 
in my name, ye have earneſtly craved of 
the Queen and council, that I might 


now be cleared of all theſe imputations; 

which being denied unto you, ye could 

do no leſs than publicly there to pro- 
| teſt ye are, and ever were, ready to an- 
: ſwer, in caſe ſhe would have accuſed 
you of ſuch practices; otherwiſe, if 
| nothing be laid to my charge during 


/ your preſence, that ye proteſt, that 


1 {hall be counted clear of any ſuch im- 
putations for all times hereafter; and 


this for fear of after-checks ; and that 
ye deſire this proteſtation to be enact- 


ed ſ entered in their records; and this, 
ex jure gentium, cannot well be refuſed 


unto you. Ye ſee now, how your 


doubts obſcurely proponed, without 
making me particularly acquainted how 
matters go, hath forced me, againſt 
; my nature, to write rather in an biſtori- | 
cal than logical ſtyle: juſtly ye may be 
28 fore wearied in reading as I was in 
| writing 
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writing hereof. But I muſt conclude 
now, with giving you a check that ye 
are ſo haſty to return, as ye begin to 
count the day thereof before ye ſee the 
end of your errand ; which is of that 
weight, that I as maſter, and ye as 
ſervants, muſt ſet our whole reſts up. 
on the l ging thereof, en- 
not quam cito, but quam bene, you may 
put an end to your affairs there. It 
ſhall not alſo be amiſs, that ye impart 
ſuch parts of this letter to ſuch known 
and truſty friends, as ye know ſhall have 
a ſympathy with their humours ; making 
end with my hearty wiſhes to God, that 
he may ſo proſper your labours, as the f 
fruits thereof may yield contentment to f 
me, a ſecurity to that afſlicted eſtate and 
country, and honour to yourſelves that 
are employed miniſters therein. And 
thus I bid you heartily farewell. 

From Linlithgow, the JAMES R.“ 

8th of April [1601]. 

Whatever may have been King James's cha- 

rater as a man, or his conduct as a monarch, it 


ſeems evident from this diſpatch, that his judge- 
ment was ſound, and his apprehenſion clear, 
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Lord Henry Howard to the Earl of 
Marr. 


Shall not nee to fear any ſurfeit of 

long writing, moſt dear and noble Earl 
of Marr, when my conſtitution and af- 
fection, at the firſt accident that either 
ſounds the name of King James, or con- 
cerns his ſervice, not only digeſts cru- 
dities, but gives a freſh appetite. I 
need no other motive for my encourage- 
ment to adventure my beſt wares in this 
ſhip, than that the pilot's name is Er- 
ine, and as little removed from your- 
ſelf in honour as in conſanguinity. 

I ſhall not need to repeat any thing 
that is written to King James; becauſe 
I think his Majeſty will impart them at 
his leiſure. I will only remember ſome 
particulars, which I could not inſert 
there for fear of ſpinning out my lines 
into great length; and therefore it may 
pleaſe your Lordſhip to ſupply this as 
it were out of a ſecond infuſion. 


B 
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* My Lord of Shrewſbury, of whoſe 
idol's ſublimation, or, at the leaſt, of 


a purpoſe to make her higher, by as 


many {ſteps as aſcend to the ſcaffold, if 
the follow ſome mens counſels, hath 
been deſperately ſick, not only of the 
ſtrangury, but withal of ſuch fevers 
ſymptomatical out of ſmart and agony, 
inſomuch as it is not poſſible, that he 
mould live long in this torment, if it 


continue; ſor the neck of the bladder is ſo 


raw, as it ſhould appear, by excoriation, 
(which is the diſeaſe whereof Hatton the 
chancellor deceaſed), as unleſs they can by 
lenitives diminiſh ſome part of that acri- 
mony which brings on theſe fevers, and 
enforceth him to roar at every avoid- 
ance, which is every hour violenter, 
cannot be perpetua. Now that the 
Queen hath ſatisfied the world, in call- 
ing into her council ſome of the nobi- 


* Some words ſeem wanting to complete the 
fenſe of this paragraph, which 1s very obſcure, 
It is probable, that by the del is meant, the 
unſortunate Lady Arbella Stewart, 
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lity that is truly ancient; I think ſhe 
would be glad, that he ſhould give 


way to another; for ſince his admiſſion, 
ſhe neither aſked his advice in any thing, 
nor ever called him into any cauſe of 
weight, whereof, before his ſickneſs, 
he both complained bravely, and mu- 
tinied. He hath married a daughter“ 
to the nephew f of my Lord of Kent, 
but without addition either of ability 
or allies: for beſide that the young 
Wtleman is of my Lord Simple's 
iſe, and as ſilly as his father-in-law is 
ſhrewd, it is certain allo, that my Lord 
of Kent will not participate oi thote in- 
ventic.ns and practices. One of the 
chiefeſt cauſes that induced my Lady of 
Shrewſbury to deſire ſo much the call- 
ing of her huſband into council, was, 
becauſe ſhe thought that place would 
clear him of contagion, and encourage 
friends to ſhow their affections more 
freely without fear; but I do aſſure 
your Lordſhip, they are leſs reſpected 


* Eliſabeth, + Charles Grey, afterwards 
Earl of Kent, 
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than before, and hold it more danger- 
ous to adhere to a figure with a fraction, 
than to a cipher in his ſingularity. 

The Queen's ſuſpicion of the Duke's 
arrival at the very jump of a parlia- 
ment *, is {ſomewhat gualitied, though 
not wholly quenched, by the. Duke's 
forbearing to ſpeak any thing from the 
King, to diſquiet her; but ſhe is {till 
infinitely offended with the very ru- 
mour both in England, and advertiſed 
ſrom foreign parts, that ſuch a myſtery 
was looked for; and that the people 
ſpeak as freely by this occaſion, as if the 
title had been argued, and eſtabliſhment 


agreed upon. 
The Maſter of Gray writes to Cecil 


earneſtly, that the Duke may be royal- 
ly entertained by her Majeſty, and much 
favoured by Cecil himſelf; becauſe he 
ſays, that King James is inclined ever 
to value thoſe chiefly that are beſt able 
to do him ſervice here. Wherefore he 
doubts not, but if the Duke may be 


Duke af Lenox. It met October 27. 1601. 


ſent 
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ſent home with the favour of the Queen, 
he ſhall be better able to blank ſome that 
have eclipſed him ; which is a thing, as 
he ſays, that many worthy men deſire, 
that would be more induſtrious and 
ready to ſerve the Queen, as he ſays, 
than the Earl of Marr and all his follow- 
ers. This counſel unto Cecil, as he ſays, 
proceeds not out of any particular, but 
out of ſpecial affection to him, and a 
great deſire that he may be rather fitted 
with a friend, whom the (ſtate of Scot- 
land loves and honours, than with ſuch 
as he mult chuſe, if he will chuſe ac- 
_ cording to the flourith of the preſent 
time, as they hate and envy. By this 
it appears, that none of them have yet 
any true light, or likely proof of any 
thing; which pleaſeth Cecil excceding- 
ly. Thus far their practice ſerves our 
turn, to deſcry their malice; and make 
Cecil fee plainly, that according to vos 
and promiſes, he is nobly and ſoundly 
dealt withal; and that for want of de- 
monſtration, theſe active gallants are 
forced to excerciſe their nimble wits in 
* B 3 conjecture 
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conjecture and prophecy. He proceeds 
a little farther yet, and writes to Cecil, 
that King James, ſpeaking with a 
friend of his, ſhould ſay, that he mar- 
velled that, though the Earl of Marr 
brought the packets which he re- 
ceived out of England to his own hands 
continually, yet the Matter of Gray re- 
ceiving advertiſements from ſundry of 
his choiceſt friends, did not deliver 
them *© Hereupon,” ſays Gray, “to 
„ win his favour, without any preju- 
« dice to yourſelf, becauſe your letter 
% contained nothing unfit for him to 
« fee, I ſent him the laſt letter which 
„ I received from yourſelf; which he 
© conceived in very good part: and a- 
bove all, he commended my inten- 
tion and endeavour,” ſays Gray, “to 
make a league between you and his 
treaſurer, which the letter did ſpeci- 
« fy,” In concluſion, he adviſeth 
Cecil to write ſome letters to him pri- 
vately, ſome time, in ſuch a ſtyle, as 
being read by King James, may in di- 
vers degrees do good both to himfelf 
and Cecil; which is the ſcope of his 

induſtry. 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


LETTER un 


induſtry. All this wind ſhakes no 
corn; becauſe Cecil thinks that poetry 
about the packets, that are ſaid to be 
delivered by the Earl of Marr, to have 
been only an artifice to diſcover by Ce- 
cil's anſwer, whether any ſuch convoy 
were fixed ; or in caſe there were not, 
to his knowledge, then to ſtir up in 
Cecil a ſtrong and curious defire to in- 
quire and diſcover who they are in Eng- 
land that love the Earl of Marr with 
true affection. But never was jackdaw 
ſo well cozened in his own ſchool- 
points and quiddities; though Cecil 
forbid me to advertiſe theſe particulars, 
becauſe they are of no great conſe- 
quence to the main: and yet he thinks, 
that any one of theſe ſmall leaks would 
let in a great deal of water into the 
veſlel of our traffic, if the leaſt point 

come to diſcovery. 
* Kildare, out of rage that her grand 
leak 


* All the circumſtances about Lady Kildare 
are very obſcure, Lady Kildare was a widow 
mentioned 
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leak hath had a ſtop, though - with all 
the kindneſs, caution, and conſideration 
that diſcretion can deviſe, as before this 
you know, is almoſt mad; and challen- 
ged Cecil to his face as author and con- 
triver of this inhibition, by diſcover- 
ing ſome things to King James, as ſhe 
had imparted heretofore to himſelf in 
confidence. Your Lordſhip need not 
doubt, but in anſwering, he played his 
maſter's prize, ſometimes {coſling, ſome- 
times braving her. Whereupon I cau- 
ſed 9 to ſpeak with her again, and ſo 
ſtrongly to inſiſt by way of diſcourſe, 
upon probable ſuſpicions, or rather e- 
vident demonſtrations of the ill affec- 
tion of Cecil to King James, as her idle 
apprehenſions might ſpend and vaniſh, 
for want of proof or probability to 


mentioned in ſeveral letters in the ſecond volume 
of the Sidney Papers, as very deſirous of being 
married to Lord Cobham. In one of Mr Row- 
land W hyte, dated at the court at Nonſuch, 23d 
Auguſt 16co, he ſays, „it was credibly ſaid, 
e though it be very ſecret, that my Lord Cob- 
* ham was married to my Lady Kildare,” 
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warrant them. After the round ſpeech 
of Cecil with her, ſhe ſpake with 9 in 
another ſtyle ; aſcribing his malice to- 
ward her, only to the conſtancy of her 
devotion to Cecil. But yet ſhe laid 
down likelihoods of her precedent ima- 
gination, that Cecil was well affected 
to the King ; which both her own re- 
pentance upon better arguments, and 
9's reaſons ſatisfied. She was in ſuch 
a paſſion ont of diſdain, as J aſſure your 
Lordſhip, that if ſhe [had] been diſco» 
vered and detected to the Queen by 
Cobham, as for a week and more the 
Queen's ſtrange countenance to her, 
gave us all cauſe to fear, ſhe was reſol- 
ved to have accuſed Cecil alſo, with as 
many probabilities as ſuſpicion and 
ſpleen could heap together, of running 
the ſame courſe with King James, to 
the utter ruin of all his beſt advanta- 
ges. For to my own worthy nephew, 
the Lord Thomas Howard, who 1s her 
counſellor at theſe hard ſtreights, ſhe 
threatened to break the neck of that 
weaſel (which was her own term) that 


had 
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had diſgraced her; but the particular 
ſhe told him not. 

I think that 9 will ſignify ſome part 
of theſe proceedings ; which I leave to 
him, and only beſeech your Lordſhip 
to preſent this figure to the wiſdom of 
King James ; who will ſoon perceive 
what proportion there is between the 
good that poſſibly can grow from ſuch 
a buſy body as underſtands no ſecret of 
the ſtate, nor ſo much as ordinary paſ- 
ſages (becauſe her own ſex dare not 
ſpeak before her), and the plunge ſhe 
puts the King's friends and affairs to, 
by theſe paſſions and precipitations, up- 
on every accident that troubles her. 
She is now put into the vein of {eck- 
ing by good means to draw Cecil to {a- 
vour King James : and here we mean 
to hold her, till the latter day, for any 
good ſhe ſhall ever work by her endea- 
vour. Tor J have adviſed Cecil, by this 


advantage of her intermeddling, to 


make that impreſſion of his reſpect to 
King James, which may wear out thoſe 
marks which facility had left in her 

mind 
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mind before; and make her ſee her 


own idleneſs in aiming at impoſſibili- 


ties; for believe it, that ſhe keepeth in 
her mind a large memorial of all ad- 
vantages by word or action that may 
hold thoſe perſons in this place in awe, 
that ſhe would reign over. 

God be praiſed, that the King's fall 
did him no more hurt. God ſends 
theſe warnings, to make worthy ſer- 
vants ſee how well it becometh them to 
let him know of what importance theſe 
adventures are; and that this violence 
in exerciſe will every day leſs ſtand with 
his own ſecurity, with his country's 
good, and the grave conceit which the 


world holds of him. This were the 


way for aſpirers and competitors, as 
one ſaid ro Alexander, in capite orbis 
litem finiendi. It were the next mean, 
as one ſaid to David, extinguendi lu- 
cernam in 1ſrael. It were that error 
which diſcretion forbids, to carry elixir 
in a glaſs; and J dare undertake my 
Lord of Shrewſbury would have one 
diſeaſe more than he hath yet, upon 

condition 
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condition that King James would be 
{till as careleſs of his royal perſon, and 
of his future ſtate, as he hath been 
hitherto. But the more eager that 
ſach cockatrices are of like accidents, 
the more ought ſervants of our ſtrong 
affection to quiver and tremble in our 
very ſouls; putting his Majeſty often 
in mind of that old axiom, That fruſtra 
Neptunum invocat, qui bis ad eundem 
impingit ſcopulum. If I were in the 
place of admonition, and by nature 
tongue-tied, as ſome are; I do proteſt, 
that the like occaſion would break the 
ſtring, and give utterance. 

I beſeech your Lordſhip to deviſe 
fome courſe, by direction ot his Maje- 
ſty, how this bad perſon, Hamilton, 
may be diverted eternally from hence ; 
for it is he, that finding by his elviſh 
wit, that there is ſecret motion which 
no man's eye can ſenſibly diſcern, puts 
Kildare in paſſion with ideas of diſ- 
grace ; ſtirs the poor Duke to ambi- 
tion by ſuggeſting weather-galls, and 
infuſeth reaſons and illuſions to Bel- 


trees; 
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trees; who, like an organ, ſounds when 
the other blows, according to the mo- 
tions of his own unquiet thoughts, 
which affect to be ſingular. I have left 


this matter wholly to my letter at this 


time to worthy Mr Edward Bruce, who 
will acquaint his Majeſty and you with 
all that hath paſſed in that myſtery. 
This parliament hath no other ſcope 
nor object than the ſubſidy ; though it 
treat of other matters obiter, but chief- 
ly of pluralities among the prieſts, 
and monopolies * among the laity : 
though little I think will be done, the 
one pinching preſent poſſeſſors, the o- 
ther paring and impairing the preroga- 
tive; which the older the Queen grows, 
the more ſhe will deſire to fortify. 
Touching ſucceſſion, nothing pro- 
pounded in figure, nothing conceived 
in prejudice; but all minds as tho- 
roughly perſuaded of one truth, one 


Many monopolies were given up this parlia- 
ment, and the Queen thought it prudent to 
{bew ſome complaiſance to her people. 


C right, 
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right, one claim, as if all the ſtates 
had concluded it. 


The Queen in all her robes had fal- 
len the firſt day of the parliament, if 
ſome gentlemen had not ſuddenly caſt 
themſelves under that ſide that totter- 
ed, and ſupported her. The King did 
fall without harm; the French King, 
with a great bruiſe; which proves, 
that ſome great planet in this configu- 
ration, was precipitate. But God is gra- 
cious: Et ſapiens dominabitur aſtris. 

Pardon my ſcribbling, dear Lord, for 
Tam infinitely weary. The puniſhment 
I would have laid on the papers them- 
ſelves, and that they may be burned 
when you have peruſed them. I wiſh 
your Lordſhip all happineſs, and my- 
ſelf in your conſort ; for ſo I am ſure 1 
ſhould not be very far from Sol, when 
IT were next to Mercury. Till which. 
happy hour, I reſt now and ever, 

Your Lordihip's moſt affectionately, 

devoted to love and honour you, 
Nov. 22. [1601.] 
HENRY HOWARD. 
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Lord Henry Howard to Mr E. Bruce, 


Oſt dear and worthy Mr Bruce, 

my purpoſe was at this time to 

have imparted this diſcourſe to King 
James with my own hand; though I 
confeſs, that where contidence is in 
common, diſtributions are indifferent: 
But fearing probably leſt his Majeſty 
having taken a ſurfeit of the length of 
that letter which I ſend by this diſ- 
patch, might hold me indiſcreet for 
ſeeking with a carbonado to give him 
a freſh appetite ; wherefore 1 hope you 
will pardon me in uſing your pain to 
impart to King James theſe particulars ; 
and the rather becauſe vou may cull out 
the chiefeſt points that in this ſecond 
freight or after burden come to be con- 
ſidered. It were a greater eaſe both for 
you and me, if I did ſlabber up adver- 
tiſements in paſte, and ſhred the ſub- 
{tance into ſuch ſmall pieces as would 
C 2 leſs: 
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leſs offend the ſtomach, and were more 
fit for a pye than for a prover ; but 
knowing that it is not poſſible without 
infuſion of all ingredients to make that 
ſovereign reſtorative that ſhould do 
good to King James, I pre{ume of your 
patience, holding it a leſs ſault to pre- 
lent the matter in li oſtaſi, with de- 
claration of all due circumſtance, where- 
by the perſon whom it chiefly concerns 
may know both what and how to judge 
ex libertate arbitrii, than to tie him 
to the meaſures of my own conceit, 
which is inferior to his, or leave will- 
fulneſs to future cenſuring, in cafe that 
any thing were left out by my negli- 
gence, which being plainly laid down 
to the King's deep piercing eyeſight, 
dum res erat integra, might perhaps 
have induced him both to judge and 
to dire& otherwiſe. You ſhall obſerve, 
dear Mr Bruce, by ſome of the letters, 
which I hope by this time are come to 
your hands, that I gave notice of a 
dialogue between the Queen and Cob- 
ham, wherein Cobham ſpiced Cecil as 

foundly 
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ſoundly touching idle apprehenſions of 


his inclining to che ſide of King James, 
as his wit would enable him- You 


know peſide, that when the Queen ex- | 
cuſed Cecil, go as that there were no 
further hope of working his malicious 
Jefire, nor of diſgracing one (without 
ſuch demonſtrations» as it were better 
he were &rangled, than he could pro- 
duce) whom ſhe reputes 4 pillar and 
ſupporter of her ſtate, he made ſhew 
to give pack, and rather fear facility 
chan corruption ja the perſon hom 
he found her ſet and reſolute to zuſti- 
fy. You muſt remember alſo, that 1 
gave you notice of the qiabolical tri- 
plicity, that is, Cobham, Raleigh, and 
Northumberland, chat met every day 
at Durham-houle, where Raleigh lies: 
in conſultation» which awaked all the 
veſt wits of the town out of ſuſpicions 
of ſundry kinds, to watch what chic- 
kens they could hatch out of theſe cock- 
atrice- eggs that were daily and nightly 
ſitten on. Theſe things 1 2M inforced 
to repeat, that that which follows may 

be 
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be better underſtood; for ex ungu hu 
leonem, ex cauda ſcorpionem, ex utriſ- 
gue, id eſt unguibus et cauda, demo- 
nem. 

The firſt canon that was concluded 
in this conventicle, was, That Nor- 
thumberland, who is now by their it- 
luſions, and his own giddineſs, a ſworn 
enemy to King James, ſhould offer 
himſelf as a willing inſtrument to Cecil 
to reconcite him to King James; for 
inter cecos dominatur luſcus; and in 
this concert that have run foreign cour- 
ſes, Northumberland, ont of a reſidence 
of kind affection in his uncle to the 
Queen your mother, makes himſelf 
omnipotent in the good conceit of his 
Majeſty. Of all this I gave notice to 
Cecil ; drawing it, and much more, 
from a perſon whom he truſteth as 
himſelf; for ſucha leaking ſieve did ne- 
ver water the wild gardens of Heſperi- 
des. Cecil being fenced and well arm- 
ed by this precaution, deſired inſinite- 
Iy, that this offer might be made, to 
the end that he might make amends for 


{ome 
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ſome frank words caſt out to him be- 
fore his laſt going over *, of his allow- 
ance of the right of King James before 
any, though he did not mean to make 
circles with Archimedes, while ſiege was 
laid to the city. At the laſt he comes, 
and was ſo well paid in his own coin by 
Cecil, as the fool, finding that he had 
ſet up his candle to a wrong faint, 
began to work back again, and told his 
own wife, that he had rather the King 
of Scots were buried than crowned, 
and that both he and all his friends 
would end their lives, before her bro- 
ther's | great god thould reign in this 
element. The lady told him again, that 
rather than any other than King James 
ſhould ever reign in this place, ſhe 
would rather eat their hearts in ſalt, 
though ſhe were brought to the gallows 


* To his regiment in the army of Prince Mau- 
Tice, 

+ Dorothy, the ſiſter of Robert Earl of Eſſex, 
and widow of Sir Thomas Perrot, married Hen- 
ry Piercy Earl of Northumberland. 


inſtantly. 
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inſtantly. He told her, that the Secre- 
tary had too much wit ever to live un- 
der a man that had i foreign ſtock, ha- 
ving been ſo fortunate under a woman, 
that was tractable, and to be counſel- 
led. The lady told him, that he need 
not long triumph upon her poor bro- 
ther's miſhap, for [if ] he kept in this 
mind, ſhe could expect no better end 
of him than the ſame, or a worſe deſti- 
ny. Thus being newly reconciled / 
que ad conjugalem copulam, which was 
not in more two years before, they de- 
parted in paſſion, not according to the 
rule of the philoſopher, that omne ani- 
mal poſt coitum triſte, but by the diſ- 
temper of an atheiſt, that, beſides 
Raleigh's Alcoran, admits no prin- 
ciples. Within ten days after, he came 
again, but without any other affection, 
than a Flemiſh jade comes to a courſer- 
mare, deſiring only an heir-male, to 
prevent the brothers that are next, 


whom he hates damnably, and proteſt- 


eth to ſome of his friends, that, next 
to his wife, he abhorreth them above 
any, 
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any. After this, he complained ta 
Cecil of his wife's Scottiſh heart, and 
was deſirous that the Queen ſhould un- 
derſtand as much; but Cecil refuſed to 
ſuggeſt, and wiſhed him alſo to forbear; 
becauſe the world would abhor him, 
and of ſuch a kind of malice, and ſo 
grounded, there was no redemption 
nor recovery. The caſe, Cecil told 
him, when a man could not hurt an ene- 
my without hurting himſelf a great deal 
more; and therefore adviſed him, to 
be circumſpect in his own paſſion. He 
faid, That he had much ado to love his 
own daughters, becauſe they were of 
that generation. Cecil replied, That 
they might prove like himſelf, &c. 
The next canon of Durham-houſe 
was, That he ſhould in anywiſe make 
much of his wife for a while, to fiſh out 
the ſecrets of the faction of Eſſex, 
which way they inclined, and who a- 
mong them were affected to the part of 
Scotland, &.; which in truth he follow- 
ed ſo miſchievouſly, working at the firſt 
upon the love and kindneſs of a wife too 
true 
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true and good for him, as before ſome 
warning was given, he did very much 
abuſe her credulity. From thence he 
comes, with meat in his mouth, in- 
forming his {ſweet guides of all thoſe 
myſteries that he eould get out by inſi- 
nuation and flattery. He delivered, that 
all Eſſexians were Scottiſh, and that 
the widow daily prayed for King James; 
that my Lord Henry *, whom he knew 
to be Scottilh, carried that houſe ; for 
though of late he had more diſguiſed 
his aflections than in former times; yet 
he did know, that his ſoul was bent 
thither. Among theſe refuſe wares, 
the thing that ſerved: our turn beſt, 
was, that his wiſe did rail bitter- 
ly againſt Cecil, for being an enemy to 
King James; and that for this cauſe 
the accurſed him. In concluſion, he 
aſſured them, out of ſuch ſcraps as he 
had raked together out of the alms- baſ- 
ket, that all the partiſans in the laſt 


* Lord Henry Howard, the writcr of this let- 


ter. By houſe is meant the family of Howard, 
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tragedy * reſorted to Southampton, 
without impeachment, by the Lieute- 
nant's + ſufferance ; that new practices 
were ſet on broach ; that his own bro- 
ther, Sir Joceline Piercy, did ordinari- 
ly lie with him in the tower; and that, 
in his conſcience, he would, ere it 
were long, make an eſcape, or attempt 
a worſe enterpriſe. 

Theſe wicked villains, Cobham and 
Raleigh, handled the fool ſo cunningly, 
as he gave them his word to break theſe 
ſcandals to the Queen, and, which is 
more, to put into her head a ſuſpicion 
of Cecil's diſpoſition that way, by 
the ſorcery of all the Howards, who 
were vaſſals to that hope, and drew 
him by violence into their conſpiracy. 
When they had encouraged this gallant 
to undertake this enterpriſe, not ca- 
ring much whether Cecil were gall-d 
or Northumberland ruined, pleaſing 
themſelves with the comfort of the ſe- 


All the aſſociates in the wild attempt of Eſ- 


ſex. 


The Lieutenant of the Tower. 
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quel, which they looked for, Nor- 
thumberland's heart failed him, in ſo 
much as he came to Cobham, preſſing 
him to break theſe matters with the 
Queen, and giving his word, that in 
caſe the Queen required proof, he would 
be produced to juſtify. Cobham, that 
had proved the weakneſs of his own 
credit in the ſame courſe before, drew 
back, proteſting, that it was not his 
own particular, but tavoured and 
aſſiſted by his good wiſhes and further- 
ance; becauſe it was the only courſe 
to break the necks of thoſe that, in the 
Queen's affection and Cecil's induſtry, 
ſtood between him and his ends, of be- 
ing called forward to the government. 


All this could not ſet [him] forward, 


after he began to ſhrink, either finding 
out of ſenſe, or being warned by ſome 
friend by caution, how deſperate his 
hazard were, in undertaking to charge a 
perſon of that quality in this eſtate; and 
therefore he reſolved flatly, that with- 
out a breach were firſt made, he would 
not aſſault fooliſhly. Then Raleigh 


took 
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took him? ſingly in hand, but with as 
ſmall effect; wherefore they reſolved, 
upon promiſe of ſecrecy, to break the 
firſt part only at the firſt to Cecil, that 
concerns the meeting in the tower, 
without touching the point of the com- 
bination: which he did accordingly, 
deſpairing of the performance, when 
their Samſon's poſt began to ſhrink, 
knowing that it was not poſhble to fe. 
cret any thing that Northumberland 
did once come to underftand, and 
conceiving craftily, how deep their 


ſhare would be conceived to have been 


in this adventure, if Cecil came once 
to ſcan or judge of it by any caſual diſ- 
covery. Cecil had no ſooner know- 
ledge of this projet by Cobham, who 
adviſed him to adviſe what courſe he 
was [to] take, when Northumberland 
did break with him, which he would 
perſuade him to do preſently, as he did 
indeed the very next day; whereupon 
Cecil, finding that the practice meant 
againſt Southampton formally, did 


pierce himſelf through the other fide, 
D diſſuaded 
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diſſuaded Northumberland by ſuch 
pregnant reaſons, as being heartily a- 
fraid before of the recoil of arrows in- 
diſcreetly ſhot, was now more reſolute, 
and followed the counſel of Cecil /ecun- 
dum literam, and by Cobham's liking 
alſo, when they could make no other 
uſe of it, which was to merit South- 
ampton's thankfulneſs, rather by warn- 
ing him of the danger imminent both 
to himſelf and to the lieutenant, with 
the commendation of all, than to in- 
cur the cenſures of the world, by ra- 


king in the bowels of a man half dead, 


and inſulting upon a poor forlorn hope 
in extremity. This courſe was taken, 


and this frequency cut off by good pro- 


viſion, without hazarding the grand 
lottery ; and ſince that concluſion, Cob- 
ham hath revealed unto Cecil, upon 
proteſtation of ſecrecy, - the ſecond 
point in like manner, whereof he doth 
az certainly know Cobham and Raleigh 
ro be authors and inventors, howſoever, 


Kon LINE TEEN. 
they v ronght artiffcially upon the trea- 
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other's heart, as that himſelf was bapti- 
zed. But this is not the time wherein 
a wiſe man will take knowledge of more 
juggling than he may revenge without 
jeopardy ; for [if] it {ſtood now be- 
tween King James and Cecil upon no 
other terms than in time pait, I dare 
undertake, out of my knowledge of the 
ſenſe he hath of wrong, that once with- 
in a month, according to his former 
cuſtom in theſe caſes, he would make 
their hearts to ake for it : But all this 
ſkirmiſh in projection did end more 
peaceably, without any other markable 
affair, than an admonition to Cecil of 
that which he knew many ways, and by 
many means before, that hell cannot 
afiord ſuch a like triplicity that denies 
the Trinity. 

But now, dear Mr Bruce, that you 
may judge in what a world we live of 
factions and phantaſies, I muſt let you 
know that, whereat you will wonder 
much, and I believe with reaſon; for 
Cobham, finding how impoſlible it is 
to cut the ſinews of Cecil's motion in 

D 2 our 


46 LE FT TT EX - Ih 


our eſtate; and that, like a raging bil- 
low, he doth rather break Inmſett than 
the rock againſt which he beats, finding 
the ſame difference to be between King 
James's greatneſs growing, and his 
own falſe glory diminifhing, thar was 
between John Baptiſt and our Saviour, 
of whom it ſaid, Hunc oportet creſcere, 
illum autem mint, Gg.; either turned 
within five days after, or, at the leaſt, 
feemed to turn another leaf, and taking 
the advantage of the fitnefs of the time, 
wherein he was appointed to accompa- 
ny the Duke * ar his laſt going to the 
Qneen, brake with him, touching the 
conceit which many hold of his affec- 
tion to King James, and, as himſelf hath 
fince imparted with his own mouth to 
Cecil, both excuſed himſelf of impu- 


tations paſt, and vowing future affec- 


tion, which is almoſt miraculous. 
The reaſons which he voucheth unto 
Cecil of his inſinuation to King James, 


* Duke of Lennox, who returned from his 
embaſſy in France by London; Spcttifoode's 
Hiſtory of Scotland, p. 407. 

are 


LE TT OT HEN ML 48 


are theſe: 1. Becauſe, as he ſaid, laughing, 
there is no wiſdom in being taken 
ſleeper, when the game determines. 
2. Becauſe he doth diſcover, that tho” 
Cecil be no profeſſed friend, yet he is 
no malignant enemy ; and therefore, 
i ſince the King's unfriends begin to quit 
„ ʒ their party in all places, it were a vain 
part for him to contend alone, or to bid 
baſe * fooliſhly. 3. Becavſe the Queen 
herſelf, in her affections, inclines that 
way; and therefore weak encourage- 
ment for any other to ſtand out with 
him, or to ſuppoſe, that any of theſe 
viſees and inventions, that were ſet in - 
hand before, could mine into the life of 
his ſecurity, or the ground-work of his 
expectation. 4. The diſtemper of the f 
ſtate, which would force England ever 
to keep in with him. 5. The temper 
of his own carriage, which cuts off all 
advantages. 6. That Eſſex being dead, 
there might be hope, that King James 


* I do not underſtand this phraſe ; it proba- 
bly alludes to ſome term uſed in play. 
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receiving courteſies of another ſide, 
would negle& the remnant of his confe- 
derates. Laftly, and aboveall, Becauſe 
in working his advantage of the preſent 
opportunity, he was not the further 
from the firſt occaſion that might con- 
tent him better by ſome other courſe, 
that times and changes might offer. 
Thus far he adviſed Cecil alſo to hold 
meaſure, and march with him; and to 
know, that he proteſted to God, no- 
thing in this world was more againſt 
his heart; but that diſcretion, and ſenſe 
of his ſtate preſent, by the decay of the 
prince regnant, and future, by a ſuc- 
ceſſor malignant, urged him. | 

Cecil, that knew by certain late 
courſes undertaken, as you have heard, 
that theſe were not the motives of his 
revolution, (though they might move a 
reaſonable man), but colourably laid 
together by Ralcigh, that his purpoſe 
might be better carried and covered, 

diſcourſed with me about the matter, 
aſſuring me, that the Duke had under- 
taken to clear up all clouds, and breed 


all 
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an inwardneſs between him and his Ma- 


jeſty. 


I told Cecil, that, in my opinion, it 
did not ſkill much what the Duke did 
undertake in this diſtaſte of his own ne- 
gotiation: for the mariner that in a 
{torm vowed to St Chriſtopher a wax- 
percher as big as himſelf, preſented a 
poor ſize of a farthing when he came to 
land, faying, That howſoever ſinners 
overſhot themſelves upon the water, 
yet ſaints upon the land would be rea- 
ſonably fatisfied. The Duke deals, as 
the Spaniſh merchants did at their firſt 
repair to the Indies ; that, when they 
could get no gold, rather than they 
would return empty-handed, brought 
ivory x. I told Cecil, that for me 

to 


*The following paſſage occurs in two MSS. 
copies of Spottiſwoode's hiſtory, which were in 
the library of the Duke of Lauderdale, Dr Pas 
trick Cuming, one of the miniſters of Edinburgh, 
obligingly communicated it to the editor. 

It was expected, that in this parliament 


*« [1601], ſome motion ſhould be made of a ſue - 


* ceflor ; but when they ſaw nothing moved that 
Way, 
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to add caution to ſuch a wit were ſu- 
perarrogant ; but yet I mult needs tell 
him, that the motives which indeed 
wrought moſt with Cobham were ſha- 
dowed and ſmothered. His ends were, 
either, 1. To get an advantage of Ce- 
cil, by participation in conference. 2, 
To keep him at the leaſt from doing 


« way, many dealt in private, to ſtir up the 
« King to ſend an embaſſy for that one buſineſs, 
e upon aſſurance, that the ſame ſhould be aſſiſt- 
«ed; and if the Queen did refuſe, that an army 
„ of 60,000, and thoſe not of the meaneſt, ſhould 
te take the field, and not lay down arms, till the 
©« ſame was obtained; and leaſt their words 
„ ſhould be diſbeheved, they made offer, upon 
% advertiſement that the King would take that 
t courſe, to ſend all their ſubſcriptions in a 
* book, before he ſhould employ any in that 
„ commiſſion, I had warrant myſelf from per- 
„ ſons of good credit, to propole this at my re- 
ce turn unto his Majelty ; which I alſo did; but 
% was anſwered, That he did not intend to ſtir 
* up a rebellion in England, or raiſe any mutiny 
* againſt the Queen, but would attend patient- 
ly on God, who, in his own good time, he 
* doubted not, ſhould bring him peaceably to 
« enjoy his right,” 
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that hurt, which otherwiſe it might be 
that he would have done, upon difco- 
very of haunts by his own pioneers. 3. 
To ſearch, by inſinuation, the ſcope of 
the King's courſes, and what perſons of 
account are actors upon that theatre. 
4. Hold Cecil in awe for ever by ad- 
vantage either of his connivance, or of 
his confent. 5. To breathe himfelf up- 
on this bare tree, till he may take a 
further flight. 6. To embark with 
one whom he conceives, as he confeſ- 
ſed plainly to Cecil, not to be much 
affected to the Earl of Marr and Mr 
Bruce; both which he doth hate mor- 
tally. 7. To draw from King James 


ſuch effects of love and confidence, by 


communication of intelligence, as 
might raiſe his preſent fortune with the 
Queen, which is the mark whereat his 


coloured ambition doth aim, by giving 


check without diſcovery. Theſe rea- 
ſons Cecil believes to be the motives ; 
and therefore anſwered to Cobham's 
plain confeſſion, That he made a great 
adventure, if King James were either 

malicious 
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malicious or humorous, conſidering his 
ordinary axiom both ſince the death of 
Eſſex and before, delivered with paſ- 
ſion, and often openly, That it was not 
poſſible for any man to be a loyal ſub- 
ject to his gracious miſtreſs, that re- 
ſpeted King James in any degree, ei- 
ther preſent or future. Cobham 
ſaid, That ſuch fervent ſpeeches were 
eflects of zeal, and ſo to be interpret- 
ed. Cecil faid, That he would nei- 
ther make nor meddle with his courſe, 
but he had done that which he would 
not adventure for his ſtate, but hoped 
that her Majeſty ſhould outlive him; 
and after her, ſetting aſide conſcience, 
which ought ever to favour right, he 
was indifferent which way ſoever it 
ſhould pleaſe God to diſpoſe of the mo- 
narchy. This cold anſwer pleafed not ; 
but there was no further help, where 
caution had ſealed up ſecrecy. 

The very next day Raleigh came to 
him with the ſame brave flouriſhes of 
confidence and love, but touching the 
main point more reſervedly; for he de- 

nied 
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nied any kind of proffer of devotion or 
kind affection to have been made to 
King James from him by the Duke, but 
proteſted, that the Duke had ſent ear- 
neſtly to crave conference with him pri- 
vately, which he had denied with a gal- 
lant anſwer, That he had been over deep- 
ly engaged and obliged to his own mi- 
ſtreſs to ſeek favour any where, and 
ſeemed in a ſort to take the motion 
unkindly, that ſhould either divert his 
eye, or diminiſh his ſole reſpect to his 
own ſovereign. Cecil anſwering, that 
he did well, and as himſelf would have 
made anſwer if the like offer had been 
made; Raleigh, without any lung diſ- 
ſimulation, went roundly to the point, 
deſiring Cecil to let the Queen know 
the particular, what had been offered, 
what anſwered. From this courſe Ce- 
cil diſſuaded him by many reaſons ; as, 
that the Queen would rather mark a 
weakneſs that give the Duke encou- 


ragement, than praiſe his reſolution. 
. Acvvin, that it would be thought a mo- 
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preſent by diſhonour, and in the fu- 
ture by danger, do more hurt than it 
could ever do him good any way. And 
thus ended the comedy, wherein I note, 
that, like a birchen rod that is caſt in 
the fire when the fault is puniſhed, they 
have both in ſome ſort entered into a 
kind of treaty, without admitting Nor- 
thumberland into the leaſt part of the 
reckoning : A fit cover for ſuch a cap, 


and a [proper] reward for ſuch a co- 
Zener. 


The courſe which in this caſe Cecil 
would adviſe you to take if it pleaſe 
his Majeſty, to whoſe deep we ſubmit 
our judgment, both in this and -all o- 
ther points, is, firſt, to acquaint his Ma- 
jeſty with ſo much as is ſet down con- 
cerning the Duke's dealing with Cob- 
ham and Raleigh, before the Duke ar- 
rive; that by comparing his report with 
that which the other did impart with 
their own mouths, fo if it pleaſe you 
by the next diſpatch to ſignify the par- 
ticulars, we may be able preſently to 
advertiſe King James, whether is moſt 


like 
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like by circumſtance to add or diminiſh, 
without diſcovering one ſyllable. You 
mult not touch one word in your letter 
of the conſultations and canons of Dur- 
ham-houſe, becauſe J had not warrant 
to advertiſe them, although I were the 
inſtrument of bringing the chief things 
to diſcovery. The King's anſwer Ce- 
cil would have to conſiſt by word of 
mouth upon theſe points to the Duke, 
That his Majeſty taketh this apology 
and offer in good part, as effects of a 
well-meaning mind ; for though he 
would be loath to give offence to her 
Majeſty, whom [he] defires in all 
things to content, by wooing any ſubject 
of hers during her uwn time; yet is he 
glad of all mens kind affections, with- 
out prejudice to the duty which they 
owe to one above all, and carries in his 
mind a purpoſe to be thankful to wor- 
thy perſons according to the meaſure 
wherein they merit ; if the Duke crave 
traffic with theſe gallants of intelli- 
gence by correſpondency of King James, 
Cecil deſires him not to yield to it in 
E any 
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any ſort; for the firſt beginning King 
James may find that their intentions are 
traiterous, and only ſeek, like ſyrens, 
by ſweet ſongs, to draw thoſe paſſen- 
gers within the compaſs of their dan- 
ger, whom they would work upon for 
private ule, and deſire to devour moſt 
eagerly. It ſeems their courſe of traf- 
fic will be from henceforth with the 
Duke, and therefore it is good for 
King James, if it ſo fall out, to take 
all advertiſements in the beſt part he 
can, and will the Duke to return ſuch 
anſwer as his Majeſty would have pre- 
ſented to the Queen; for that is the 
centre of this hollow circumference, 


as by the beginning it appears probably: 


for any wiſe under that lock of confi- 
dence and hopes, which is of proot a- 
gainſt all the picklocks either of the 
one or the other ſtate, let us underſtand 
the ſcope of their proceedings, out of 


which if we make not as good uſe for 


the King, and with as good workman- 
ſhip as you can wiſh, then conclude 
that you deal with bunglers. The 


temper 


. 
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temper which we would humbly be- 
ſeech King James, for his own ſecurity 
and ſervice, to uſe with them, is nei- 
ther to give them advantage by encou- 
ragement of intelligence, nor [make 
them] deſperate by contempt of their 
offerings. This good we have gain- 
ed to begin withal, that having li- 
med their own fingers with laying 
twigs, they dare not gueſs nor challenge 
upon the King's ſteps, nor chaſe his 
poor ſervants by the fury of their in- 
quiſition. When you have peruſed all 
theſe particulars, let them die for ever 
in your breaſts farther than fur caution ; 
for they touch all the arteries of our 
anatomy. Cecil bade me tell you, that 
he is ſorry that it falls not into the 
compaſs of his own element to further 
your ſuit as he would, but hath twice 
more preſſed forward the treaſurer, a- 
gainſt whoſe diſpoſition it is without 
an infinite advantage to himſelf to fur- 
ther or remember any man. 7 * means 


* Nz-te, This cipher is not diſtin in the o- 
riginal. 
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to urge him the morning, whereupon 
I think he will deal with Cecil to atk 
his advice again, who will omit no 
perſuaſion nor inſtigation to further it. 
You mult perſuade the King, in his 
next diſpatch, to direct you to thank 
Cecil in the letter which you write to 
me, for the light he receives of Cob- 
ham and Raleigh by this advertiſement ; 
and if it pleaſe his Majeſty to ſpeak of 
them ſuitably to the concert which Ce- 
cil holds, it will be the better ; for Ce- 
cil {ware to me this day, that duo cri- 
nacii, that is, he and they, would ne- 
ver live under one apple-tree. The 
thing which Cecil would have me print 
in the King's mind, is the miſerable 
{tate of Cobham and Raleigh, who are 
fain to put their heads under the girdle 
of him whom they envy moſt, and that 
they cannot eſcape his walk with all 
their agility, which if you ſeem in your 
letter by the King's direction to ob- 
ſerve, you tickle the right humour. 
God make you leſs weary of reading 
than I am with writing, or elſe J ſhall 
defpair 
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deſpair of your patience. So wiſhing 
to you, as to my own ſoul, and to him 
whom we both honour moſt, increaſe 
of all happineſs, 1 end and reſt your's 
eternally. 

Dec. 4. at 6. [1601.] *. 


HENRY HOWARD. 


Pardon faults, for I want time to read 
over. 


* This date is collected from the mention 
made of the Duke of Lennox being at the Eng- 
lith court. 
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Lord Henry Howard to King James. 


Hough your preſent incum- 
brance about the compoſition of 
quarrels and enmities in your own e- 
ſtate, Moſt Excellent, Moſt Gracious 
and Redoubted King James, witneſflec! 
E 3 of 
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of late by the faithful pen of Mr Bruce, 
admoniſh us not to trouble you with 
any copious diſcourſe, time being unto 
you more precious than pearls ; yet be- 
cauſe your pleaſure hath been always, 
that thoſe things which do principally 
concern yourſelt ſhould be written to 
yourſelf, I thought good upon this oc- 
caſion to freight a little pinnace with 
ſome choice wares, which the great veſ- 
fel of diſpatch to Mr Bruce, being in 
kind ſurcharged with fo many things as 
are already brought on board, cannot 
well carry, without ſome diſpropor- 
tion in the bulk that is ſent thither. 
The diſcourſe to Mr Bruce conſiſteth 
upon many nice and dainty points, ac- 
quainting your Majeſty by him with 


the late overture made by the States, 


with probabilities to prove on both 
iides, ex ſlatu conjedturali, that this 
annexion may be rather pretended for 
advantage, than intended out of neceſ- 
ſity. Your Majeſty alſo may thereby 
perceive, that Whether they diſſemble 
or deal faichfully, whether the motive 


of 
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of this alteration be diſtreſs or art, 
whether they work ſpeedily or by de- 
grees, you ſhall be ever privy to the 
variations of compaſles, and in the 
mean time aſſure yourſelf of a friend 
that, J hope, in this place ſhall ever 
have beſt and ſafeſt means to do you 
good, and to make the beſt advantage 
of all occurrents and offers, ſo far as 
the nature of the ſubject will permit 
for your behoof, with a demonitration 
of his own conſtancy. 
Notwithſtanding, to prepare your 
mind, leſt ſo ſtrange, ſo ſuſpicious, 
and ſo unlooked for an offer at this 
time from thoſe, (whoſe humour, 
ftate, and oſtentation, have hitherto 
perſuaded their allies to doubt nothing 
leſs than fo ſtrange a leap, before they 


could diſcover from what bank they 


purpoſed to take their riſe), might 
make you ſtart with a kind of aſtoniſh- 
ment, hearing the clap, and almoſt 


feeling the blow in eodem pundto tem- 


poris, if you ſhould believe formalities, 
we thought good, firſt, to preſent 
their 
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their offer made, as it is without fold 
or creaſe, and thereupon to crave your 
own opinion in omnem eventum, whe- 
ther they pretend in earneſt or in jeſt; 
becauſe in matters of this moment ſud- 
den reſolutions are perilous, and often 
paid for a greater price than at the firſt 
they might have been cheapened. 

It may be that this offer, caſt out ar- 
tificially to ſound the purpofes of Eng- 
land and France, how far they would 
be drawn before this treaty ſhould take 
effect, will vaniſh when they find how 
little we do either fear or further it; 
it may be that the cold proceeding of 
Imperialiſts, when it cometh to condi- 
tions of contribution and charge, how 
brave ſoever they ſeem in the firſt ac- 
ceptance out of art or glory, may diſ- 
courage them; it may be alſo, that al- 
though their motives were out of dif- 
truſt of their own forces, and their la- 
bour ſerious; vet that which ſhall be 
anſwered from hence, may give a 
check to forward expectation no more 


firmly grounded upon demonſtrations 
of 
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of ſound effett ; but in the mean time 
we deſire that your Majeſty ſhould be- 
hold all forms before the foundations 
be brought to a ſurer ſettling. 

If the wars of Ireland by ſubtraction 
and abatement of ſome companies, and 
a cutting off a great part of that charge 
[might permit], it is not improbable 
but a larger meaſure of ſupply might 
be afforded to the States to ſtay their 
appetite ; but if it ſhould come to the 
uttermoſt, and that our ſtate be driven 
to change their meaſure by the change 
of muſic which is ſent from thence, 
yet Cecil will then preſume to make an 
offer of advice unto your Majeſty, out 
of that root of confidence wiiich he ob- 
ſerves in your clear actions and thoughts 
of ſuch counſel in this courſe, as you 
ſhall judge and he ſhall apprehend, ac- 
cording to the temper of the motion 
to be for your behoof moſt advanta- 
geous and requiſite ; your Majeſty may 
aſſure yourſelf, that your friends in this 
place will ſcan offers, cautions, propor- 
tions, and ends, with a very ſtrange and 


preciſe 
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preciſe kind of curioſity for ſo much as 
concerns you; nay, which is more, ac- 
cording to the courſe of dealing with a 
prince of ſo great ſtate, they will take a 
very deep eſſay of all things that may 
hurt you in the firſt, ſecond, or third 
digeſtion, before you taſte of them; 
and though in mundo fortuito the wit 
of man can [not] provide againſt all 
contingents or events, yet whatſoever 
happen afterward, experience and judg- 
ment ſhall allow, that as the ſchool- 
men ſay, ex qualificata materiæ diſpo- 
ſitione, it was not poſlible for ſafer 
councils to be ſquared, fairer hopes to 
be aſſiſted, nor more worthy ends fur- 
thered. 

Both Cecil and I do humbly beſeech 
your Majeſty, that none of the elect in 
that place do, by any words, caſt out 
to the Duke, or any of his complices, 
(that have been recommenders of Ra- 
leigh's hypocriſy), give notice of the 
dealing of Cobham or Raleigh * in the 


*The names are in cipher, 7 and 11; 7 
elſewere ſtands for Cobham, and it is probable 
that 11 ſtands for Raleigh. 


matter 
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matter of this peace, or tax thoſe ill 
affections to him, upon the manifeſt 
diſcovery of courſes and endeavours ſo 
far oppoſite. For there is as little 
hope of altering their minds abſolute- 
ly fixed upon the poles of their ambi- 
tion by plain dealing, which perſons 
have no ends beſide their own, as there 
was of working eaſe or comfort to South- 
ampton by your Majeſty's requeſt to o. 
in his behalf; for ever ſince that time, 
and at this inſtant above all, that crew 
hath more afflicted him, by ſeeking to 
ſcant the ſcope of his liberty, ſince Ce- 
cil guards his life, and to draw Queen 
Eliſabeth to make ſale of his whole e- 
{tate for the ſparing of her own land, 
though the value be cried down exceed- 
ingly by a very long leaſe, than before 
your Majeſty vouchſafed to write for 
him. Such is the friendſhip of bad per- 
ſons, as are void both of inſtinct of ho- 
nour, and of all regard of taith; and 
therefore they ſhall ever deal beſt with 
your Majeſty, that ſhall ſet up faireſt 
marches for you to beware of them. 


Were 
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Were it poſſible for them, by any 
mean, to get notice, that your Maje- 
{ty milliked of their endeavour to pro- 
cure this peace, they would as readily 
conclude of the motive of Cecil's ear- 
neſt oppoſition, conſidering that both 
his father had been in this degree haci- 
ficus, and he himſelf had heretofore in- 
clined to that fide, they would eafily 
conclude, with what adamant that 
needle were touched, that bent to that 
pole; and thereupon not only diſable 
Cecil's faithful induſtry in this drift, 
but in all other things, and make him 
forever ſuſpect Queen Eliſabeth, af- 
ter ſhe had found, that he were in the 
leaſt degree (though for her own good, 
if ſhe could diſcern without paſſion of 
prejudice) inclined and bent toward 
you. 
Principiis obſta, ſero medicina para- 
fur, 
Cum mala per longas invaluere moras. 
Againſt ſnares ſet in ſo many walks, 
it is not poſlible for caution itſelf to be 
Loo provident ; and I dare aſſure your 


Majeſty, 
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Majeſty, that the weak hold which 
their wit or craft can take of any preg- 
nant advantage in thoſe parts by their 
cunning windlaſſes, makes them ſecret- 
ly conceive, that there cannot chuſe 
but be ſome treaſure, where the guards 
are ſo ſtrongly reinforced, and the place 
fortified. I hey that could at this un- 
lacky inſtant put into the head of Queen 
Eliſabeth, that Lindſay “ was now re- 
turning into Scotland from Rome, with 
great promiſes of allowance, towards 
the maintaining of a guard, and other 
{ſweet baits of encouragement, drawing 
their diſcovery out of the Archduke's 
court, where they nouriſhed a certain 
muddy ſpring of intelligence ; and all to 
this end only, that Queen Eliſabeth, be- 
ing ſtartled with ſuſpicion of you, might 
run the other courſe with a ſtronger 
reſolution, would be glad of the leaſt 
advantage from yourſelf, or any of ac- 
count or quality near to yourſelf, where- 
on they might ground probable ſuſpi- 

F cion 


* Sir James Lindſay, 
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cion of co-aſliſtance, and har jet t 
muddy water with one whiting box. * 

Theſe are the points which I thought 
good to touch in particular to your 
own matchleſs ſelf, for demonſtration 
of that art which is {till uſed in this 
place, though idly for want of likeli- 
hood, to inſpire audacity. I will now 
conclude, with daily and earneſt prayers 
to the glorious Trinity for your preſer- 
'vation, and humbly commend the duty 
and affection to you of him, 


That is, and ever will be moſt af- 
fectionately and conſtantly devo- 
ted to your ſervice, 


HENRY HOWARD. 


After the ending of this letter, other 
occurrences fell, which ſhall be related 
to your Majeſty by the Earl of Marr, 
into whoſe part I have inſerted ſome 
particulars, that we may ever furniſh 
out three courſes for your ſervice, 
which is the banquet that afſection and 


* 'The words in Italics are unintelligible. 
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induſtry will ever feed upon. Once 
again, I humbly take my leave, and 
moſt affectionately kiſs that facred 
hand, which was ordained by the provi- 
dence of heaven to carry ſceptres heavier 
than that it holds, and to guide the ba- 
lance of juſtice in this land in æquili- 
brio, which fo long panched [inclined] 


to that ſide which partiality doth favour 


molt. The glorious Trimty prolong 
your days as the days of Heaven, and ſo 
reveal the firſt beginnings of all dangers 
in incunabulis, as you may ever allide- 
re parvulos ad petram, and, with Jo- 
ſeph, draw the motives of all ill affec- 
tions to the ſecuring of your own hap- 
pineſs. Amen. 


O happy mind, that ſo lies down, and 


ſleeps, 
When Envy wails, and Malice ſits and 
Wweeps. 
Opto ſpero. 
2 LET 
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Lord Henry Howard to Mr Eduard 


Bruce. 


Erſuade yourſelf, moſt dear and 
worthy Mr Bruce, that the pauſes 
Which you take in anſwering, do never 
trouble us, who, in this caſe, think of 
King James, who is God's lieutenant 
here on earth, as I think of God, whoſe 
place he holds, when I make my prayers, 
which is, that aut dabit quod petimus, 
% quod iþſe novit utilius; and therefore 
let this maxim ever hold at Edinburgh, 
Quod illi fucrit ofportunum, nobis ſem- 
per fore commodum. 

Touching the anſwer of King James 
to the Earl, I muſt ſpeak with admira- 
tion : for though ſome wiſhed, if it had 
been poſſible, that no character of a royal 
hand might have remained in an uncer- 
tain hand; which had been molt fafe ; 
becauſe, if one thread ravel out, the 

reſt 
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reſt will follow; yet hath the King 
handled the cauſe with ſo great temper, 
dexterity, and caution, as we do con- 
clude, that one, according to the itch 
of a good humour, ſo long as it will 
hold, is fatisfied, and not much ventu- 
red, as his Majeſty adviſed him, out of 
his royal care of others, not to ſend of- 
ten in, ſo doth he promiſe, out of a 
very great reſpect to himſelf, whom he 
only loves without any competitors, ſo 
hope that rule and this ſalutation will 
be but like that crepitacelum guod datur 


pueris, ne quid perfringant in domo, as 


we learn in the politics. 

You have ſo lively ſet forth every cir- 
cumſtance, which in diſcourſe, as well 
as painting, King James ſetteth fortlx 
to the life, as we know very well both 
what to judge and how to correſpond, 
which is the benefit of truſty and plain 
dealing among worthy coadjutors ; 
therefore in that which Cecil and I have 
ſet down to King James, you ſhall find, 
that nothing which pertains to preſent 

F 2 uſe 
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uſe or future ſatisſaction is left unan- 
{wered. 

Northumberland pretends to run this 
courſe with the Earl of Marr, without 
knowledge of his confederates, but his 
purpoſe once again to deal with King 
James, for his favour toward that ac- 
curſed duality *, (conſidering the 
weakneſs of his mind in containing any 
truſt), makes me ſuſpect, as the poor 
woman ſaid to David, that the hand of 
Joab is in the pye, and that feb aliena 
perſona ſuam agant comediam : but 
hereof we ſhall have notice, if it be ſo, 
before it be long; and till then we will 
obſerve with judgment, and judge with 
diſcretion. Not paſt one week before 
this letter came, Northumberland be- 
gan to rail of Raleigh to ſome good 
friends; but now they are again as cloſe 
as ever in the combination of increduli— 
ty. By the reaſons which formerly you 
have read, and the (tate of things which 
y ou behold, you will conclude, how 


* Raleigh and Cobham, 
far 


: 
: 


SE TT TENT: 


far our gracious King James ſhould be 
from attending any motion from them, 
qui querunt calliditati receptaculum ; 
and would, in ſhew, be ambodextri, to 
deceive the better-meaning ſort by 
doubleneſs; God grant that their great 
advocate Northumberland may be able 
to perform the ſervice that is looked 
for at the bleſſed day; ſor 1 proteſt to 
you, from the report of his own officers, 
that both the better and the worſe will 
abandon him. 1 hope you ſhall ſee mat- 
ters carried in ſo good a ſort, as the 
only way to ſave his throat from cut- 
ting, will be to keep in the beſt com- 
pany, which, it he did not at this pre- 
ſent apprehend, by marking matters 
how they paſs, I dare aſſure you, on 

my credit, you ſhould have ſpared this 
peace- offering. 

Your judgment is exceeding W in 
wiſhing, that over great oredominance 
by popular affection might light upon 
no one ſubject of the ſtate, to give en- 
couragement of working out of hu- 
mour ; for though ſome be more odious, 

yet 


Dr 


yet I find not that any one is dangerous 
that hath place in our hemiſphere. 

The league is very ſtrong between 
Sir Walter Raleigh and my Lady 
Shrewſbury * and Sir Walter Raleigh's 
wife : Much hath been offered on all 
ſides to bring her into the privy cham- 
ber to her old place, becauſe ſhe is a 
molt dangerous woman, and full of her 
father's inventions; ſed canunt ſurde. 
There is a new invention among that 
crew, that Cobham ſhould court his wife, 
and force his own diſpoſition to make 
uſe of her acceſs and induſtry, and ſtill 
the admiral, if it be poſſible, who now 
barks at all- their outridings, and ex- 
preſſeth paflion, though without preju- 
dice hitherto They begin to bill ; but 
becauſe they do nut tread, we mult 
expect no chickens of the game, that 
in another age may maintain the cock- 
fighting. Cobham hath a ſuit, and 


* Mary the daughter of Sir William Caven- 
diſn of Chatſworth, Knight; Co/lins's Peerage, 
vol. 2. Pp. 17. | 
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candles muſt be ſet up to all ſaints, till 
that end may be compaſſed, which cau- 
ſeth this ſudden heat of an after ſpring. 
Cobham hath once again incenſed 
the Queen againſt the leaſe which South- 
ampton made for years before this miſ- 
hap for payment of his debts, and 
therefore out of the compaſs of forfeit- 
ing. She hath preſſed for it with all 
importunity, but it will prove good in 
law, and theſe are the fruits of Cob- 

ham's over-burning charity. 
Northumberland is unhappy : for 
both court and town exclaims againſt 
his indiicretion for challenging a great 
commander of the ſtate * at ſuch time; 
as 


* Sir Francis Vere, — This quarrel happened 
about the 15th April 1602.-—There is in Peck's 
Hiſtorical Pieces, p. 32.—40. a narrative of the 
proceedings on both ſides, drawn up in all the 
formality of a law-caſe, with anſwers, replies, 


and rejoinders. As that bcok is little known, 


I have ſubjoined Lord Northumberland's chal- 
lenge, and Sir Francis Vere's final anſwer, that 
our young nobility may ſee with what gravity 
and preciſion their forefathers quarrelled, 


Lord 
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as without breach of duty he could not, 
nor might not, anfwer him. 
Touching 


Lord Northumberland. 


] told you at Oſtend, that then was no fit 
** time to expoſtulate matters : now I hold it 
% expedient to call you to account for thoſe 
* wrongs you have done me. You love to take 
* the air, and to ride abroad ; appoint then a 
* place and time to your liking, that I may meet 
« you: bring you a friend with you, I will be ac- 
© companied with another, that ſhall be witneſs 
* of the thing I will lay to your charge, If you 


*fatisfy me, we will return good friends; if not, 


© we {ſhall do as God ſhall put in our minds. I 
«© will eſchew all bitter words, as unfit for men 
* of our occupation, Seek not by frivolous 
*« ſhifts to divert this courſe of ſatisfaction: for 
all other means than this that I have preſcri- 
„ bed, I ſhall call as an affirmation of that TI 
© have heard; which will cauſe me to proceed 
* inrighting myſelf as the wrong requires, Make 
„% me no replies by letter, but ſend me your 
* will by this bearer directly, that you will, or 
* that you will nat; for from me you thall have 
© no more. Give no cauſe of noiſes in the 
* world to hinder this our courſe, leſt you baffle 
* your own reputation, Whatſoever elſe I 
* ſhall do in this juſt cauſe of offence, fewer 
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Touching all ether matters belong- 


ing to our courſe, you ſhall receive ſo 


large acknowledgments by the letters 
to King James, as to repeat them here 
Were to abuſe your leiſure, and expreſs 
my own idleneſs. Sentence is given 


* words I could not have uſed to have expreſſ- 
ed my mind,” 


Sir Francis Vere's final anſwer, 


* Becauſe I refuſed to meet you upon your 
© peremptory and fooliſh ſummons, you con- 
* clude me in a diſcourſe ſent abroad under your 
*© name, to be a knave, and a coward, anda 
ce buffoon ; wherein you have provoked me to 
<* ſet aſide all reſpect to your perſon, and to ſay 
* you are a moſt lying and unworthy Lord, 
% You are bound by her Majeſty's command- 
ment not to aſſail me, and I by the buſineſs 
committed to me, not to ſeek you. When 
e ſhall be free, as God ſhall make us meet, 
„ will maintain it with my ſword,” 

Francis VERE, 


If the reader defires to ſee more of this quar- 
rel, and of the behaviour of Northumberland, 
he may conſult R. Johnſton Rer. Brit. Hiſt. 
lib. Ile P. 371, 

at 
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at Rome * on the ſide of the ſeminaries 
that they were neither /chiſmatici nor 
tnobedientes, in forbearing to ſubmit 
till they faw warrant by Pontifical autho- 
rity, and all their ſpiritual acts, till the 
coming out of the brief have been ju- 
{tified, as they term it, ore apoſtolico, 
which hath put all our Jeſuits and their 
friends into a fever. 

In any wiſe be careful, that the letter 
that comes to confirm a new friend, 
may be written with royal promiſe and 
ſpecial favour; for it will give great 
encouragement for his aſſiſting Cecil, 
and great ſtrength to the party. Thus 
you ſee that God works mightily by 
worthy means, and that as dies diei 
eructat verbum, ſo nox nocti indicat 
ſcientiam. 

Thus, dear Mr Bruce, wiſhing you 
all health and happineſs as to my ſoul, 
I end, wiſhing for the mean that might 


* Winwood writes, 9th November 1602, O.S. 
that the differences between the prieſts and Je» 
ſuits are accorded ; Memorials, vol. 1. p. 446. 
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make me know how far you may and 


hall diſpoſe of me. 


Cecil doth moſt affectionately com- 
mend him both to you and the Earl of 
Marr, and is glad to hear that any of- 
fice of his to King James may witneſs 
and expreſs his deſire, to acknowledge 
in ſome ſort your ſecrecy and conſtancy 

Touching Hamilton, by this time 
you know his mind; and therefore 
when you hear, that after cure of all in- 
firmities, and ſatisfaction of all deſires, 
he hangeth up his crutch here for a 
monument, never be you afraid, what- 
ſoever the preacher thundereth at St 
Giles, to undertake a pilgrimage. You 
may judge by the ſnake's miſerable coun- 
tenance, that he is froſt-bitten in May, 
which among ſome of your courtiers 
will renew the lamentations of Jere- 
miah. Yet wants he not his Nicode- 
muſes that ſteal to him by night, but 
depart, as I think, diſcouraged with the 


miſerable ſucceſs of his advocation. 


Now Northumberland means to take 
the cauſe of Cobham and Raleigh in 
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hand to the King, but nullas ſpes ha- 


bet Troja, ſi tales habet. We were 


never ſo quiet and ſecure, neither was 
the world ever both within and with- 
out more finely cozened, which proves, 
that both honeſt men and good work- 
men have the cauſe in handling ; and 


therefore non tranſibit iſta generatio 
donec evenerint omnia, ©c. 


Again farewell, worthy Mr Bruce, 
and be as ſure of a good ſequence as 
they are of the gleeke *, that find no o- 
ther cauſe of exception, than deſire to 
deſerve well of him that deſerves beſt 
to be ſerved and honoured. May the 

* a 
Yours affectionately, and ever, 
HENRY HOWARD. 


By peruſing theſe originals with at- 
tention, you may judge beſt of the par- 
ticular; but in any caſe be careful to 


* A phraſe at cards when one has in his hand 
three of one point or value, | 
+ This ſentence appears to have been left un- 


aniſbed, 
{end 
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ſend them back with the copy of Cecil's 
letter that I ſend with them. 

After 1 had folded up this letter rea- 
dy almoſt for the ſeal, I was ſent for by 
Cecil, and with him had long diſcourſe 
of a ſharp encounter between his ſove- 
reign and him about the poverty of the 
ſtate, the continuance of charge, the 
diſcontentment of all ſorts of people, 


and impoſſibility to go through at this 


charge which her affairs put her to. 
The paſſion was ſtrong, the ſmart very 
ſenſible, and the reaſons more pregnant 
than her manner is to produce of ordi- 
nary, which made me aſſure myſelt, 
that they which inſpire her take more 
pain than they were wont to ſtudy 
their own politics. They have made 
her feel the vaſt burden of her expence; 
they have made her ſee the ſhort mea- 
ſures of her ſupplies; they have put 
her in fear of all kinds of diſtreſs, that 
want in the ſubject, and excels of char- 
ges to the ſtate, is like to bring her to; 
they have {ought to make thoſe ſuſpect- 
ed that perſuade the war, and thole ei- 
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ther negligent or corrupt that conduct 
the war, putting a firm conceit, and 
not improbable, as it is ſet out in co- 
jours, that the Iriſh war being the 
chieſeſt drain of her conſumption, is 
fortified, and fed for other mens parti- 
culars. No man could anſwer more ju- 
diciouſly and honeſtly than Cecil to e- 
very point, tempering her fears, im- 
proving cauſes of hope, excuſing per- 
ſons in employment, and abating paſ- 
ſion. My weary hand, and care to fa- 
vour your overſtrained eyes, makes me 
forbear the ſetting down of particulars ; 
and beſide, until a man be ſure that 


this embryo is likely to receive life, 1 


will leave like an abort in a bench- 
hole *, where the ſun {hall not ſhine on 


it; but if it once begin to quicken, 


you ſhall ſoon have knowledge, and up- 
on great cauſe ; for that it will be time 
to think of the throes which both 
ſtates muſt endure before they be well 
delivered. 


* This is unintelligible. 
Though 
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Though it ſhould fo fall out, that 
King James hath already written the 
letter for confirmation of the new-come 
gueſt, /tylo vetere, that is, according 
to the copy which I ſent without com- 
miſſion by the laſt diſpatch, (the ſame 
having no explicit or literal promiſe of 
the King's favour to the party, and of 
his bountiful and thankful purpoſe to 
reward the merit of this preſent in a 
future change), becauſe the ſubſtance 
hangs upon this joint; or though it 
happen that the letter written /?y/o 
primo be ſent away before this packet 
arrive, Cecil doth humbly intreat King 
James, that it will pleaſe him, for his 
own ſervice and Cecil's aſſiſtance, to 
write another with the golden promiles 
of reward and thankfulneſs to the new 
gueſt, &c. for in that caſe he will for- 
bear to ſhe the firſt letter to the par- 
ty, till the ſecond come in the place 
of it by the next diſpatch you ſend hi- 
ther; for thus muſt men feaſt doves at 
their firſt approach, that will have their 


dove-houſe thoroughly repleniſhed. 
G 3 The 
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The fame letter, whereof you ſent 


the copy by the packet, coming by the 


ordinary way of Nicolſon *, Cecil 
thought good to ſtay from delivery, 
being not deſirous that the Queen 
mould have more thanks than fhe de- 
{ſerves for ſo poor a reckoning ; and 
on the ſame fide {ſtands myſelf earneſt- 
ly ; for it is certain that the Queen be- 
ing brought with difficulty to grant, 
having ſince not only oftentimes re- 
pented in her own baſe humour what 
ite did before, but caſt her own deed 
in the teeth of thoſe that before were 
carneſt to perſuade. Again, the Queen 
being at this prefent needy, as you may 


perceive by this, and greedy to take 


hold of any ſhort confeſſion that may 
preſent the figures of her bounty in 
bright colours, would either feek to 
cut off charge, or think the had wrought 
ſome great miracle in cauſing the lame 
to walk, or rage againſt thoſe that in- 
duced her, or hold her hand hereafter 
upon any motion for further ſatisfaction 


* Agent in Scotland for Queen Eliſabeth, | 
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in a time that may ſerve better, or con- 
temn the King's indigence, (which ma- 
keth ſo great value of ſo poor a contri- 
bution, and eſpecially of ſo ancient a 
date, no new cauſe moving it), or 
which is worſt of all, ſuſpect that theſe 
unſeaſonable thanks come in the way 
of preparation for ſome new demands, 
which would inflame her agony, If 
his Majeſty, upon the view of theſe 
conceits of mine, ſhould notwithſtand- 
ing think it fit that it ſhould paſs, upon 
his pleaſure underſtood, it ſhall be done; 
but in the mean, duty moveth us to 
ſend the grounds of our opinion, that 
view the changes and affections of our 
own element, ſubmitting all to the 
will and judgment of his Majeity, wha 
is our oracle. 

The Qucen's order is, that a letter 
of compliments ſhall be written back 
to the Duke, without any other notice 
taken of the propoſitions, which in my 
judgment made a fairer ſhew to the 
conceit of him and his adviſers at the 
firſt, than they will do at the return of 

his 
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his Mercuries. If every project were as 
ſoon quickened by ſatisfaction as it is 
conceived by ſelf- love, the world would 
be full of miracles. There want not 
in this place that hunt for all advanta- 
ges that may give King James ſurer 
footing in this fortune every day ; but 
when thoſe ſpring, our worthy Earl of 
Marr, and our worthy Mr Bruce, 
might hold their love and confidence 
unluckily beftowed, if any man alive 
next unto King James himſelf ſhould 
{ooner hear, or ſooner execute thoſe 
opportunities. Hamilton being made 
acquainted with the Queen's pleaſure, 
and adviſed to prepare himſelf, made 
an{wer, that as yet he was not ready, 
nor could be well thefe twelve or four- 
teen days, for ſome private buſineſs that 
detained him. His very countenance 
deſcribed ſo deep vexation as his very 
words were in pain to diſſemble it; 
but foxes might leap over the King's 


walls, as tie prophet ſays, if they 


ſhould continue at one height till his 
hands raiſed them. His pretty familiars 
keep 
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keep him in heart, as it ſhould ſeem ; 
for he means to return, but with a fain- 
ter heart, and a colder hope than he 
fet forth with all his flourithes. 

I muft now deſire you earneſtly to 
become an earneſt ſuiter with King 
James, that if H. Leigh be come with- 
m the border, his Majeſty will ſet the 
reft of his grace and favour towards 
him to bring him back again ; for 
fnares are ſet to catch him here by any 
mean, upon ſome ſcandalous impreſſions 
that have been lately put into the 
Queen's mind by our Vice-Chamber- 
lain, from the Lowthers ; and their fac- 
tion are daily multiplied by my ne- 
phew Scrope *, and therefore being 
caught, he will be put to all the tor- 
ture of the world, in which caſe fleſh 
and blood cannot aſſure itſelf what pain 
may bring it to. It is faid here, that 
he is malecontent, though no man 
knows for what occaſion ; and it is very 


* Lord Scrope. His mother was Margaret 
Lord Henry's filter ; Collins's Peerage, vol. 1. 
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true, that his humours are both vio- 
lent and ſtrange. Wherefore as you 
do value your beſt friends in this place, 
help this hazard before it come to head; 
for fruſtra de ſucceſſu querimur cum 
cauſas negligimus. The matter at this 
preſent, 1 proteſt to God, is of far 
greater conſequence, for ſo much as it 
concerns the conſervation and ſecurity 
of King James's miniſters both here and 
in other parts, than any other that we 
can conceive or apprehend ; and there- 
fore mult you work your feate with 
ſuch reſpe&t and caution, as the man 
may be rather moved with the King's 
unkindneſs, encouraged with expecta- 
tion of future rewards, acquainted with 
the malice that is born to him, than 
ſuffered by any mean to underſtand his 
own adjunda, or the true cauſe that 
indeed doth move the King to revoke 
him. It is probable that he that laſt 
dealt with him from the King, either 
underſtood not the diſpoſition of the 
man, or underſtood not the myſtery 
that makes his detention of more ule 


than 
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than his action. For as the man is vio- 
lent and humorous; ſo when he felt 
himſelf ſet lighter than he ſets himſelf, 
undoubtedly diſdain or rage enforced 
him againit the ſtrength of reaſon, and of 
former reſolution, to grow thus quiet- 
ly diſcontent in appearance, though, I 
fear, more violently vexed in his own paſ- 
ſion. You muſt in this caſe ſtrain both 
intereſt and care, for in half an hour 
out of any humour he might do more 
miſchiet among King James's friends, 
than the world could compound again. 
Men are as often to be valued ſecundum 
quid, as ſumpliciter. Acquaint his Ma- 
jeſty, I beſeech you, and my dear Earl 
of Marr, with this exigent, which may 
be ſuccoured in time; for believe it, 


_ without ſpecial care and travel, that 


maſterful nature, raſh preſumption, and 
giddy head, neither regarding preſent 
danger, nor future hope, ſetting wit 
and common ſenſe aſide, is as likely to 
come to London from the border, as 

from 
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from Edinburgh to the borderers. If 
there be no other mean to quiet him be- 
fide about the court, I will deviſe 
the means, upon advertiſement from 
you and the Earl of Marr, how we 
ſhall be both excuſed and winked at; 
beſides, as his quarrel of unkindneſs to- 
wards me is, it was my great care, that his 
particular ſhould not diſturb the main, 
and that he ſhould do that which was 
beſt for the King; ſo, if you get him 
back again by fair words, or by any 
mean, 1 will plcaſe him again with 
court holy water. 

Dear Mr Bruce, have only care to 
keep us ſure from the paſſions of Leigh, 
and the vanity of your doctor, mixed 
with openneſs; and then, by the grace 
of God, I ſhall be able to perform the 
ſervice that becomes me to King James, 
till it pleaſe God that he make ſome 
good ule of it. 

Thus, recommending myſelf, my 
ſtate, my induſtry, to your conſtant 

love, 


1 
Y 


LET Ih &-: V. of 


love, reſpect, and tenderneſs, I end, 
reſting ever, 
_ Yours molt affectionately, 
HENRY HOWARD. * 


* This letter, from the mention made of Lord 
Northumberland's challenging Sir Francis Vere, 


muſt have been written about the end of April 
1602. 
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Lord Henry Howard to Mi Edward 
Bruce. 


Lbeit, at this time, moſt dear 

and worthy Mr Bruce, the free- 

dom of the pen of our worthy, conſtant, 
and dear Cecil, in writing at good 
length, the copies of his letters, in 
expreſſing with molt freſh and lively co- 
lours the proceedings of all parts, and 
my large letter to King James, have ſet 
forth particulars ſo near to life, and to 
add any thing were poetry, to improve 
H were 
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were vanity; yet I know it fares with 
me in theſe diſpatches, never ſealing 
up the canon till I have ſaluted the Earl 
of Marr and you canonice, as it doth 
with thoſe that never think they have 
well dined till they cloſe their ſtomach 
with ſome conſerve, that may further 
digeſtion. 
It is not poſſible for things to be car- 
ried with more kindneſs, caution, and 
ſecrecy, than they are in your parallel; 
which is the cauſe, if you mark it, why 
this ſpring doth ſerve you daily more 
abundantly, which would otherwiſe 
either have been dried up, for want of 
uſe made in due times, and with due 
circumſtances, or diverted by diſcou- 
ragement. Acknowledgment of the 
King's rare worth, and the tenderneſs 
of the Earl of Marr and you, in con- 
cealing theſe myſteries as well from Le- 
yitical as from vulgar eyes, muſt ever 
move us to ſing one ſong, and in one 
tune, that they are happy, whoſe hap 
it is to ſerve princes that are both thank- 
{yl and provident, 
All 
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All your advertiſers agree in one 
conſent and harmony, that King James 
ſtill continues in his hard conceit, de- 
{pairing of his love, and yet deviſing 
with theſe idle fellows, how to temper 
moods, which makes them thus de- 
firous, as you may perceive, to win 
the ſtart of others, and for their own 
advancement to contend ſor this ad- 
vantage, that they may ingrave their 
names in raſa tabula, having firſt wi- 
ped away . thoſe impreſſions which, by 
th- King's diſcreet and reſpective words 
caſt out to gudgeon fools, they ſuppole 
to be contained there, as ſome do, that 
there isa man in the moon, and cities in 
the circumference. But thanks be to 
God, thoſe rubs were {wept out of our 
alley, before that any of thoſe labour- 
ers did ſo much as take a broom in 
hand. And therefore a man might ſay 
merrily to Hamilton, were the jelt as 
ſafe as it is apt, as the old woman ſaid 
to the laſt French Queen, coming to 
Chartres to require our Lady's inter- 
ceſſion for her conception with child, 
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that they came too late; becauſe the 
prieſt that cauſed the conceptions was 
departed out of the dioceſe. But to 
conclude this point in earneſt; ſo long 
mall King James be well ſerved, and 
his friends ſafe, as he holds this courſe, 
and leads them by wrong aims from the 
right mark, whereat, in ſhooting point- 
blank, they might eaſily make work for 
Cobham, Raleigh, and their compli- 
ces, who hover in the air for an advan- 
tage, as kites do for carrion. 

By that which I have written to King 
James, and the copy of Cecil's ſecond 
anſwer to the Maſter of Gray *, you 
may imagine into what danger the folly 
of Kildare hath not only brought her- 


_— 


— 
* r 7 * 2 
— * 


1 


— 


- 


r o7 7 art} 1” IE - - 


— 2 


* This man, formerly a prime favourite with 
his maſter King James, appears from theſe let- 
ters to have been a penſioner and ſpy of the Eng- 
liſh miniſtry. The ſame thing may be gather- 
ed from Winwood's memorials, where Sir Hen- 
ry Neville, vol. 1. p. 59. deſcribes him to be 
hollow and vena), 
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ſelf, but the cauſe, her courſes being no 
longer whiſpered, but almoſt divulged 
in the mouths of ſo many. It is not 
poſſible by art to do more than is done 
in this place, to the ſtopping of theſe 
leaks ; but beſide the peril of her traf- 


fic, which is full of inconvenience, thus 


weak the is allo, by ſtrange affection to 
Cobham, whom never woman loved, 
or will love, beſide herſelf, that if he 
could but once bring himſelf, by art or 
falſehood, to ſtop but one leak, I dare 
aſſure you, on my credit, which ſhall 
never fail a true friend, that he might 
in the ſame inſtant not only deſcry the 
card, but ingroſs the gain unto himſelf, 


of all the voyages and diſcoveries which 


ſhe hath made from the firſt day of her 
putting to ſea, which King James's 
friends perceive; and therefore clap on 
all our fails when ſhe doth but offer to 
approach, or underhand to contract 
with us. But preterita facilius repre- 
hendi poſſunt quam corrigi; and herein 
may we taſte the benefit of entertaining 
your advertiſers: for if the Maſter of 

II 3 Gray 
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Gray had conveyed his packet into any 
other hand than that he dotn, you had 
before this time heard of ſuch a fire, as 
beſide combuſtion, the very ſmoke of it 
would have almoſt choked ſome of the 
beſt of us. Abſtinence from henceforth, 
and prayer for delivery from dangers 
paſt, are the beſt means that can ſerve 
for the preſent need ; for though ſhe 
muſt be ever uſed with reſpect, yet ca- 
vete chirographa. This Mercury, fo 
long expected and foretold by you, is 
now come to ſuch purpoſe, and in ſuch 
form, as King James will impart to 
you. They tind, that all their vain 
projections are vaniſhed and putrified; 
for though Cecil carry that {weet diſpo- 
fition, as keeping himſelf ſecret for the 
ſervice of King James, and his own 
ſafeguard with all, he would take hold 
of any man's invention that might do 
good; yet, finding by the ſubject of this 
employment, and the means of opera- 
tion, that the {cope is only to be rulers 
of the car of Phaeton, which they can- 
not guide, and to draw buſineſs unto 


themſelves, 
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themſelves, which they know not how 


to manage, reſolves to hold his wonted 


courſe of caution and reſolution, deri- 
ving all advantage that he can perceive 
by their advertiſement tor the further- 
ance of his own end, and yet {till lea- 
ving them in that ignorance whichis the 
mother of our devotion. The weak- 
neſs of their judgments doth appear 
by their election of means to raiſe their 
own reputations. For as things 
ſtand now, they ſhould abuſe you very 
much, that ſhould ſeek to perſuade ei- 


ther King James, or any faithful mini- 


{ter of his, that any friend in this place 


that {ſhould firſt begin to move the 


Queen to ſend the garter into Scotland, 
ſhould ever more after that be able to 


perform the part of a true friend in any 


fort, ſuch is her fear of ſettling his Majeſty 
in any Engliſh (tall, that may give poſ- 
ſeſſion or elbow-room, when every 
man begins to ſee more light at leſſer 
holes than ſhe could wiſh ; but by this 
opportunity, of opening the point in 
another name, Cecil may perceive the 

{ccret 
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ſecret of his heart in that particular, 
and tonch points freely by occaſion, 


which would have burnt his fingers to 
have apprehended ex hropoſito. If any 
thing fall out concerning this before 
the packet be made up, you ſhall un- 
derſtand ex antecedente, if after, per 
conſequentiam. Methinks you ſhould 
ſmile at their endeavour to augment the 
penſion, for no other cauſe, than the 
railing of the Duke's credit, when you 
call to mind with what difficulty the laſt 
addition was compaſſed, how ſoundly 
Cecil hath been remembered at eve- 
ry payment ſince, for furthering 
and procuring the grant, and how 
har:!ly rhe Queen can make the laſt con- 
tribution by parliament, extend to the 
bearing out of all charges till the next 
aſſembly. Before the Duke can deviſe 
to bring theſe things to paſs, if God 
reſolve not once again, by the rod of 
Moſes, to bring rivers out of rocks, he 
might have gotten the foreſkins ot 500 
Philiſtines. 
Touching K. James's reſtraint of all | 
kinds 
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kinds of correſpondence with the boute- 
feux, you received ſo many motives of 
good conſideration and demonſtrations 
of neceſſity by the laſt diſpatch, as to 
write more than was at that time ex- 
preſſed, and is now more lightly touch- 
ed, were mere idleneſs. 

You ſhall perceive by Cecil's letter, 
that another friend is brought into the 
church ; and therefore, when ſuch ſtars 
ſhoot, it draws near to day; and his 
Majeſty, finding with what care and in- 
duſtry thoſe aids and inſtruments are 
gained, that mult ſerve for neceſſary 
uſe, will more evidently find how little 
it is needful circumire aquam et ari- 
dum, to win proſelytes: for in this ſer- 
vice, as into the ſacrifices Bone Dez, 
no more inſtruments (either to obſerve 
cr to celebrate) muſt be let in than 
have offices. I do aſſure you, that the 
building will be ſtronger, by the rai- 
ſing of ſuch a bank, and they that lie 
within ſhall be more ſafe, both from 
the greater and the ſmaller ſhot that 

lie 


—— . * — — 
_— * - "_—_— * 1 
. ts. 4 * 7 
4 = - . —* 2 = _ = ä 


— 


r 
— 


— — — ——— 
— . ä — „„ n.: ti... 


1 


.— ——_—_ 2 . 


n ̃ Ü:v .-:-v, 


lie in wait upon the leaſt peeping out 
with their heads, to pepper them. 
Therefore I do as much reverence Cecil 
for his caution, as love him for his 
tenderneſs, and adhere to his conſtancy. 
At this time I will trouble you no 
further, leſt I mar the cure which Ce- 
cil would perfect, and by this bad 
hand. renew the pain of your eyes, 
which he doth conſtantly believe that I 
have cauſed by my ſcribbling. Other 
advertiſements of the preſcnt ſtate of 
things, both here and other where, you 
ſhall receive by the Earl of Marr, unto 
whom I have made addreſs to that ef- 
fect; and therefore wiſhing to yourſelf, 
and all your friends, complete happi- 
neſs, with long fruition of that bright 
and comfortable ſun which you enjoy, 
and others may be yet ſo happy as to 
ſee, before they cloſe their eyes, I 
take my leave, and ever reſt, 
Your molt affectionate, | 
and true friend for ever, 
HENRY HOWARD. 
It. 
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It is advertiſed, that -either you or 
D. Murray ſhall be ſent to reſide with 
us. Touching the firit, I had rather 
that he ſhould employ Carnation than 
Murray *; for the colour hath more 
life in it. Touching the ſecond ; tho? 
we ſhould be overjoyed with your re- 
pair, yet the cauſe would ſuffer much 
upon the ſuſpicion that would ariſe out 
of the circumſtance of your quality, 
and other vipers would have ſo good a 
colour for their own inventions, ha- 
ving to deal with a lady, that rather 
hears than compares, numbers than 
weighs, and, by conſequence, would 
make all probable that is poetry. We 
have a courſe, our Lord be thanked, 
more ſecret, ſafe, and ſingular, than 
agency can promiſe ; for many ſeek 


* A quibble on the word Murray, which ſig- 
nifies darkly red; Fohnſon. Mr Bruce was pro- 
bably of a raddy complexion, which makes Lord 
Henry Howard apply the word Carnation to him. 
D. Murray is Sir David Murray of Goſpitrie, 
afterwards created Lord Scone, 


employments 
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employments for their private ends, 
that are but — upon the cauſes 
and motives to the Queen's ſuſpicion, 
ſo long as they abide with us. So long 
as we deal in this manner, all is ſafe; 
but after the poſting corveys of theſe 
meſſengers, there commonly ariſeth 
ſuch a vapor, as it is like to choke us a 
good while after they are returned. E/t 
bene be good words, and in uſe; erit 
is in queſtion before experience : and 
therefore, without urgent and apparent 
cauſe, it were not ſafe, for the ſatis- 
faction of any curious reſpect, to ſhake 
the platform of a ſure foundation. A- 
gain, be ever happy, moſt worthy and 


dear Mr Bruce, and love ever Cecil 
and me. * 


* 'This letter hasno date; yet it ſeems plain, 
that it is the firſt of three letters ſent to Mr 
Bruce, whereof the ſecond is dated 27th April, 
and the third iſt May. For, 1ſt, it is marked on 
the back 1. 2dly, In the ſecond letter, it is ſaid, 
that the firſt touches upon the report of King 
James's being to ſettle areſident at London. 3dly, 
In the ſecond letter mention is made of copies 


incloſed.— - So does this; and ſhews what they 
Were. 
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Lord Henry Howard to Mr Edward 
Bruce. 


Y this ſecond letter, moſt dear and 
worthy Mr Bruce, it is fit for you 
to underſtand ſome particularities 
which, upon very ſpecial conſideration, 
as your own judgment will appre- 
hend, are to be kept within the com- 
paſs of your own knowledge, and of 
our Noble friend the Earl of Marr, with- 
out any other glimpſe of light to be caſt 
any way. | 
A perſon of great quality with you 
doth kindle daily more and more againſt 
the Earl of Marr and you. They do 
obſerve, that King James hath of late 
ſpent much time in writing into Eng- 


land, the contents whereof they cannot 


find by any art ; the King remaining at 
that time with Sir Thomas Ereſkine in 
privacy, their purpoſe is to intercept 

I the 
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the packet, as it is advertiſed, if it be 
poſſible, and tecretly to ſend it hither, 
if they be once ſurely poſſeſſed of it. 
For 1 can aſſure you, at this preſent, 
humours are fo {ſharply ſer, as they do 
not much regard what prejudice the 
King's ſervice do receive, fo as they diſ- 
folve ſome private courſes of corre- 
ſpondency, which they cannot ſound, 
cut the ſecret ſinews by which the cre- 
dit of their enemy doth move, and be 
revenged of all quarrels that are ground- 
ed upon amvition and emulation. Tho? 
i name no perſon, blame me not, your- 
ſelf being the cauſe of my forbearing, 
by a caution which you gave me long a- 
go, upon a demand how to demean my- 
ſelf, in caſe J found, that ſome did not 
redo pede incedere ad evangelium, 
Thus far you are beholden to your true 
friend Cecil, that he was willing 1 
ſhould give you notice of this particu- 
larity in a dumb ſhew, faſtening his con- 
tidence upon your conſtant and ſecret 
love; for otherwiſe the King's packet 
being met withal, might give a blow 

10 
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to the full concert, and yourſelves, un- 
warned of the deadly malice that is 
borne to you, might incur danger. If 
it be {aid, that, fo the neck of the Earl 
of Marr be broken firſt, they will not 
doubt of breaking others afterwards, i- 
magine whether you have reaſon to pro- 
vide ſecurely for the guarding and pre- 
ſerving of yourſelves, that are the 
ſoundation of that good which King 
James doth expect by their induſtry 
that truſt in you. 
IT need not let you know of what 
weight this ſecret is, ſince in itſelf it is 
ſo manifeſt, nor how eaſily the author 
would reſort to the diſcoverer, whom he 
truſteth in ſingularity, nor what mil- 
chief would enſue, by cauſing many 
fractions upon the challenge of any par- 
ticle. It is enough that friendſhip is 
diſcharged when you are admoniſhed, 
that you are not unhappy in that friend, 
which hath an eye upon you when you 
ſleep; and that matters may be prevent- 
ed without noiſe, that cannot be cured 
without confuſion. Audi, vide, tace; 
1 2 which 


too re 


which is enough for our comfort and 
your ſecurity. | 

So long as Cecil is holden to be raſa 
tabula, wherein, as I wrote before, e- 
very one contends to ſettle a particular 
conceit by ſuch diſcoveries, they will 
endear themſelves under the maſk of 
truſt ; and therefore {till make King 
James ſee how needful it is, that the 
pack of theſe advertiſers be fed without 
ſurfeit, that they may ſpeak without 
Jealouſy. 

By your next diſpatch by the pigeon, 
let me find whether you diſcover any 
thing of late in ſome great perſons 
which concurs with this, that Cecil 
and I may think of it. God grant that 
over great preciſeneſs in obſerving rules 
of civil reſervation, give not ſtrength 
and ſcope to paſſions that work confi- 
dently, when there are no means to 
meet with them; for nothing more em- 
boldeneth audacious deſires than facility 
and incredulity. 

It is advertiſed, that either you or 
D. Murray ſhall be reſident with us. 

| From 


LESTER VL: 10: 


From D. Murray God deliver us; we 
ſhould be overjoyed with your coming, 
but the cauſe would ſuffer by ſuſpicion, 
and boutefeux ſhould then have good co- 
lours for invectives, as in a mind that 
rather numbers than weighs, they 
would work any thing. You have-a 
courſe more ſafe and ſecret than theſe 
agents are, who work their own em- 
ployment for their own avail, but nei- 
ther underſtand the myitery, or, tho” 
they underſtand, yet want they means to 
recompence the perils of their coming 
with any means equivalent to thoſe 
which in their abſence; as you find, is 
brought, beſide the waſting of the 
King's treaſure idly. So long as we 
deal in this manner, e bene; but upon 
the poſting of theſe under-miniſters, 
without an earneſt cauſe, there doth a- 
riſe a vapour that breeds great infection 
a great while after it. I have touched 
this point in the other letters alſo which 
King James ſhould ſee ; becauſe the ſa- 
tisfaction of a curious deſire may not de- 


troy the platform ofa ſure foundation. 
1:3 My 
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My undertaking, upon the religious 
oath, coram Deo et angelis, of the Karl 
of Marr and you unto me, that every 
paper ſhould be burnt, upon collection 
of matter in your judgment fit for ule, 
hath made Cecil the more willing to 
embark with you with confidence, and 
to give you warning of theſe main rocks 
under water, that, without precaution, 
would prove deſperate. I pray you, 
dear Mr Bruce, by the next let Cecil 
perceive again, that your promiſe is 
preciſely kept, and that the fortunes of 
this world, and ſtate of lives remaining 
fo uncertain as it is, you never mean to 
leave any record to accident, or in ma- 
nu fortune, that may be in aſhes, and 
in manu conſilii : for more barks have 
miſcarried and wrecked upon this flat 
than in the main ocean. Commend 
Cecil and me moſt affectionately to 
worthy Earl of Marr, and tell him, that 
Sir Thomas Ereſkine would not adven- 
ture further out. of true affection to 
preſerve his life and honour than this 
unchangeable duality, that both of you 


do 
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do link withal to yourſelf. Cecil hath 
required me to do the like; and we 
both aſſure you, out of long experience 
of your approv'd faith and honeſty, that 
to travellers there is no comtort ſo great, 
as to light into honeſt, kind, and con- 
ſtant company. For experience ſhall 
make you know by exchange, that your 
friends are not more affectionate in your 
own parallel. Again, farewell, moſt 
dear and faithful Mr Bruce; and as you 
are a judge, ſo let me deſire you, that 
aſter conference with the Earl of Marr, 
this paper, and all the reſt that go to 
King James, may be, by your judg- 
ment, ſentenced as ſpeedily ad combu/- 
tionem, as if it were guilty heretics 
pravitatis, and you were the chief in- 
quiſitor. Court, this 27th of April. 
Yours aflectionately and eternally, 


HENRWYW HOWARD. 


If any matter of importance, touch- 
ing theſe demands, could have been 
brought to paſs for King James, the 
Earl of Marr ſhould have been admo- 


niſhed 
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niſhed to make his way for honour or 
advantage, before light had glimmer- 
ed in the Duke's obſerving eye; but, 
ſince that ſerves not for the ſeaſon, nor 
ſuits thoſe ſuſpicions and obſtructions 
which increaſe with age, aſſure your- 
ſelf, that no man that hates the Earl of 
Marr and you fhall ever ſtrain the credit 
of our worthy Cecil, to raiſe their re- 
putation by working miracles ; hoc cre- 
de, et in hoc juſtificabimur. | 
have put all the copies into one 
bulk, and made addreſs to King James, 
that he may peruſe them at his plea- 
fure, the more leiſurely. Once again, 
dear Mr Bruce, farewell; and when 
you ſee honeſt and faithful g, fay no more 
to him from me, but, Adam, bi es? 
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Lord Henry Howard to Mr Edward 
Bruce. 


Ever was any lark more glad of 

day, moſt faithful dear and wor- 

thy Mr Bruce, than I am, that, at the 

folding up of this packet, after all had 

been viewed and reviewed, to ſteal a 

little time for the touching of ſome 

things, and adventuring them at this 
laſt puſh hopefully. 

After that Northumberland had 
brought the letter of King James, writ- 
ten to himſelf, to Cecil, and withal pre- 
ſented unto him certain meſſages by 
word of mouth, recommended to him 
alſo, as he ſays, by Percy from King 
James, Cecil ſeemed to accept his 
kindneſs very thankfully ; but after he 
was departed, ſent for me, and ſeemed 
very much to wonder at the meſlages 


which Percy delivered, and you ſhall 
find 
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find ſet down in my ſecond letter by 
this diſpatch to King James. Becaule 
thoſe meſſages did ſeem to ſet a greater 
price upon the man than he delerves, 
or Cecil, out of the knowledge of his 
| falſehood, would with that he ſhould 
hold, and therefore becauſe exceptions 
might ſeem more {ſtrange out of the 
mouth of him, in whoſe hand the let- 
ter was left in truſt, than from me, 
whom duty and care of the ſervice 
might move to fpeak plainly without 
particular reſpects, he deſired me to 
Write in my own ſtyle, as I have now 
done, to qualify this truſt, and deliver 
plainly to his Majeſty, under correc- 
tion, what my reaſon judgeth of the 
meaſure that is to be kept with him. 
My anſwer which appeareth in my ſe— 
cond letter to King James, did content 
exceedingly; and in few words, the 
meaſure which he deſireth to be holden, 
and I alfo, in tenderneſs of zeal and in- 
comparable affection to King James, 
hold moſt ſafe, is ſtill to uſe him well, 
to retain this pledge of his profeſſion 

to 
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to make him ſure, and as occaſion doth 
ſerve, ſometime to comply with cour- 
teſies, but never to give him the leaſt 
light of any kind of favour or reſpect 
to Cecil, never to give him audience 
in his advices, which muſt either be 
idle, having no friend, or dangerous, 
being bent to particular [ends], and, 
laſt of all, that his Majeſty cut off all 
ordinary traffic of intelligence, becauſe 
it will let a thouſand lights into the 
myſtery. 

The man is beloved of none, fol- 
lowed by none, truſted by no one no— 
bleman or gentleman of quality within 
the land beſide his faction, no not by 


the gentlemen or peaſants of his own 


country, in reſpect of his vexation and 
ſport, which you may know by your 
next neighbours ; and the Queen re- 
peated one month ſince, when ſhe was 
moved in his behalf for a regiment, ſay- 
ing, That Raleigh had made him as o- 
dious as himſelf, becauſe he would 
ſnot] be ſingular, and ſuch were not 
to be employed by princes of ſound po- 


licy. 
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licy. There is no ſecret which he re- 
vealeth not to all his own men, which 
Cecil would have your Majeſty to know 
as from me, leſt he ſhould hold Cecil 
an accuſer of a man that repoſeth truſt, 
though the true cauſe thereof be, as he 
ſays, not election of worth, but provi- 
ſion for ſecurity. It is far from me or 
Cecil to reſtrain the pen of King James, 
by advice, from giving good aſſurance 
unto great ones at their firſt approach, 
and to the meaner ſort by meſſages ; 
but ibi ponat obicem, comparing the 
danger with the debility, the likelihood 
of diſcovery with the poverty of adver- 
tiſement : for whenſoever King James 
receiveth from him, as Cecil willed me 
to write, any council-plot, caution or 
diſcovery that is worth the paper which 
he ſpends, he would have King James 
hold himſelf no body. If you hold 
this temper, you win ground; for I 
proteſt to God, nothing vexeth Cecil 
ſo much as truſt imparted above merit 
unto men that are unſecret and indiſ- 
creet, weakening the wall ſometime 


more 
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more in a day, by mining under ground 


among his fellow pioneers by giddineſs, - 


than we can devile to repair in a year 
by diſcretion. 

The cauſe of his coming unto King 
James in ſuch poſt of late, grew 
two ways, one by deſire to have a kind 
of tack upon his complices, the other 
upon anger and vexation at the Queen's 
deep hatred and daily invectives; for 
finding his hopes in the preſent forlorn, 
which is a mortal wound to a mind 
that is ambitious, he ſeeks to bind up- 
on the future, finding Mountjoy and 
Southampton planted, againſt whom 
his practices work everlaſtingly. But 
you know my old poſition, ſive per i- 
ram, /roe per invidiam, modo prædi- 
cetur Chriſtus ; the greateſt care is in 
giving ſatisfaction without prejudice. 
No man alive could anſwer more judi- 
cioully, adviſedly and reſervedly, than 
King James did, in verbo ſcripto; but 
the traditions did a little trouble, 
which, upon the ſcanning of the mat- 
ters, your next may ſatisfy, taking the 
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judgment only to be mine, and the 
King delivering his own proportions as 
ſeems beſt to him. You will obſerve a 

very ſtrange trick in the end of my ſe- 
_ cond letter to King James played by 
Northumberland, and which had un- 
done us all if it had not been met with- 
al, and now hath undone himſelf, if he 
did know what I know, utterly. 

Dear Mr Bruce, in any caſe move 
King James by his next, to take in very 
thankful part the {topping of that prac- 
tice; for it is true that, if you under- 
ſtood the ſecret, the merit is exceeding 
great; beſide Sir Francis Vere's affec- 
tion to King James, which I know to 
be reſolute, therefore believe that gra- 
titude upon occaſion breeds affection 
to you further. . | 

Cecil is infinitely deſirous that King 
James, as he favours him, ſhould write 
the letter of ſatisfaction concerning 40 
by the very next diſpatch; for it ſhould 
ſeem to me, by ſecret intimation from 
Cecil this afternoon, that the party is 
a little tickle, and like ra/a tabula, 

that 
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that is, ready both to receive and to 
retain the firſt impreſſion that is ſet- 
tled, and therefore put his Majeſty in 
mind of the old maxim of our law, 
Puod nullius eſt, occupanti couceditur, 
and in re dubia melior eft conditio poſ- 
ſidentis. Cecil was glad that the 
wrong which Northamberland did to 
me from Percy's mouth, had given me 
juſt occaſion to ſpeak with that full ſpi- 
rit wherein I was careful that particu- 
lars might be delivered. The letter 
ſent by King James to Northumber- 
land was ſealed with a hart in a half 
moon. I have not ſeen that ſeal be- 
fore, which moved Cecil to make me 
aſk, whether it were authentical, or 
art were uſed by Percy to make propo- 


ſitions more plauſible ? for Northum- 


berland in vanity and humour caſts this 
figure in a thouſand moulds, ever hold- 
ing this foundation, that he would 
make the King fait to Raleigh and Cob- 
ham in triplicity. 

It is advertiſed from you, that Sir 
Thomas Ereſkine ſhall go Colonel into 
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the Low Countries, and thete train 
more men againſt the day, and work 
upon the Engliſh alſo, both for aſſiſt- 
ance in the future, and intelligence in- 
ſtantly, and withal that Burley * goes 

to 


* Sir Michael Balfour of Burlie, the volume 
A, 4. 5. in the Advocate's library, is chiefly 
compeſed of his negotiations; from them it ap- 
pears that King James propoſed to marry his 
ſon to the Dake's daughter; and as both were 
infaats, that the Great Duke ſhould pay part 
of the portion in hand, to be reſtored with inter- 
eſt in caſe the marriage ſhould not take effect. 

In the firſt draught of Burlie's inſtructions, 
the marriage alſo of the King's daughter, and 
the great Duke's ſon is propoſed ;. but this would 
have occaſioned a ſet-off, and ſpoilt the ready- 
money project; accordingly it is omitted in the 
ingroſſed inſtructions. 

T here is a paſſage in Burlie's inſtructions, 
which ſhows that King James was not quite ſo 
t-cret in his Englith negotiations as he ought to 
hive been, © Cum ab ipſius Celſitudine (ſays 
ede King) prudentiſſime nobis fuiſſet conſul- 
tum, ut ad noſtrum in Angliæ regnum jus fa- 
** c:i\us conſequendum, ad firmiorem intra reg- 
num amicitiam promptiorem tutioremque vi- 
* am pararemus: fieretque ut per diſſidium Ef- 
* texiz Comitis et Cecllii regni ſeeretarii, noſtrum 
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to Florence about contracts and crowns, 
Sc. Cc. 
Never write word to me of any thing 


© in incerto conſilium verſaretur, dubii utri po- 
** tius eſſet inclinandum, quod hic aulæ gratia, 
ille favore populi prævaleret, tandem ubi de 
Eſſexia jam actum eſt, eaque ſpes aliquatenus 
* ſopita, longius haud cenfuimus cunctandum, 
1 quin Celſitudinis ſuæ oraculo moniti eam ſu- 
* mus ſecuturi viam quam nobis judicaverit 
« utiliſimam.” 

From the ſame volume it appears, that King 
James, after his acceſſion to the throne of Eng- 
land, deſired to borrow 500,000 crowns from 
the Great Duke. This fum he afterwards re- 
ſtricted to 300,000, payable in two years: and 
it is inſmuated that now he would be able to 
ſave a million of crowns annually, which Queen 
Eliſabeth uſed to expend upon the Irith wars, 
and for the maintenance of garriſons on the 
frontiers of Scotland. 

The Great Duke ſeems to have had no great 
inclination to lend the money: he is very inqui- 
ſitive about the nature of the ſecurity, and he 
hints, that the conſent of the Pope was neceſſary. 
At this extraordinary ſubterfuge King James 
expreſſes his ſurpriſe, fince Queen Eliſabeth, 
though excommunicated, had been frequently 
engaged with Roman Catholic princes in bor- 
rowing and lending money, 
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by the pigeon, which you would not 
have uſed as a noun ſubſtantive, that is 
ſeen, felt, and underſtood ; for the pac- 
ket is no ſooner in my hand, but I re- 
ſort to Cecil, and open it together in- 
ſtantly. i 
In this diſpatch, if you mark and 
piece them thoroughly, Which a man 
may ſee you do by all your anſwers, 
you will find good ſtuff of many ſorts 
to work and to demur upon. Suppoſe 
when you read all, that I have as well 
a pen of adamant that will not ſhrink, 
as a heart of ſteel that will not yield, 
to do King James ſervice; for many 
may and do exceed my worth ; but I 
proteſt to God, in my own conceit 
none can exceed my affection. I charge 
you by the Trinity that thefe by-marks 
be only ſeen by King James, the Earl 
of Marr, and you; and ever believe 
that I ſhall never joy in my ſoul till I 
make you know by ſome effect agree- 
able to my own deſire how much you 

may diſpoſe of me. 
By the next letter take knowledge of 
the 
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the token which Cecil ſent you for 
your eyes, that he may find how faith- 


fully it was put up in the packet, and 
that it came ſafe to you. 


This half-ſheet is the laſt which you 
ſhould read, though I put it in the firſt 
place to eſcape ſcrutiny, Farewell 
dear Mr Bruce, and the glorious Tri- 
nity proſper and preſerve the royal 
babe that we think fhall be this day 
chriſtened. From the court this 1ſt 
of May * [1602]. Yours affectionate- 
ly and eternally, 

HENRY HOWARD. 


I write this after my laſt letter to 
King James. 


* This date ſeems certain, for the correſpon- 


dence of letters could not have been begun in 


May 1601, and Queen Eliſabeth died before 
May 1603. 
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King James VI. to Lord Henry Hows 
ard. 


Y dear Lord Henry, I perceive 

by your anſwer, that either 

you have miſtaken the meaning of Mr 
Bruce, or elſe he mine, anent f concern- 
ing | my ſending one to Queen Eliſabeth. 
I have therefore thought good in my 
own taconic ſtyle to anſwer all your 
ample Afiatic and endlefs volumes * 
upon that ſubject, all your diſcourſe 
being founded upon that queſtion, 
Whether or no it be fit for me to have 
a reſident lying there? whereof ſurely 
I never meant to doubt; for I have dai- 
ly large experience, that no reſident 
ſent from me could accompliſh the 


This is a very juſt cenſure of Northamp- 
ton's affected and verboſe ſtyle, which I am a- 
fraid may have tired the readers of this collec- 
tion, as much as it ever did the King. 


hundredth 
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hundredth part of that ſervice which 
by the means of my worthy Cecil is per- 
formed unto me there, except, as a 
fool, I would ever be deſirous of 
change : no, my meaning was only to 
have directed to Queen Eliſabeth either 
Mr Bruce, or 9 [David Murray], as 
the neceſſity of ſome apparent occaſion 
had required a greater or meaner meſ- 
ſenger, by that means, once for all, to 
put a ſtay to the longing curioſity of 
men there, not of one or two diſcon- 
tented ſpirits, but of the moſt part of 
the wiſeſt and honeſteſt ſubjects of all 
ranks, that wonder they never hear from 
me, and cannot gueſs at the cauſe of 
my ſilence ; and ſince it is not fit that 
they know what rock I have built up- 
on, it is moſt requiſite that by ſome 
fair ſhift 1 adviſe them to ſecure them- 
{elves upon my watchful providence a- 
gainſt the due time, leſt otherwiſe my 
long flat filence be miſinterpreted by 
them to proceed either from a careleſſ- 
neſs of my own ſtate, or a contempt of 
them; and my meaning is, that the 

meſlenger 
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meſſenger ſhould by Cecil his advice 
frame this anſwer unto them, and up- 
on the diſpatch of his public errand to 
Queen Eliſabeth, to return again. 

I am from my heart ſorry for this ac- 
cident fallen to Arbella *, but as na- 
ture enforces me to love her as the 
creature living neareſt of kin to me, 


next my own children, fo would I for 


her own well that ſuch order were ta- 


ken, as ſhe might be preferved from 


evil company, and that evil-inclined 
perſons might not have acceſs unto her 
to ſupplant her abuſing of the frailty 
of her youth and ſex; for if it be true, 
as I am credibly informed, that ſhe is 
lately moved by the perſuaſion of je- 
fuits to change her religion, and de- 
clare herſelf Catholic, it may eaſily be 
judged, that ſhe hath been very evil 
attended on by them that ſhould have 
had greater care of her, when perſons 


* Lady Arbella Stuart, daughter of Charles 
Earl of Lennox, the younger brother of Henry 
Darnley. 
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ſo odious, not only to all good Eng- 


liſhmen, but to all the reſt of the 


world, Spain only excepted, ſhould 
have had acceſs to have conferred with 
her at ſuch leiſure, as to have diſputed 
and moved her in matters of religion. 
And now to conclude, 1 do not forget 
to take notice of that ne obligation I 
have to my deareſt Cecil for his ſo wiſe 
and honeſt anſwers given to the French 
reſident there *; but how the deep- 
neſs of the King his maſter's reach and 
his may be beſt ſounded and diſcovered, 
I wholly remit it to the provident wiſ- 
dom of Cecil, of whoſe faithful dili- 
gence and yours in all things that may 
concern me, I ſhall never be forgetful, 
but ſhall ever remain, 
Your moſt aſſured and loving 

friend, | 

JamMts R. ＋ 


* See an account of this in Spottiſwoode” 8 
Hiſtory; B. 6. p. 471. 


+ This letter ſeems to be in anſwer to thoſe 
of the 275th April and iſt May [ 1602.]. 
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Lord Henry Howard to the Earl of 
Marr. 


F, during this long ſpace of inter- 
mitting traffic by intelligence, moſt 
noble, dear, and worthy Lord, I had 
not underſtood ſometime by 9 *, the 
meſſenger of ſatisfaction, that his Ma- 
jeſty, with your Lordſhip, and worthy 
Mr Edward Bruce, were in good ſtate 
of health, I ſhould have been diſquiet- 
ed more than I can expreſs: For every 
morning I wiſh for the Earl of Foix his 
familiar at my chamber-door, to bring 
me word, that in hac triplicitate there 
is /olida et perfecta ſanitas. 

We have in England here a ſtrong o- 
pinion, that many men do breed their 
own children with pain in their teeth ; 
and therefore when I heard, that wor- 


* Probably David Murray : See the laſt letter. 
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thy Earl of Marr was aſſlicted with that 
torment, while my Lady was in our 
Lady's bands, I prayed earneſtly, that 
there were no pennance laid on you for 
ſome eſcape in intermedio. For that 
worthy Earl (who is now in heaven) 
was wont to ſay merrily to me, That a 
month was a very long term of abſti- 
nence, for a man that loved good fel- 
lowſhip, and kept no faſting days. 

It grieves me to ſtep out of this vein 
of merriment, becauſe all this while I 
perſuade myſelf, that I enjoy the com- 
fort of your converſation as I was wont; 
but yet the difference is plain: for, 
like Eneas, when I would embrace a 
friend, I catch a ſhadow. Therefore, 
in ſome meaſure, envying thoſe that 
live with you, till I may be fo happy to 
do ſo among others, and in triplicity 
behold that /olem orientem, which doth 
comfort all, I now betake myſelf to 
matters of more moment, though not 
of that alacrity. 

Your Lordſhip may account yourſelf, 
and your aſſiſtant Mr Edward Bruce, 

L for 
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for the travail which you took at your 
being here; for all fruits that you plant- 
ed proſper, and bear happily. Cecil 
willed me to let you know from him, 
that by the ignorance of thoſe that live 
with us, and the blindneſs of their fel- 
lows that advertiſe from you, he doth 
daily more and more oblerve the faith 
that is obſerved, and the caution that 
is there practiſed. It is not long ſince 
one wrote hither, that the Earl of Marr 
ſuppoſing that the Duke of Lennox had 
in ſome ſort tempered the ſharp affec- 
tions of King James to Cecil, by mild 
reports made of the courſes which he 
found at his being here, had cauſed the 
Earl of Marr and his aſſiſtant to wax 
eaſier in their oppoſition, and leſs laxa- 
tive in their exceptions againſt Cecil for 
his backwardneſs. This ſhews your 
ſecrecy, as he doth acknowledge, con- 
ſidering from whence it came, and in- 
ſpires life and motion to the wheels of 
that chariot which the prophet met in 
the way to the great city. He is glad 
to hear, as he ſays, that you are well; 

though 
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though another write to him, that an- 
other is great: Health and greatneſs in 
a man ſo noble and worthy as yourfelf, 
as we think, cannot long be diſſevered. 
] mult tell your Lordſhip in ſecret, be- 
tween you and me, in the wonted man- 
ner, without commiſſion to advertiſe, 
that Cecil, fearing let the Duke * or 
Belltrees had expreſſed fables in ſtrange 
figures, could not gueſs at any other 
ground than ſome chimeras tendered 
from Cobham, Raleigh, and Northum- 
berland, upon their offer to comply; 
although he knew by me, that you and 
Mr Bruce did ſo well know their quali- 
ties, at their being here, as they could 
abuſe in no ſhape, if it were not under 
the diſguiſed habit of pretended inward- 
neſs with him. For the clearing of 
which ſcruple, that which he did re- 
quire me to advertiſe in the firſt of theſe 
two letters to the King, (which he read 
over, and approved much), may let you 


* Duke of Lennox, 
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know ſufficiently, what to conceive of 
that pretence; and yet Mr Bruce will 
inform you further alſo, what courſe 
may be taken for the making uſe of all 
advantages. 

Kildare tells Cecil, that ſhe conceives 
much better of her tabend: and of Ra- 
leigh, than ſhe was wont; becauſe they 
rail not openly in the privy chamber, 
as their manner hath been heretofore. 


But Cecil did plainly thew, that they 


were much more circumſpect, but not 
more kind; more cunning, but not 
more honeſt; though, for his own 
part, if their actions were juſt in other 
kinds, for ſo much as concerns the King 
of Scotland, he would neither blame 
nor juſtify, His eye, he ſaid, was ever 
txed on the Scottith ſphere ; and ſo far 
as the planets moved with this {tate in 
correſpondency, he liked ' of their 
courſe; and held it the part of every 
honeſt man, to judge and ſpeak accor- 
ding to this analogy. She told him, that 
all counſelors had ſhifts to ſave them- 
ſelves from harſh conſtructions, though 

their 
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their actions were oppoſite; but he 
would one day ſee, that the beſt courſe 
was to favour King James, rather than 
to follow the factions of other men. 
Upon this occaſion, ſhe told 9 [David 
Murray ], that ſhe knew not what rec- 
koning to make of Cecil; for ſome- 
times he ſpake of King James with re- 
ſpect, and afterward, in a long time a- 
gain, he would never fo much as ſpeak 
of him. 

It the Duke have recommended un- 
to King James, as he promiſed, the 
damned crew, there 1s no doubt but 
his foundation lies ſtrong: for both Ra- 
leigh and Cobham, ſince the departure 
of the Duke, have argued apainit the 
peril of the Queen's accepting the King's 
offer of the Highlandmen *; Raleigh 
proving by his own experience, that 
they are mutinous, rebellious, and 
dangerous. Cobham hath told the 


* To ſerve in Ireland. 
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Queen, that the deputy's Þ ſucceſs will | 
make him more gracious in the ſight of 
the riſing ſun which he honours ; and 
both Cobham and Raleigh have violent- 
ly preſſed the Queen, for the intercept- 
ing of Dickenſon the ſervant of Kildare; 
that through her ſide they may pierce 
King James, and at one ſtroke give the 
ſtab, both to that intereſt which he 
holdeth at preſent in the Queen's tem- 
perate conceit, and to the liberty which 
men now begin to take in making their 
proſeſſions to look to him. Add unto 
theſe particulars, what is inſerted in 
my letters to the King; and then your 
Lordſhip ſhall perceive, that men can 
hardly do more in ſo ſhort a time, to 
make good the Duke's undertaking for 
their good affections to his Majeſty. 

Tt is true, as Northumberland, one 
of the concert, affirms, that all other 
colours of competition are extinct; 
that there is great danger of being ta- 


* Lord Montjoy, 
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ken ſleepers at tray-trip, if the King 
ſweep ſuddenly; that the world doth 
univerſally bend their biifſes to the 
SCOttiſh ſide ; that the glaſs of time be- 
ing very far run, the day of the Queen's 
death may be the day of their doom, if 
they do not agree with their adverſary 
upon the way, leſt he deliver them to 
the judge, the judge to priſon, unde 
non exibunt donec ultimum quadrantem 
ſolverint. Upon theſe grounds, they re- 
ſolve to make a profler toward the north; 
but without the word of Charles V. 
Plus ultra, which was once Imperial, and 
therefore now refuſeth limitation with- 
in their chapter-houſe. 

I proteſt unto your Lordſhip, that at 
this day, all men ſpeak as freely of the 
next ſucceeding time and heir with us, 
as if they were inſtantly to receive an 
oath at Edinburgh : and therefore no 
marvel, though men that can draw no 
partners in, to conſent to take a true 
man's purſe at Shooter's hill, inſert 
themſelves into the company of honeſt 


men, the bene efſe, and in ommum e- 
ventuin, 
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ventum, till they find a better booty, 
or an expectation of prey that better 
pleaſeth them. 

Sir John Forteſcue *, ſpeaking a 
while agone with a dear friend of his 
own, of the weakneſs of the time, ſaid, 
That his comfort was, that he was as 
old and weak as the time itſelf, being 
born in the ſame year with the Queen; 
but yet he would adviſe his ſon to take a 
right courſe when the hour came, 
without taking knowledge in the mean- 
time, of any perſon or pretenſion; for 
he had found by experience, that they 
that met Queen Mary at London, were 
as well accepted, (ſtanding free from 
former combination) as they that went 
to F raminghain ; and that they that came 
into the vineyard hora undecima had 
denarium, as well as they that had 
{weat before all their fellows. The 
practice of opponents, as he thought, 


+ Chancellor of the Exchequer, 


would 
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would cauſe the labours of all men to be 
holden and accounted meritorious that 
had ſo much diſcretion, as in the mean- 
time to be filent and indifferent. My 
Lord of London *, uſing this argument 
to me the other day, drawn from this 
blind authority, I told him, that I did 
like well of that old knight's direction, 
and for my own part, would allow ſuch 
an Adiaphoriſte. Notwithſtanding, I 
think that thoſe competitors of expec- 
tation and heirs of hope were ſecretly 
encouraged, .to make more account of 
anticipatione : for denarius is eterna 
vita, not modus premii; and therefore 
harmleſs attenders upon fortune's o- 
racles may have locumin choro, but the 
text doth not promiſe vocem in cahitu- 
lo. They that met Queen Mary at 
London, without labouring or work- 
ing any way for her admiſſion before 
that fatal hour came, were freed from 


* Richard Bancroft, afterwards Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury. 


puniſhment, 
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puniſhment, but never, that I find, em- 
ployed with confidence; excepting on- 
ly ole or two, that were ſick for fear, 
and made that an excule of their loiter- 
ing to a princeſs that believed antiqui- 
ty; but ſuch perſons as they think *, 
that are adventurous, never call to 
mind the recordare, which was uſed to 
the glutton by Abraham; Recordare, 
quia recepiſti bona in vita tua, et La- 
zarus ſimiliter mala; nunc autem hic 
conſolatur, tu vero cruciaris; nor who 
it was that ſaid, Jui mecum patitur, 
mecum coronabitur. 

Bothwell F hath written of late into 
Scotland; the letters are current among 
great perſons: and though it be as 
great a ſecret as any we account of, 


* There is ſomething wanting in the MS, ; 
probably, h think that others are,” Oc. 


+ Francis Stewart Earl of Bothwell; the 
recital of whoſe various fortunes would require a 
volume. 
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your Duke and good-brother * knows 
of it, and hath read the letters : In one 
of which he promiſeth, ere it be long, 
to land in Scotland, or near to Scotland ; 
and, touching theKing of Spain, whom he 
calls his maſter, he tells miracles. It ever 
word were ſpoken, or ſhe made of this, 
I were undone; for I am charged not to 


ſpeak, conſidering from whom we res. 


ceive this advertiſement. 

Your Lordſhip is hardly borne by 
great ones; but it ſkilleth not, ſince the 
greateſt knows your worth, and proves 
your merit. The baudogs bark at wor- 
thineſs, when it arrives at the port of 
honour ; but, in time, either they grow 
familiar, or a piece of bread with a pin 
will quiet them F. 


Raleigh and Cobham, as they vaunt- 


themielves, have agreed with the Duke 


* Duke of Lennox, whoſe ſitter, Lady Mary 
Stewart, was the wife of the Earl of Marr, 


+ Alluding to a method of killing dogs, by gi- 


giving them a morſel, in which ſomething ſharp 
is concealed, 
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to further all the plots that ſhall be 
recommended hither, and returned 
back with a new creſt for the weaken- 
ing of you and Mr Bruce; whom they 
give out to be oppoſite to the Duke, 
in ſeeking to hold King James at the 
Queen's devotion, and to draw him all 
they can from having a good conceit of 
the Queen, or her chief counſellors of 
ſtate, reſenting (till the death of Eſſex, 
and deſiring for revenge the ſtate's con- 


fuſion. Cecil knows all this, and 


makes the better ſport; becauſe he 
hears that all their flattery to him, is 
only to incenſe him againſt you and 
Mr Bruce, and to draw the King, by 
compliments from hence, to entertain 
both there and here new followers and 
favourites. Your Lordſhip may believe, 
that hell did never ſpew up ſuch a 
couple, when it caſt up Cerberus and 
Phlegethon. They are now ſet on the 
pin of making tragedies, by meddling 
in your affairs; ſince among us, long- 
er than they follow the Queen's humour 
in diſclaiming and diſgracing honeſt 
men, 
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men, their credit ſerves them not : 
For my Lord Admiral * the otaer day 
wiſhed from his ſoul, that he had but 
the ſame commiſſion to carry the cannon 
to Durham-houſe, that he had this time 
twelvemonth to carry it to Eſſex houſe, 
to prove what {port he coul4 make in 
that fellowſhip. 

I beſeech your Lordſhip to inquire of 
King James, whether the manager for 
Raleigh with the Duke were Sir Kobert 
Croſſe or Sir Arthur Gorge; becauſe 
Raleigh told Cecil the other day, of 
Gorge's being in Scotland a long while 
ago, and what he obſerved there: King 
James hath forgotten the name; and 
yet Cecil, I do believe, did gueſs un- 
happily. 

I with ſome time, with my ſoul, 
your Lordſhip and Mr Bruce were with 
me and Cecil, to laugh at this conven— 
tion of the King's new followers, that 
think to catch the wind in a net, and 


* Charles Howard Earl of Nottingham. 
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to dance in a net; and yet no man able, 
by the working of ſome ſecret charm, 
to look on them. 

I humbly beſeech your Lordſhip to 
interceſſe for honeſt and faithful q, 
that, for his credit, and the notice of 
his faithful - ſervice in theſe parts, it 
would pleaſe his Majeſty to grace him 
with ſome badge of his benignity. 

Cecil hath been fick of this new diſ- 
eaſe, as your Lordſhip may ſee by this 
ſcribbling: and make his excuſe for not 
adventuring with his aching head to 
indite to King James, but to uſe a bad 
ſecretary, which is myſelf, to expreſs 
his affection and thankfulneſs. 

King James did ſo rightly touch the 
right vein of his content at this time, 
both in that he wrote with his own 
gracious hand, and in that which he 
ſignified by Mr Bruce, as it is not poſ- 
ſible for more ſatisfaction to dwell in 


him. 


I have ſent to King James a full an- 
ſwer to his articles, according to the 
portion of time which 1 could ſpare 

from 
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ſrom letters, in this ſtreight of time; 
hoping that your Lordſhip and Mr 
Bruce will ſupply by your conſtruction 
what wanteth in my ability, 

Sweet Lord, I beſeech you be care- 
ful, that all be burnt, after King James 
hath been pleaſed to run over them. 
The world's miſtaking of your ſervice, 
ſhews your wiſdom in deſerving; no 
leſs by concealment of the courſe, than 
in working the concluſion. 

Mr Bruce will tell your Lordſhip, 
that I am grown a Spaniard, according 
to my Lady Kildare's conceit, though, 
in reſpect of kindred, ſhe be forry, and 
the only man that detains Cecil from 
aſſecting King James and his hopes hi- 
therward. Becauſe jigſtus eſt prior 
accuſator ſui, I accuſe myſelf ; that 
by my falſchood you may conclude, 
that either there is no faith in Ifrael, 
or not at Durham houle in likelihood, 
if I become an apoſtate, and as St Paul 
ſays, cum aliis predicaverit iþſe fiat 


retrobus, — my head, my hand, and all 
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is weary ; thereſore I beſeech your 
Lordſhip to excuſe my ſcribbling. 


Pofiſcript to the Earl of Marr. 


Sweet Lord, not knowing how far 
it Coth like you, that our Royal King 
James ſhould look into this particular, 
which concerns a private courſe, I 
thought good ſor the ſafeſt courſe, in 
omnem eventum in abſlracto, to ad- 
vertiſe it. 

It is advertiſed by a very ſecret mean, 


as your Lordſhip, by looking into the 


matter, may conceive; that both by 
letter, and again at Stirling by diſcourſe, 
your worthy, conſtant, and moit care- 
ful wife, did challenge the Duke of un- 
kindnels, for oppoſing againſt you, that 
were ſo nearly allied to him, and never 
wronged him. She ſought to juſtify 
your conſtant dealing in his abſence ; 
and further urged him, in caſe he were 
not clearly fatistied, to diſcharge the 
bottom of his ſtomach, for diſperſion 
of all crudities that were thus multi- 
plied, 


r 


plied, for ſeparation and diſtraction in 
amity. The Dake, as it is ſaid, did in 
a ſort clear you, and lay the burden on 
ſome near friend of yours, which, as he 
thought, abuſed you. 


Since that, about the 15th of May, 


the Duke and your Lordſhip coming 
late together from Dumfermline by ac- 
ciclent, things came to be fo nearly 
ſifted between you and him, as your 
Lordſhip ſought moſt earneſtly, that 


Sir Thomas Erſkine might be charged. 


with the full weight of all former im- 
putation ; which the Duke in no wiſe 
would admit, but charged you upon 
the bond of brotherhood not once to 
deal in it. lis reaſon was, becauſe it 
migat be, that Sir Thomas Erſkine, 
out of an humour of ambition to ſhut 
up the King's ſervices within himſelf, 
without ill will or malice to hiniſelf, 
had proceeded thus far; in reſpect 
whereof he would not have your Lord- 
ſhip any way to ſtir, till he faw further 

time; which you did promiſe him. 
This ſecret cometh frum as cloſe a 
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cabinet as any is among your oppoſites; 
and taking the leaſt vent by diſcovery, 
might do much harm. Wherefore 1 
leave it among many other myſteries in 
the cabinet of your true friendſhip ; 
and defire that it may reſt there, riil I 
ſend the key of confidence, and diſpen- 
fation to ſet it at liberty. 

It is faid, that Roxburgh * is yet a 
friend to the Duke, but of no conſtant 
proof; which made the Duke, in being 
at his houſe, to uſe reſervedneſs; 
whereof the other hath complained 
bitterly. 

Burn this, dear Lord, and retain the 
writer in your worthy conceit ; who 
is, and ever will be yours, while he is 
any thing. 

June 4. [1602.] 
HEnRY lIOoWaARD. 


* Robert Carr Earl of Roxburgh, 
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Lord Henry Howard to Mr E. Bruce. 


Hough it be certain that the long 


pauſe which you took in anſwer- 


ing the three packets, moſt dear and 
worthy Mr Bruce, did move ſome 
ſcruples in the mind of Cecil and me, 
that ſomewhat had miſcarried, conſider- 
ing our earneſt inſtance for preſent 
ſatisfaction to the admiral *, who 
thought every day a year till he heard 
from thence; yet King James in this 
laſt hath plainly ſpecified the motive of 
that pauſe ; and you have fo particular- 
ly traced every point, as that we do 
now more commend the ſober elephant, 
which by long travelling delivereth her 


burden ſafe, than the fleet brache, que 
cæcos parit catulos. 


The rare experience which we have 
had of a ſweetneſs, patience, and thank- 


» Charles Howard Earl of Nottingham, 
fulneſs 
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fulneſs in the mind of our moſt ineſti- 
mable King James, above all other 
princes of his time, at the leaſt, if not 
of any time, makes us more adventu- 
rous upon that coaſt than any other in 
the world, and more willing to com- 
mend our humble counſels to the mo- 
deration of his mild ſpirit, than his 
condition to events of after-claps. 
Dear Mr Bruce, you may conceive, 
that this duality of Cecil and me in 
their divers parallels, have been as 
ſtrongly exerciſed, and as ſoundly ſea- 
ſoned for all eſſays, as any whatſoever 
in this land. We know very well of 
what weight thoſe motives ought to be 
that ſhould induce us once to touch 
the hem of that veſture which we be- 
lieve and wiſh to be inviolate. Both you 
and the Earl of Marr *, at your being 
here, 


* The reader muſt always. remember, that 
King James was to have the inſpection of this 
letter, and therefore it was proper to ſay ſome- 
what of the commendations beſtowed by the 
Earl of Marr upon Queen Anne, That he was 


indeed ſo eloquent in her praiſe, is not very 


probable, 


r 


here, have made us acquainted with ma- 
ny royal parts inveſted in that perſon 
which is dear to him, that is more dear 
to us than any pen can deliver. We 
apprehend the curſe of heaven againſt 
all giddy boutefeux that dare preſume 
to put their hand between the bark 
and that cedar-tree whoſe ſhadow yield- 
eth refrigerium optatiſſimum in eſtu 
rapaciſ/imo. We taſte the bitterneſs 
of all fruits that ſpring out of ſuſpicion 
in the bond of love. We do imagine 
that we feel, or rather we feel indeed, 
the wound of a kind affection in ſo 
great inwardneſs; we foreſee the diſ- 
turbances of good courſes in ſo clear a 
calm; we fear the drowning of fair ſe- 
quences, by imaginations improved i- 
dly ; we conceive the tenderneſs of inſi- 
nuation that belongs to ſuch an office; 
we doubt the peril of diſcovery by 
light of circumſtance; we preſume 


probable. Their quarrel about the cuſtody of 


Prince Henry's perſon, in 1505, was much too 
violent to be forgotten on either ſide. See Dr 
Birch's Life of Prince Henry, p. 11.13. 
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precipitation of accidents without a 
ſure foundation, 

Hut having now to deal with a prince 
of ſo {weet nature, as can hear without 
paſſion, obſerve without taxation, re- 
duce without diſtemper, diſtinguiſh 
without prejudice, allow what is due 
to merit, fortify what is ſubject to cir- 
cumvention, and (which we reverence 
and value above all) uſe caution with- 
out condemnation; there is no cauſe 
to ſhrink upon the fear of ſhadows, 
which make ſhews, to nouriſh minds 
with milk that are able to digeſt ſtrong- 
er food, nor to conceal thoſe circum- 
ſtances which do only tax facility, with 
advantage to thoſe inſtruments whoſe 
purpoſe is /ub viridi to (ting mortally. 
For we that live here in a milder cli- 
mate, and are taught by cuſtom to e- 
ſteem of princes, ſtates, and accidents, 
with greater caution, reſpect, and ten- 
derneſs, than the Scottiſh liberty re- 
gards *; the values that are ſet on 


” 


# A remarkable ſaying : it is the language of 
one bred up under the domination of the impe- 
rious houſe of Tudor. 


them, 
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them, may juſtly be diſpenſed with in 
meaſuring thoſe perils by the compaſs of 
our own, and in taking thoſe diſcreet 
and wary courſes, not only for deſcrip- 
tion, but for prevention of harms, 
which both out of affection we would, 
and out of duty ſhould, in re politica, 
in caſe King James were at this pre- 
ſent what he is like in time to be. 

No perſon living, dear Mr Bruce, 
can aſcribe more honour to Queen 
Anne, nor belove her with greater re- 
verence and confidence, in reſpect of 
her own royal and worthy parts, than 
Cecil and I, holding it in our conceit 
a matter as impoſſible for her mind to 
harbour an unkind conceit againſt a 
royal huſband, ſo reſpeQive, kind, re- 
ligious, and chaſte, than for the ſea to 
brook a dead body, for any faculty to 
work out of itſelf againſt itſelf, or wor- 
thy cauſes to bring forth effects that are 
contrary. Sed de iis diſtinguendum 
inter. ſapientes, que per ſe coutingant, 
et que per accidens. 

It that worthy princeſs, or any prin- 
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ceſs in the world, were able at all times 


to judge of offers made by all forts of 
inſtruments, rather by the mild eye of 
her own columbine integrity, than the 
ſpectacles of infuſed prejudice ; if it 
were poſſible to walk among ſcorpions 


- without peril, or upon a green ſwarf 


without miring, where ſhadows abuſe 
ſimplicity ; if the glimmering of her 
countenance might not be a maſk for 
greater miſchiets than her mildneſs doth 
apprehend ; if they that falſely vaunt 
themſelves to move by divine influence, 
would move no faſter, nor any farther 
than that compaſs leads; if nothing 
more could happen in the courſe of a- 
gitation than at the firſt was molded i 


 propoſito ; if they that ſeek her coun- 


tenance when they cannot get the 
King's, and to make a ſeparation in 
individuo, had the ſame ends with 
her, and did not pretend apparentia, 
when they purpoſe pe/ima, which is 


far from her perfection; if it were as 


well in their election that walk down 
hill to ſtop ſuddenly, as it was in theirs 
that 
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that put them forward at the firſt, not 
to uſe either motion or impulſion at 
all; if we did not find by the theorics 
of heaven itſelf, that the virtue of thoſe 
planets, which by nature are benign 
and gracious, by ungracious irradia- 
tions and aſpects of others, loſe a great 
part of their own perfection, though 
they change not to malignity, we need 
no more to be afraid of any courſe or 
action wherein Queen Anne hath either 
intelligence or ſhare, than that a vine 
ſhould produce any fruit that were ve- 
nemous ; for qualis ef? cauſa procatar- 
tica, talis eſt effettus ordinarius ; and 
the ſpirit of truth itſelf hath ſaid, that 
ut ex eodem fonte emanent amara et 
dulcid ie. àduν,enz. 

But what man alive is able by diſcre- 
tion or authority to bound the prac- 
tices of ill- affected inſtruments, which 
to bring themſelves into the ways of 
their own undutiful intentions, do not 
care how briglit and clear the ſtar be 
that direct them, ſo they may be ſure of 
dark nights afterward to make preys 
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upon paſſengers; the children of the 
prophets themſelves taking pleaſure 
ſometime to pick fallads inter herbas 
agreſtes, though they meant nothing 
lefs, yet among other ſimples did gather 
coloquintida. We know very well of 
what ſex ſhe was that believing ſudden- 
ly, becauſe ſhe thought none had been 
worſe affected than herſelf, found no 
better excuſe in the end, than that the 
ſerpent had deceived her. Out of cu- 
riofiry to diſtinguiſh inter bonum et 
malum, by taſting fruit that was ſor- 
bidden, grew the {mart of poſterity. 
The razor that is uſed for the cutting 
away dead fleſh, may, by miſtaking 
ſometime, cut thoſe veins and ſinews, 
quibus et vegetamur et vivimus. Qui 
tangit picem inquinabitur, and eſpecial- 


ly that kind of pitch which is infe/ta 
regibus. Theſe ſecret ever-droppers 


were not wiſe enough in their own 
generation, in caſe they ſhould acquaint 
Queen Anne, whole intentions are pure, 
with the worſt and uttermoſt that is 
intended and endeavoured by their own 


perverſity. 
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perverſity. The ſirens ſing, the cro- 
codiles lament, the devil himſelf is 
transformed in Angelum lucis, that he 
may ſeduce thoſe ſouls that are inno- 
cent. The Ducheſs of Pennaſcol in 
Arragon, being perſuaded by ſome ſy- 
cophants at court to give the King a 
certain decoction for increaſe of kind- 
neſs to herſelf, gave him opium in ig- 
norance, which made him to ſleep 
longer than ſtood well with his ſecuri— 
ty. So long as a gentle ear is open to 
perſuaſion, there will not want a ſer- 
pent's tongue to corrupt affection. 
The preſumption of malecontents doth 
ever ground itſelf upon the facility of 
thoſe diſpoſitions that are leaſt apt to 
ſuſpect harm : where the motive of in- 
ſinuation proceeds from a pretence to 
concur with all aflections in correſpon- 
dency, compaſſion of feigned tears, ea- 
ſineſs to be abuſed with illuſions of 
outward ſhews, deſire to be reputed 
merciful toward thoſe which complain 
moſt bitterly when they have loſt their 
ſting, without examination of grounds, 
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gives advantage to preſumption, aſſiſt- 
ance (though againſt their wills) to 
diſſimulation, and encouragement to 
conſpirators: Inter ſcorpiones nemo 
ſecurus ingreditun. The way to pre- 
vent peril, is to eſchew the means, 
Marks are ſet upon doors, to prevent 
ſound bodies from contagious reſorts; 
non eſt arandum cum bove et aſino; 
and that vinum amavile, which looketh 
like amber in the cup, as the Proverbs 
[ſpeak], if the wiſeſt ladies in the 
world be not wary and adviſed above 
expectation, in fine mordebit ut colu- 
ber. 

Far be it from us to accuſe thoſe that 
are innocent in heart, when we labour 
to prevent thoſe, qui domos penetrant 
ut illudant credulitati. We mean 
not to demonſtrate errors, but to an- 
ticipate advantages; not to diminiſh 
confidence, but to arm facility ; not to 
move ſuſpicion, where affections are 
ſound, but ro purge all cauſes of ſcan- 
dal, that faiti alone may be ſoundly 
Juitified, Our end is only to awake 
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your caution, in putting vile perſons, 
malecontentsand boutefeuæ, out of their 
unworthy trade, that, under colour of 
acceſs, feed faction, and, by ſuggeſting 
motives of diſcontent, pleaſing hu- 
mours, and pretending faith, conceal 
their treachery. We humbly with that 
King James will be more than ordinari- 
ly watchful in removing all deceiving 
ſpirits, which were able to deceive the 
very ſaints themſelves, if for the true 
elects ſake the days were not limited. 
No true friends under heaven can be 
diſpenſed with in fecreting or covering 
thoſe ſores of inward anguiſh in the 
minds of ill inſtruments, which for 
want of caution in cutting off their cur-,, 
rent, like the fire of St Anthony, ex 
poſt facto, may impoſtumate; for of 
philoſophers we learn, that ge, of 
the divines, that boni angel; are ap- 
pointed by God to be ſecret counſellors 


in directing all men to thoſe ends 


which providence appoints; and there- 
ſore it were requilite that princes 
ſhould be made acquainted with their 
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own affairs by ſuch familiars, as living 
in a purer element, can beſt progno- 2 
ſticate what ſtorms are like to light Rx 
ſignis imminentibus. By premonition |: 
to princes that are temperate and wiſe, {| 
the worſt that can ſucceed, is caution |? 
npon ſome likely cauſe ; but by con- 
cealment of impulſive accidents, it 
happens that the miſchief lighteth in our 
necks before we prepare the remedy. 
The burgeſſes of Troy began to groan, 
and to lament, when the battery drew 
near; but Caſſandra the true prophet- 
eſs advertiſed when Sinon began to 
work. Idle artificers think it ſufficient 
to have a well in their houſe to quench 
fire if it chances to kindle ; but a wary 
workman hath an eye to the furnace, 
that all ſparks may be ſmothered. Di- 
cit piger, leo c/? in via; but a truſty 
ſentinel gives a quick alarm upon the 1 
firſt ambuſcado that appears in his ſpe- | 
culation, quod ſi ſpeculator viderit | 
gladium venientem et buccina non in- 
ſonuerit, ſaith the Holy Ghoſt, idle 
quidem in iniquitate ſua capietur, 
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If there were any thing in this world, 
next to the life of our own ſovereign, ſo 
precious and dear to Cecil and me, as the 


preſervation of the ſucceeding Majeſty; 


if there were any other mean of ſecu- 
ring both eſtates, both in preſent and 
future, beſide his maintenance ; if we 
could make choice of any other 
grounds whereon to meditate, or cau- 
ſes whereon to joy, after the ſetting ot 
that ſun which now ſhines chearfully, 
beſide himſelf; if, “ had I wiſt,” were 
were a diſpenſation upon default for ſuſ- 
pended advertiſement ; if we could pre- 
ſume of life an hour with a quiet con- 
ſcience, after we were able juſtly to 
accuſe ourſelves of negligence, in ſet- 
ting light preſumptions of peril, which 
are the ſeeds of ſmart to follow, and in 
time might either have been diverted 


by diſcretion, or at the leaſt avoided 


by advertiſement; if daintineſs were as 


excuſable as caution is expedient: to 


conclude, if one and the ſame reaſon 
have exempted overſights in war, 
and too great negligence in ſcanning 

perils 
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perils that concern the lives and ſtates 
of princes, from diſpenſation and remiſ- 
ſion, quod commiſſa reparare nequeant, 
and without diſcovery of agitation, 
there can be found no other eaſe to con- 
ſcience and endleſs love; you [may] 
perſuade yourſelf, dear Mr Bruce, that 
we would have traverſed a thouſand ſe- 
cret paths, and have caſt our care in as 
many diverſe moulds, before we had 
preſumed once to touch a circle forti- 
fied with ſo many binding charac- 
ters of confidence and religious reſpect, 
or have drawn the conſtant eye of King 
James by the ſhadow to find out the 
longitude. We do but offer; he muſt 
judge; we do but aim, he mult direct; 
we admoniſh, he muſt examine; we 
are the ecchoes that reſound, he muſt 
fearch the concavities. For whenſo- 
ever King J-mes by his judgment ſhall 
ſecure ſuch kinds of traffic from ſuſpi- 
cion, we will ſtrait ſubmit our judg- 
ments without ſcrupuloſity. In the 
mean time, heaven and earth ſhall wit- 
neſs with our fouls, that we neither 

have 
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have forborn, nor ever will forbear to 
premoniſh and advertiſe, whatſoever 
may directly or indirectly tend to the 
conſervation of that dear King, both in 
his perſon and eſtate, keeping (till in 
mind that maxim of the philoſophers, 
That by neglecting media, we are guilty 
of the concluſion; that of the canoniſt, 
Malum qui non impedit adjuvare dici- 
tur ; and, above all, a principle of 
common ſenſe, That princes are the fit- 
teſt judges of all circumſtances that be- 
long to themſelves in particular. The 
burden of our love and conſcience being 
once diſcharged into that ocean of deep 
conſideration, wherein, as St Auguſtin 
writes of a deeper myſtery, a gnat may 
ſwim, and an ox may drown, we reſort 
to private moderation, with a purpoſe 
to like beſt of thoſe things which his 
wiſdom ſhall reſolve, but withal to 


pray inceflantly, that he may reſolve 


upon ſuch motives as are ſafeſt for him- 
ſelf, in cujus unius ſalute communis 


ſalutis cardo vertitur. 


But now, dear Mr Bruce, to prove 
that 
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that our fears have been ſuch, as ac- 
cording to the judgment of your own 
Civilians, both may and ought to cade- 
re in virum conſtantem, to let you 
ſee withal the diflerence between this 
time, wherein the perils of ineſtimable 
King James are ſcanned with cu- 
riolity, and thoſe former times, where- 
in they were created, praiſed, and abet- 


ted without ſcruple, 1 will lay down ſo 


many demonſtrations as are ripe for 
diſcovery, and appeal to your own 
Judgment, whether it were not requi- 
lite, in caſe we ſhould either not hear 
what is ſounded, nor regard what 
threatened, or not advertiſe what is 
certified, that our Bleſſed Saviour 
ſhould come again, and fay to ns, 
as he did to the deaf and blind man 
in the goſpel, Ephphatha. 

Out of France it hath been now thrice 
advertiſed, that perſons of beſt credit 
with the King have earneſtly perſuaded 
him to have an earneſt eye to the Scottiſh 
ſtate; becauſe time never ſerved fo fit- 
ly for the plotting of his projects as 


now, 
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now, when not only Ruben in ſe diviſo, 


fadta eſt magnanimorum contentio, but 
beſide a ſecret flaw will further ſome 


proceedings that as yet is undiſcovered. 
Dethick * directed much about the ſame 


time by a ſecretary to the Duke of Flo- 
rence, who is French for life, under the 
colour of a ſleeveleſs errand, addeth to ſus 
ſpicion; depending upon Shirley r, who 

doth 


* JI have not been able to diſcover what is 
meant by Dethick. 


+ The famous Sir Anthony Shirley, a partiſan 
of Spain; able, inſinuating, falſe, His nego- 
ciations with King James, may poſlibly be here- 
after publiſhed, | 

What follows may ſerve as a ſpecimen of Shir- 
ley's dangerous politics, He thus writes, 
Since one great ſtrength of his Majeſty's oppo- 
* ſite groweth upon the good ſucceſs and pro- 
s ſpering of the preſent authority which now ru- 
6 leth England under her Majelly, he mutt be 
* contented to walte away the vigour of that by 
* ſome inſenſible yet powerful means, and to 
„ ſuſfer the impoveriſhment of that ſtate for the 
e preſent, that the particular grievances of the 
* ſubjects may make em odious ever which now 
© govern them, whenſoever Gd ſhall ſend an al- 


© texation ; for which he hath excellent means, 


K 8 


$56. LET 7 EK Ab 


doth only watch to ſet his compaſs, as the 
reaſons and reſpects of ſtate embolden 
him. The coming of the French am- 
baſſador * at this time, when he can 
alledge leaſt likelihood of any reaſonable 
cauſe to ſend, conſidering the quiet on 
all coaſts by which the French ſhould 
ſail, ſecures all uncertainties. The 


cas declared amply by Mr Keith, and part of 
e that purpoſe is already ated here by ſome 
* good means, which hath been wronght, the 
« Venetians having reſtrained the Englith from 
* trading to any part of their dominions, but 
the port of Venice only, —— Since it is moſt 
.*© neceſſary to make that ſtate as weak as may 
be, ſo that it may have validity only to ſtand, he 
<* mult be pleaſed to foment the wars of Ireland 
in ſuch ſort, that the Queen may be ever 
driven to expence, and that no neceſlity oblige 
the Spaniard again to intermingle himſelf in 
his Majelty's intereſt ; ſo that he may be kept 
free for all accidents which may occur,” 
MSS. Advocates Library, The reader will be 
ſhocked, at ſeeing an Engliſhman propoſe mea- 
ſures ſo deſperate and unnatural, 


* Baron De Tours, He ſet out from Paris 
24th June 1602. ; Winwoed, vol, 1. p. 422. 


purpoſe 
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purpoſe doth agree directly with the 
warning which was given the Queen by 
ſome whom ſhe has greateſt cauſe 
to truſt in France, that in illam et il- 
lum hc cudetur faba; and that this 
miniſter is only ſent to ſound the depths 
of all your channels, what veſſels, and of 
what burden they cancarry, if occaſion fall 
out, to make adventures to thoſe parts, 
and what pilots among. your greateſt 
malecontents may be wrought upon. 
From Rome hath been twice adverti- 
ſed, that ſtrange aſſurances have been ſent 
from Scotland, of great myſteries and 
miracles to be wrought, in caſe the 
prince * could once be put in the 
hands of a catholic, whereof they were 
in hope, by the favour and endeavour 
of a powerful inſtrument, which would 


ſtrongly labour it. Correſpondent 


comforts in like manner have been ſent 
from Rome to Scotland, in caſe the 
foreign princes catholic might be once 


aſſured of the prince's education, and 


* Henry Prince of Scotland, 
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the powerfulneſs of thoſe that favoured 
the change, that they ſhould not abſo- 
lutely caſt away the ſeed that were be- 
{towed on them to theſe good purpo- 
ſes. We love not to compare exam- 
ples, further than neceſſity and tender- 
neſs doth form compariſon *. But as 
I will not ſpeak of her that is united to 
the worthieſt in individuo, becauſe we 
hold her virtues to be radical, and like 
herſelf; ſo, on the other ſide, I would 
not willingly live to that day, wherein 
the prince's education ſhould reſt in the 
hands of ſuch as are either malecontents, 
or favour malecontents, whatſoever ſha- 
dows may be caſt, or excuſes formed, to 
cloud jealouſy. They that deſire to 
draw an unwilling inſtrument to an 
unſafe counſel, mult deceive as the ſer- 
pent did, by dazzling the ſuperficial con- 
ceit, with Ecce Chriſtus in penetra li- 
bus ; for believing that Queen Anne 
would abhor the counſel that did carry 


* Alluding probably to Queen Anne's former 
attempt to get the cuſtody of Prince Henry, 


prejudice 
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prejudice in the very forehead to her 
worthy King, they take other ways 
in afluring her, that theſe alterations 
are ſafe for this eſtate, that ſhe ſhall be 
ſicut Dii, ſciens bonum et malum; and 
that this change of muſic will not ſound 
any diſcord in the ear of the King, but 
awake him out of his lethargy. It 
chanceth often in the apothecarics ſhops, 
ut tituli habeant remedia, pixicies ve- 
neaa. Cum Abſalom ibant multi fin- 
plice corde, et cauſam penitus ignoran— 
tes; and every man doth know, how 
eaſy it will be accord thoſe in poſiti vo, 
that ſquare in the ſuperlative. If at this 
preſent there be many ſerpents in your 
ſtate that ſuggeſt groſs flatteries in the 
weaker ſex, and without revealing the 
inſide of their hearts, make her believe, 


that the way to greatneſs is poſſeſſion, 


though this fair flower have a bitter 
root; if out of her facility they Wax 
audacious, in encouraging their boute- 
feux abroad to work upon preſumed 
comforts, which in time they hope to 
bring to paſs; if this particular be 
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made a motive to diſturbance conſe- 
quent, as doth appear by manifeſt diſ- 
covery ; if this eccho do rebound from 
foreign parts, before King James be 
_ advertiſed at home: it is no bad noſe 
that deſcries the match before the 
piece take fire; for what effects may 
grow by diſproportion between ſtrong 
deſires, and how ſuddenly the fire of a 
iecret faction doth break out, of en- 
dea v ours that are oppoſite, though we 
could forget, yet late experience would 
teſtiſy *. 

Out of the Archduke's camp, one of 
her Majeſty's greateſt commanders hath 
been advertiſed, that a fire will break 
out in Scotland before it be long, which 
makes Cecil to fear, knowing in what 
ſtate King James ſtands with England 
at this day, that other trains made un- 
der ground by ſecret pioneers, within 
the body of that ſtate itſelf, may break 
out when it is leaſt looked for. 


* Alluding to the tumult raiſed by Eſſex. 
Add 
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Add hereunto the gallant maintenance 
of Gowrie's ſon *, fo near to Scotland, 
and with ſo great ſhews, though no man 
knows from whence, beſide Sir John 
Cary f, who is holden to be very in- 

ward 


* Patrick Ruthven, the ſon of William Earl 
of Gowrie, It was he who wruce the admirable 
letter to the Earl of Northumberiand, vhich 
has been publiſhed in the Cabala, aid in other 
collections of that nature. His daughter was 
married to Vandyck: Watpole's Anccdotes of 
painting, vol. 2. p. 98. 


+ Sir John Cary, ſon of Lord Hunfdon, and 
governor of Berwick, After the death of John 
Earl of Gowrie, 5th Auguſt 1600, his two bro- 
thers took refuge in Berwick. Sir john Cary 
correſponded with Cecil on this ſubject i1cth 
Auguit 16co, he thus writes. The King has 
* made great ſearch, and lays great wait ior the 
two younger brothers, who, by great fortune, 
* eſcaped from the ichools; and not daring to 
** tarTy in Scotland, they are this day come in- 
** to Berwick clotely, in diigused apparel; and 
being brought to me, they only delire, that 
„their lives may be ſafe, and they may have 
a little overſighi here, till the truth of their 
** Cauic may be known: And the pitiful caſe of the 
old diitrefied good Counte;s hath made me the 

O3 willinglier 
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ward in that courſe, as certain gentle- 
men in the north, making ſeveral col- 


ce 


cc 


cc 


lections 


willinglier to give my conſent for their ſtay 
here a while, till I may, by your honourable 
means, know the Queen's Majeſty's pleaſure, 


** whether they ſhall ſtay here, or go ſome whi- 


«c 


ee 


cc 


cc 


ic 


«c 


cc 


cc 


ther farther into the country ; for they only de- 
fire the ſafety of their lives; and the old Count- 
eſs's caſe is pitiful and lamentable. I beſeech 
your honour, let me know her Majeſty's plea- 
ſure, with as much ſpeed as may be; for that 
I would do nothing to offend her Majeſty. The 
poor gentlemen ſtole into the town this morn- 
ing cloſely, and I could not well turn them out 
again, ſeeing they come for refuge to {ave their 
lives, till I know her Majeſty's further plea- 
ſure therein,” 
24th Auguſt 1600, * Upon the receipt of 
your letter of the 16th Auguſt, according to 
the contents thereof, I did ſend for the tutor 
of the two gentlemen, the Earl of Gowrie's 
brothers, who, for my own part, I have not 
yet ſeen ſince their coming into the town, ſo 
cloſe have they kept themſelves, as they have 
never yet ſtirred out of their chamber which 
they firſt entered into, to look abroad; I con- 
ferred with their tutor, which might be the ſe- 
cureſt way for their own ſafety, adviſing them, 
for their better fecurity, to go farther o from 
* the: 
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lections of tokens viſible, and words 
let fall, have advertiſed their own con- 


ceits, 


* theſe bordering places, where the King might 
* not ſo eaſily hear of them, and their being, I 
« withed them to repair towards Richmond, or 
* to Rippon, or to about Hull, or to tome other 


* ſuch inland towns out of the way, where the 


King might not ſo eaſily have intelligence of 
© them, and ſo they to be freer ſrom the danger 
6 of their countrymen, who are very converſant 
„upon the ſtreet-ways. He liking very well 
* hereof, yielded willingly thereto; deſiring 
only, tor that they came very meanly in, with- 
„Out either money, horie, or apparel, to have 
three or four days reſpite, that they might 
** ſend to their friends for money and nags, and 
e {uch other neceſſaries as thould be fit for their 
journey; then will they preſently depart as ſe- 
* cret as may be; and in the mean time, they 
« ſhall remain very cloſe, till their neceſſaries be 
„ gotten, which will be within four days.“ 
4th September 1600. Before this day, I 
© could not by any means get the preſent Earl of 
© Gowrie and his brother out of the town; for 
e that they had ſent to their mother for mainte- 
© nance, and could not hear till now any thing 
from her; and now it falls out ſo ill with them, 
*« as ſhe hath ſent them no manner of mainte- 
„ nance, hoping they ſhould have ſaid here 
till; 


— — . 
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ceits, in conſequence with thoſe other 


fears which have been formerly adverti- 
ſed. 


cc 


The 


fill; neither dares ſhe truſt many of her ſer- 
vants; for if it ſhould be known, that ſhe did 
any manner of way either give them ſuccour 
or maintenance, or any manner of help, ſhe 
ſhould preſently forfeit, and be thrown out of 
all that ſhe hath, Such ſecret ſearch and privy 
ſpial is there through the whole country for her 
and her {ons, as no friend either dare or can 
travel between them ; ſuch privy ſearch is laid 


“for them in all places, as almoſt no man can 


ce 


«cc 


cc 


cc 


«c 
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cc 
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«c 


travel in their country but he is ſearched, 
And if I had ſent them ſooner away, I ſhould 
but have ſent them to, very great danger, ei- 
ther of being killed or taken; for that they 
being very poor themiclves, and having no 
friends, nor any acquaintance, could neither 
have told whither to have gone, or what to 
do. But, finding their ncceſſities, and their 
willingneſs to ſubmit themielves to any ap— 
pointment, and for that I would have them 
out of the town before any fault were found, 
I have found means, that they are furnithed 
with ſome money, and are ſtolen privately out 
of the town, I have ſent them, with a man 
of mine own, to Durham, where they thall 
be ſecretely for a twenty days, till their mo- 
ether 
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The Maſter of Gray hath had long 
conference with Queen Anne; ſince 
which 


ther may take ſome better order for their 
* maintenance; and then they mean to travel 
* to Cambridge, and there to ſtudy for a time. 
« They have none but themſelves, and their 
* ſchoolmaſter with them. All the time of their 
being here they were as in a priſon; for no- 
* body ever ſaw them, neither did they ever ſtir 
* out of their chamber, ſo as there can be no 
* certainty known of their being here, but on- 
ly upon miſtruſt; and as ſecretly are they 
gone out of the town.“ 

21ſt September 1600, * I have even now 
s preſently received your letter of the 1 5th of this 
* inſtant, underſtanding thereby the Queen's Ma- 
*« jelty's pleaſure for the Earl of Gowrie's two 
„ brothers. All that hath been ſaid of them, 


touching their behaviour here in Berwick, is 


but ſurmiſes and ſuppoſes by the contrary par · 
*ty. For Iwill aſſure your honour, upon my 
©« faith, it could not have been better carried, 
* nor cloſelier handled by any creatures living, 
than by them, during their being here; for 
*© myſelt did never ſee them but once, and that 
vas at midnight, only myſelf; and for any o- 
** ther, Iknow they kept themſelves cloſe enough; 
** for they durſt do no otherwiſe, they were 
** 10 afraid of themſelves, They went away as 

« ſecretly; 
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which time his ſtyle is heaved up co- 
thurne altiore, as Cicero ſaid of An- 
thony. Divers of Gowrie's neareſt 
and deareſt friends * have ſecret acceſs 
to perſons of great quality; they keep 
old iſſues open, and feed ſpleen againſt 
all thoſe that are employed and truſted 
in the courſes of the preſent ſtate, which 
the King's wiſdom tempereth. Mow- 


„ ſecretly; and to Durham they went long 
* ſince, with an intent to paſs onward to Cam- 
bridge, as I did before ſignify to your honour, 
* So as what is now become of them, I know 
© not, neither where they be; for ſince their 
© departure, I have not heard of them any 
„thing; ſo as I know not where to hear of 
* them, Thus much I thought good with ſpeed 
** to certify you, that with ſpeed there may be 
*« ſome courſe taken for their diſpatch, ac- 
* cording to her Majeſty's pleaſure,” MS, Pa- 
per-office. By comparing theſe tranſcripts with 
the letter from Lord Henry Howard, the read- 
er will perceive that Cecil did not diſcloſe every 
thing that he knew to King James, 

* It appears from the letters of Nicolſon to 
Cecil, preſerved in the Paper-office, that Bea- 
trix Ruthven, ſiſter of Gowrie, was privately ad- 
mitted into the preſence of Queen Anne of Den- 
mark, | 


bray 
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bray * to Daniel and others did con- 
feſs a purpoſe in his own heart, to be 
made an inſtrument againſt the perſon 
of the King, whenſoever he were ſet 
in hand, and to affect all perſons oppo- 
ſite to the preſent carriage of your af- 
fairs, as he would demonſtrate upon the 
firſt opportunity. If other embryones, 
which are yet informes, but yet danger- 
ous, come any nearer to the likelihood 
of any formal ſhape, his Majeſty ſhall 
be advertiſed; though, in the mean, 
we repute it a great indiſcretion to re- 
veal our uttermoſt, before the deſire of 
utterance, out of a ſound affection, be- 


come ſo ſtrong as the ſon of Creſts 


would, by (training, break the itrings of 


lis tied tongue, to deliver what his 
love and duty binds him to. I conclude 
with advertiſments out of your element 
to ours, from perſons very much mil- 
liked by th2 King, of their increaſe of 


Francis Mowbray, ſon of the Laird of Barn- 
bougle, en, aged in ſome conſpiracy againſt 


King James, See Spottifewoode's Hiſtory, p. 471. 


favour 
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favour in ſome places, and with ſome 
perſons, from whom it were much bet- 


ter for the ſtate that they were baniſh- 
ed *, 


This letter has no date. It ſeems to have 
been ſent ſome time before the letter to King 
James, 24th Auguſt 1602. 


LETTER xt 


Lord Henry Howard to King James. 


T is impoſlible for any other pen 
than that which the Prophet calleth 
calamum ſeribe velociter ſcribentis, 
Moſt Excellent, Moſt Gracious, and 
Moſt Redoubted King James, to pre- 
ſent any figure of humble thankfulneſs 
proportionable to the merit of your 
matchleſs mind, in accepting certain 
late advertiſments, though dipped in 
ſharp ſauce, with a ſweetneſs ſuitable to 
thoſe true and humble afſections that 
are born to you. But to ſpeak truly, 
| it 


* 
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it is neither uſual nor almoſt poſſible 

to find any prince in theſe time-plea- 
ſing days, ſo moderately bounded, and 
ſo evenly poiſed in his affections, as to 
admit timely contradiction by reſpective 
offices, or otherwiſe affected than” he 
that ſaid in Eſay, Nolite aſpicere nobis 
ea que recta ſunt, loquimini placentia, 
or than the King of Iſrael, that com- 
manded the Prophet Micaiah out of his 
ſight, quod non prophetaret quod jucun- 
dum eſt, &c. But herein your Majeſty 
is not unfortunate, that you have light 
upon a Cecil and a Lord Henry How- 
ard ſo ſuitable to your worthy mind, 
as they will {train all things, reveal all 
myſteries, and run upon albrocks, ra- 
ther than diſcharge, by too great confi- 
dence, conceal by too much fear, or ne- 
glect, with over great facility, the leaſt 
ſpark of fire in the fortune of ſo ſweet 
a prince, or charge our own ſelves and 
conſcience with the weight of any grie- 
vous after-coming accident, that might 
have been prevented in caſe it had been 
leaſonably premoniſhed, holding for 
P ever 
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ever ſtedfaſtly that proteſtation of St 
Paul, that neque mors, neque vita, ne- 
que angeli, neque principatus, neque 
virtutes, neque inſtantia, neque futura, 
neque fortitudo, altitudo, aut profun- 
dum, neque creatura alia nos ſeparare 
poterit from that affection which we 
have vowed, the promiſe which we have 
made, and the ſervice which, next to 
the ſovereign poſſeſſor, we have ſworn 
to you. 

Touching the great perſon *, which 
by circumſtance is touched in the mat- 
ter, we agree in judgment with your 
Majeſty ; for when we ſee that there is 


no other way to the greatneſs of her own 


eſtate, which her magnanimity deſires, 
to the glory of her offspring, which her 
natural afſection doth apprehend, to 
the ſecurity of her eſtate, which the 
weakneſs of her ſex regards, than by 
taking courſes ſuitable and ſafe for 
your preſervation, who are the baſe of 
of all beatitude, how void of ſenſe, diſ- 


Queen Anne of Denmark, 
cretion, 
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cretion, or humanity, might thoſe be 
reckoned that would conceive a thought 
repugnant to ſo many certain grounds 
in the mind of this wiſe lady, that pur- 
ſues her own ends by thoſe means that 
are moſt ſuitable. 

But ſince they are not to be counted 
ſkilful or judicious aſtronomers, that 
never give notice of the gathering of 
clouds before the ſtorm do light ; ſince 
labourers are not excuſed in forbear- 
ing to preſent the ſubſtance, though 
unpoliſhed, with which the chiefeſt 
workmen uſe to build; ſince Pliny 
warneth Trajan, that thoſe princes are 
ill ſerved, quibus geſta tantum, non 
gerenda, propoſita, non probabilia pra- 
dicantur, and whoſe miniſters do only 
ſhow the means velandi cicatricem, 
ſed non preveniendi vulnera ; your 
Majeſty will admit the tenderneſs of 
our affection, in wiſhing with our 
ſtrongeſt zeal, that the party, being in 
herſelf moſt gracious, religious, and 
wiſe, may be armed, adviſed, and for- 
tified, againſt the practice and perſua- 

T2 ſion 
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ſion of bouteſeux, that are induſtrious, 
inſidious, and peſtilent. It fome of 
theſe have not diſſembled by words and 
writings which are come to light, a 
violent defire to work upon advantage 
of diſpleaſed moods, purpoſing to inſi- 
nuate by moderate degrees their own 
intention into the negligence and igno- 
rance of ſleeping thoughts that mean 
not ill; ome feed foreign ſtates with 
expectation of wonders to be wrought 
in Scotland out of diſcontented hu- 
mours, which are inviſible, in perſons 
of great quality ; if circumſtances 
do concur to prove that courſes are 
run covertly to diſtemper union, tho” 
perhaps without ſucceſs ; if battery be 
given oftentimes to places that are weak 
in ſex, though ſtrong in love; if the 
very countenance of acceſs and confer- 
cence give likelihood to falſe advertiſe- 
ments, divulged by this colour to un- 
worthy ears, though intentions be clear ; 
if the way to cure infirmities be firſt to 
open all obſtructions in parts that are 
not unſound ; it doctors, that, in bo- 
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dies natural ſo long as life doth laſt, 
want means of marking and diſcerning 
ſenſibly the ſtate of every vital part, are 
authoriſed to divine per /ymptomata, 
which are oftentime ſignificant, your 
Majeſty may apprehend with what di- 
ligence we ſearch, with what indiffer- 
ence we regard, and with what tender- 
neſs we adviſe thoſe things which have 
oftentimes externam mali ſheciem, 
quamois intima fint folida *. 

The rule of judgment in the ſtate 
wherein we live, doth make us meaſure 
objects of like reverence with like tender- 
neſs. Our office is to preſent the matter; 


your judgment muſt imprint the form; 


our duty to deliver, your wiſdom to 
diſpoſe; our diligence doth refer, your 


* Certainly Lord Henry Howard was excel- 
lently qualified for dark correſpondence and in- 
trigue, for his ſentiments and his language are a 
condnual cypher. The reader has here his 
avords ; as to his meaning, in this very pompous 
ſentence, it would ſeem that he purpoſes to tell 
King James, that his wife is a weak, intri- 
guing, tattling woman, and one who ought to 
be watched over, 
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conſideration maſt compare; we may 
imagine by ſuch diſtances as oftentimes 
deceive, you mult judge by demon- 
ſtrations that are infallible : E jice hy- 
pocritam et exibit cum eo Jurgium, et 
ceſſabunt contumelie : Peſtilente fla- 
gellato, ſapiens erit ſapientior. It is 
ſafer to remove a block out of the way, 
than to maintain a watchman for the 
caution of well-meaning friends that 
they ſtumble not. To conclude, there 
can be no fear of the foundation, where 
your fir{t care is either to blow up ab- 
ſolutely, or to diſplace all the pioneers. 
The very purpoſe of creating diſcover- 
ments, of feeding paſſions, or follow- 
ing the ſhadows of their own imagina- 
tion into the minds of perſons that are 
bound to reverence no other ſaints, ad- 
wit no double feaſts, nor celebrate no 
other jubilees than are ſet out in your 
calendar, implies a vile affection in 
their own hearts, though the princi- 
pal, as we preſume, will make the beſt 
uſe of all humours for your good, con- 
vert all motives of ſuggeſtions to your 


ſupport, 
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ſupport, and gather out of weeds ſo 
much as is ſufficient to ſtore the golden 
hive of your expected happineſs. Your 
Majeſty ſhall receive * by Mr Bruce a 
full diſcourſe of reaſons moving Cecil 
and me, as well in judgment, as in ten- 
derneſs, to awake your witdom for the 
finding out of proviſional ſupplies a- 
gainſt all events or likelihoods, which 
is the ſafeſt courſe. If any thing were 
left unſignitied, your Majeſty we hope 
would graciouſly afcribe the cauſe 
thereof to diſcretion and caution, which 
warn honeſt men to be well adviſed, 
when the danger is not imminent, in 
advertiſing ſuch things without demon- 
ſtrations, which might ſometimes do 
no leſs hurt by inſinuation than by exe- 
cution; and, which is more, cauſe 
harmleſs thoughts to conceive more 
upon challenge than they did intend in 
their own integrity. Whoſoever loves 
your perſon, loves your quiet; and a 
thing impoſſible it is for any man to 


* Alluding probably to the preceding letter. 
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love your quiet, that takes pleaſure to 
poſſeſs your mind of ſtronger fears 
than the diſcreet care of your preferva- 
tion, which ſets all circumſtance aſide, 
doth drive us to. God can witneſs, that 
we know not any ready faſhioned or 
formed plot; for in that caſe it were 
expedient that all ſtrings ſhould break, 
and all impediments be ſet at liberty. 
At this preſent your Majeſty's chief 
care mult be, to bar, once for all, all 
conference, all confidence and intelli- 
gence between thoſe whom you have 
cauſe to love, and others whom you 
have as great cauſe to hate; to back 
thoſe by authority, thut preſs with ea- 
gerneſs to quench all fires of inward 
burning feuds within the body of your 
own eſtate; to lay for packets paſſing 
many ways, and to have a watchful cye 
to leagues of love, beginning where in 
former times have been profuſions of 
hoſtility. Cut off, as much as hes in 
you, compaſſion of ſuch complaints as 
have a root in your own harm, though 


inviſible to thoſe that, out of weakneſs 
of 
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of their judgment, are not able to diſ- 
tinguiſh as they ought between Miſeri- 
cordia puniens, and crudelitas parcens. 
Have an eye to France, and to the Tro- 


jan horſes * that are ſent from thence. 


Infuſe one ſcruple at the leaſt of ſome 
ſharp ingredient into that whole maſs 
of manus Chriſti, whereof you are 
compounded by the providence of God. 
Believe not every one that ſays, Domi- 
ne, Domine. Meaſure the profeſſion of 
convertites, rather by the motive that 
reclaims them, than the words which 
they deliver. Permit no ſetting up of 
any golden calf in Dan or Pethel, that 
may withdraw the minds of thoſe, that 
only ought to worſhip you, to ſtrange 
invocation. Diſcourage all that ought 
to be moſt inward with yourſelf from 
conference with Philiſtines ; for the A- 
poſtle proves judicioully out of an an- 
cient Greek poet, that corrumpunt ho- 
nos mores colloquia prava. The poi- 
ſons are moſt deſperate that work ſe- 


Meaning the French ambaſſador. 


cretly 


uy 


3 3 
—__ 
— 


.. a 


— 
— oc 


— 
— 
— 


Ea SEL 


1 


ATE bh PTR 

- 

„ 

AEST” ua 


—_— 
os A 


— — = 4 * * — 
14 — 71 a 
pe OI ů 


F Ms. nds 


178 LETTER XI. 


cretly and leiſurely, and learn by ſo- 
ſeph, that whoſoever is delighted with 
the converſation of idolatrous Egyp- 
tians that adore ſtrange Gods, or liſp 
when they ſhould fully pronounce Shi- 
boleth, which ſignifies picam grant, 
not lernam 2izanii, will at one time 
or other, without the mighty grace of 
God, ſwear per ſalutem Pharaonis, 
and forget the promiſe of that holy land 


which ſhall one day flow with milk and 
honey. Tax all temerities that dare 


commend for current what experience 
proves to be counterfeit. Bar taking 
of bias when the main is in. Conſider 
adviſedly the peril of that ſtate, which 
by nouriſhing the ſeeds of faction in in- 
teſtines, giveth encouragement to fo- 
reign hopes. Remove thoſe meteors 
from all ſtrength of illuſion that are ta- 
ken for bright ſhining ſuns, by thoſe 
that ſtand and behold far off, Look 
into the ſcandal of a prince's govern- 
ment, if being freed from foreign fears 
by heavenly providence, he knows not 
how to root up the cockle which 
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ſprings upat home. Conceal the my- 
ſtery of Engliſh intelligence, that ſin- 
ners may be caught in the ſnare which 
they ſet for the moſt innocent. Pro- 
voke not ill affections to deſperate at- 
tempts, by too much neglecting the 
care of yourſelf ; and upon the firſt ex- 
ample that you find of juggling, eſta- 
bliſh a terror to malignity. Theſe are 
the means of preſerving our clear cry- 
{tal glaſs, from bruiſes or flaws by ac- 
cident, which containeth the moſt pre- 
cious elixir that in our age hath been 
extracted arte, or in any age can be 
matched by alchimy. It is true, that 
to every juſt and worthy mind, ſua 
conſcientia eſt murus eneus ; but yet, 
Moſt Worthy and Renowned King 
James, keep in mind that negligenti 
media finis excidit, and ſapiens domi- 
nabitur aſtris. Duty, honeſty, and 
tenderneſs, cauſeth us to ſtep with 
theſe pebble-ſtones in our feet, like the 
cranes that keep true watch when the 
vultures are upon their wings, leſt 
we be ſurpriſcd in ſloth, and rather re- 


gard 
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gard columnam ignis, than columnam 
nubis, where ſo many ambuſcades are 


oppoſite, but of the care we have to 


ſortify the banks by which land-waters 
may break in to the drowning of the 
freſheſt and the faireſt hopes, doth 
move us {till to utter what we appre- 
hend, leaving ever judgment and elec- 
tion to your own deep wiſdom, which 
knows beſt how to work out your own 
ſecurity : Hereof your Majeſty may be 
moſt certain, that, in dealing with a 
prince of your eſtate, expectation, and 
worth, we meddle with no Paracelſian 
receipts *, which muſt make their 
proof with the peril of the patient, but 
with ſuch fate and certain potions, as 
carry their probatum eſt engraven deep- 
ly in the cover of the cup which con- 
taineth them ; therefore, according to 
the cuſtom of the Common law, ſuch 


| pardons are of courſe where the mind 


15 ever innocent. 


* Yet in his ſtyle Lord Henry ſeems to have 
followed Paracelſus, ſirnamed Bombaſtus. 
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The name of the knight * ſhall be 
kept as ſecretly as other myſteries of 
greater weight than that; for if thoſe 
things be not revealed to the ſury-on 
that looks into the hearts when the life 
is gone, they ſhall, by the grace of Je- 
ſus, diſſolve with the very hearts them- 
ſelves in cinerem. Notwithſtanding, 
to give ſatisfaction to your Majeſty, 
touching the humours of the man, ac- 
cording to your requeſt, duty bindeth 
us to let you know, that thouzh he 
carry outwardly a form of honeſty, yet 
there is not a more dithoneſt man in his 
own nature upon this earth, nor one 
that, for the gain of ſixpence, would 
ſooner betray his own father. But be- 
cauſe this packet preſſeth diſpatch, and 
the circumſtances belonging to this per- 
ſon require length, we will defer a 
more large diſcourſe till the next, which 
ſnall move you to judge of his quality 


* See the letter to the Earl of Marr, th 
June 1602. 
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by demonſtration. It is ſufficient in 
generality, at this preſent, to perſuade 
reſervedneſs, leſt hereafter, by how 
much your aſlairs are of greater weight 
than private mens that have dealt with 
this ſame perſon, by ſo much your ex- 
perience be more perilous and charge- 
able. Ambition cauſeth him, not 
conſcience, nor true affection, to bite at 
the bait of ſhining hopes, and to im- 
bark with malecontents, according to the 
temper of his own pulſe diſtempered ; 
for, miſſing places and preferments 
which he tought above his worth, he 
thought it a wiſe part, to ſeek more 
ſtrings to bis bow than one, leſt that 
might chance to break : but we do al- 
ſure your Majeſty, that if to-morrow 
next he could vent his own wares at 
another market to his advantage, or 
buy better cheap, he would quickly 
turn his mart thitherward. 


The letters written by your Majeſty 2? 


to 40 and 5o *, have wrought their 


* T cannot diſcover what perſons are meant by 


the cyphers 40 and 50, 


eflects, 


„ 


effects, according to their wiſhes and 
deſires that humbly adviſed you. 50 
was no leſs delighted with that cordial, 
than if he had been poſſeſſed of Ameri- 
ca; and no man [ can] blame the man, 
for he hath moſt to hazard; and having 
carried himſelf very ſtrangely toward 
you and yours in former times, is glad 
of a quietus et, which may ſecure him 


— 


and the ſtate which he may leave utter 
him. Ile promiſeth to bind that favour 
more aſſuredly by future deſerts; and 
ſo I think he will, ſo long as he is gui- 
ded by that ſpirit that in his preſent 
fear and future tickliſhneſs is predomi- 
nant; and therefore it is not ill hand- 
led, that your own wiſdom ſhould re- 
fle& upon yourſelf; and that, as the 
philoſopher doth counſel, fructus offi 
cii ſhould be ih officium. It was 
not poſſible for any pen to hit more pre- 
ciſely than yours hath done, both the 
ſenſe, literal and anagogical, of that 
which we did perſuade, in ſetting 
down the points of thoſe letters. Ir 
remains, that we ſolicit and expect as 
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proſperous effects as expectations are 
probable, ut tandem veniamus in ur- 
bem. 

Your Majeſty did very judicioully ob- 
ſerve, upon the Qucen's uling of thoſe 
words, Preterierunt dies illi, that they 
might have been as aptly retorted upon 
others, as applied to you in e but 
touching your own particular, our 
blelled Lord be glorified, it is very 
true, that the days of oppreſſion and 
vexation from hence are happily over- 
blown. For as we read in the ſonnets 


of Solomon, Tempeſtas abiit, imber re- 


ceſit, audita eſt vox turturis in terra 
noſtra. The reaſon of which change, if 
you require, we can give no other than 
that of the prophet, Hoc ef? opus Domini, 
et eſt mirabile in oculis noftris. We on- 
ly beſeech your Majeſty, to be careful, 
that ſince the fretting ocean eateth as 


much into one land as it loſeth in an- 


other, that your circumſpection may 
not abate at home, as your protection 
doth augment abroad. For many wor- 
thy veſſels, by too great negligence, 

have 
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have been put in hazard in their own 
ſafe-ſeeming harbours ; and Troy itſelf 
was loſt upon a holiday. The ſuppo- 
ſition, or rather fiction, of ſo great fa- 
vours uſed toward the Maiter of Gray's 
booby *, at his being here, ſhow the 
father's invention, who now, in his 
latter time, deſpairing of employment 
in his wonted occupation, reſolves per- 
haps to write comedies. Thele figures 
proceed from caution, to raite his cre- 
dit there by ſhadows of this place, as 
opaca corpora, wanting glory in them- 
ſelves, delight to thine with beams bor- 
rowed from imagination. But God 
hath ſtrangely guided your Majeſty, by 
more certain ways, without falſe lights. 
Poetry oppoſing againſt demonſtrations 
is out of countenance, et mnullas [pes 
habet Troja, ſi tales habet. This groſs 
booby never came in the ſight of Queen 
Eliſabeth, nor of Cecil neither, more 
than once; every thing that happened 


* Andrew eighth Lord Gray; Douglas“ 
Peerage, 
23 lath 
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hath been fully advertiſed. This once 
alſo ſhould have been cut off alſo, 
if reſpects to cover other things did 
not enforce a kind of formality. 

But of this you may be ſure, 
that as a penſion of 400 crowns is 
far above the pride wherein Gray 
would have his ſon ſhine, like another 
Aſtyanax, and leaves no remnant for 
the baſkets, after once the fiſhes and 
barley-loaves are eaten, ſo ſhall the fa- 
cher henceforth neither have penſion 


nor donative, the Queen herſelf being 
made the motive of this reſtraint, if 
ever it come to points, both upon in- 
creaſe of burdens in the ſtate, and up- 
on unkindneſs, which ſhe ſhall feem to 
take, that he would have drawn Cecil 
into conflict with you, and correſpon- 
cency for his own particular, which ſhe 
holds not to be fate for her any way. 
The belt courſc is to catch the finner in 


his own ſnare, et jugulare Achilophe- 
tem ſuo gladio. 


It is advertiſed to Cecil, that I. 
Leigh, at his being here, did either bring 
a 


2 n 
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a letter or a meſſage from your Maje- 
ſty to Suſſex; which we cannot believe, 
your Majeſty doth know the man fo 
well, and hath fo well taſted his affec- 
tions in former levities. One pitying 
his eſtate not long ago, to a devoted 
friend of yours, with great fear that 
he would fink ſuddenly, was will-d to 
be of good cheer, for that he had ſo 
much cork in his head, as that he 
ſhould fink was impollible I know 
not how, but in theſe days, as in for- 
mer times, fools are not fortunate. 
Your Majeſty hath had experience in 
Lincoln's buſineſs, and are like enough 
to find it ſooner by the {lighteſt traffic 
with this giddy fellow, who by how 
much he is leſs fearful than the other, 
by ſo much he is more dangerous, both 
being mad equally. The other mat- 
ter was exculed by the wit of Cecil, ta- 
king advantage by the party's baſe and 
ſervile avarice, to divert ſuſpicion to 
contempt; but if any more of theſe 
things come to light, the Queen will 
think herſelf unſafe in your affection, 


and 
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and imagine that you work upon the 
weakeſt inſtruments to ſerve the turn, 
when you find opportunity. This voyage 
of ti. Leigh's, begun with greater 
paſſion than wit or grounds, hath rai- 
ſed ſtrange clouds in this climate, in 
reſpect whereof both Cecil and I do 
humbly crave, that he may be left no 
more to the liberty of his own election, 
which can neither be guided by advice, 
nor bounded by hazard : The only hope, 
as I think, which he hath under heaven, 
is in yourſelf alone; and therefore, un- 
der pain of your irreconcileable rejec- 

tion, there is no way to temper him. 
Cecil is infinitely glad, that Mount- 
Joy and Southampton are ſo ſtrange to 
the myſtery, as by this appears, and 
that all was not true which was adver- 
tiſed. He defireth me to write, that 
in no one thing he can acknowledge 
your reſpect and grace, ſo much as in 
caſt ing clouds over their curioſity. For 
Mountjoy, out of obſervation, hath 
begun to ſound, but without ſatisfac- 
tion, to the point of his eagerneſs. He 
knows 


E 


knows it to be very true, as Mr Bruce 
writes, that they would both be glad, 
that he would come into the circle, 


though not ſo much, as he hath ſundry 


motives to believe, out of deſire to ſet 
forward the main, which may be done 
without their privity, as to labour 
their own private ends upon advanta- 
ges. He hath ſaved the life of the one, 
out of reſpect to his affection to King 
James, though it were neither ancient 
nor very meritorious : He hath pre- 
ſerved the reputation and credit of the 
other for the fame reſpect, though his 
adventure herein was not ſmall, The 
reſt muſt be wrought out with oppor- 
runity and time; for the Queen hath 
paſſions, againſt which whoſoever 
{truggles above the meaſure and pro- 
portion of ſtate, ſhall be reputed a par- 
ticipant. His care is chiefly to your 
Majeſty; and then, out of a kind 
aflection to them, to take his beſt times 


and advantages for working their de- 


fires, but not according to the mea- 
ſures of their deſires, nor upon their 


preſs 
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preſs out of advantage, further than he 
ſhall find reaſon out of judgment and 
ſecurity, holding ever in mind ſtedfaſt- 
ly that counſel of the Holy Ghoſt, Ve 
des extraneo poteſtatem anime tue, 
ne ingrediatur in virtute tua, et confun- 
daris. Your Majeſty's rare virtue, 
wiſdom, ſecrecy, and conſtancy, firſt 
warranted by thoſe whom he durſt cre- 
dit, and after taſted from yourſelf, have 
moved him to give into adventures, 
which neither this world, nor any o— 
ther world than eternity, can make 
him do, ſo long as he is covered from 
theſe whoſe ſtates, though ſafe, yet 
not fully ſatisfied, may preſs upon ad- 
vantage by neceſſity, his plough ſhall 
walk as well to ſow corn as to pluck 
up weeds; but from the time that ei- 
ther of theſe {hall be able, out of know- 
ledge, to conclude him to be your 
friend, he ſhall for ever afterwards 
prove a dumb oracle. It may be, that 
either one or both may, before it be 
long, for the ſounding of this paſſage, 


crave your letter, for their ſatisfaction. 
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in ſome degree; but whether the de- 
mand be great or ſmall, avoid the mo- 
tive as Charybdis; for one leak, upon 
the like occaſion, might hazard as fair 
a veſſel under ſail as ever the winds 
blew upon. | 

I have ſent your Majeſty, by Cecil's 
permiſſion, the copy of ſome words 
contained in the latter end of Nicolſon's 
diſpatch, which require a harahliraſis, 
with ſome advertiſements. Fir{t, Ce- 
cil doth humbly beſeech your Majeſty, 
to be very well adviſed in thoſe ſpeech- 
es which you ule of him in favourable 
ſort to the pigeon ; for hereof you may 
aflure yourſelf, that ſo ſoon as he may 
find the leaſt advantage whereupon to 
conclude a confidence in your mind to- 
ward Cecil, he will grow to conclude, 
that matter of more moment paſſetli 
by the packet, than Bouillon or K chan 
is accquainted with. It is mought for 
your Majeſty to keep this bounder, 
that you hold Cecil tree from faction or 
combination with any foreipn ſtate, 


which makes you apprehend, that ſo 
Worthy 
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worthy and true a ſervant to his own 
miſtreſs, will one day prove an honeſt 
man to you; but of any preſent inclina- 
tion, or affection in the leaſt degree, 
be careful not to give any glimpſe : for 
though the freedom of your kindneſs 
ſeek a vent ex cordis abundantia, yet 
it maſt be ſuppreſſed with reſpect and 
judgment, till time ſerve more ſeaſon- 
ably. This clauſe hath cauſed Cecil by 
this diſpatch to write to the perſon ſo 
reſervedly and dryly of your Majeſty, as 
he may ſee that there is ſmall cauſe for 
him out of your words of favour to take 
hold of an affection; for either my ſkill 
faileth me, or this was a way to ſearch 
the root of his reſpect to you, that he 
might raiſe his own conceits, according 
to that height which he {ſhould find; 
and though the man be ſhallow, yet re- 
member, that he is the creature of 
Bowes, whoſe affections hold not in 
harmony. Your Majeſty, by compa- 
ring what he writes in the firſt propo- 
ſition, of your having a ſtrange intelli- 
gence from this place, with that which 
he 
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he writes of your Majeſty's affection to 
Cecil, whether, as very a tool as he is, 
he do not hunt after myſteries, which 
mult be thought upon, and cannot be 
better helped, than by your caſting out 
ſometime words of ſuſpicion, upon in- 
telligence, in ſuch meaſure as may ra- 
ther ſhow, that you do rather ſuſpect 
his love than any way condemn him of 
unworthineſs. It is not an apology of 
his integrity to the Queen, that could 
ſave Cecil from ſuſpicion, if Nicolſon 
might once find grounds of truth, and 
demonſtration in deed, to conclude that 
his affections were ſettled. Theſe 
things required a touch ; becauſe they 
come near to the quick. Other mat- 
ters we commend to your own grave 
judgment, which knows beſt how to 

make ule of them. | 
Your Majeſty perceives with what at- 
fection my pen is ſtill carried beyond 
my prefixed purpoſe, when I begin to 
write; but to temper love, is to make 
freth the water of the ſea, and to mode- 
rate the tenderneſs of affection, in thoſe 
R things 
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things which concern your matchleſs 
perſon, and your faireſt hopes, is a 
work of Hercules. 

I muſt humbly beſeech your Majeſty, 
that this extract out of the letters of 
Nicolſon may be ſent back, for the ſa- 
tisfaction of your worthy Cecil, who 
loves with frankneſs to join ſecurity, 
and, as near as he can, to provide, not 
only againſt.intentions, but againſt acci- 
dents. It may be, that your Majeſty 
may hear thereof ere it be long, that it 
is good for you to be wary unto whoſe 
charge or cuſtody you commit your ca- 
binet. I ſpeak not in reſpect of our- 
ſelves, whoſe letters, being of that 
weight that they are, we doubt not but 
your Majeſty doth burn preſently ; but 
there are of ſecond form that have been 
hazarded, whereof, ſo far as was poſ- 
ſible, I gave caution. 

Thus praying on my knees for the 
preſervation of your Royal Majeſty, as 
the apple of the eternal eye, not only 
from all harm which is peremptory, 
but from all ſigns and tokens of harm 

which 
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which threaten further oF, I hum- 
bly take my leave, and moit afſection- 
ately kiſs your gracious and ſacred 


hands, reſting ever more yours than it is 


poſſible for you to conceive or imagine. 
HENRT HOWARD. 


Oatlands, this 24th of Auguſt, [1602.] 


An abſtract of ſome points ot of Ni- 
colſon's laſt letter to Cecil. 


« ] do underſtand, by very credible 
« and ſecret means, that the King is 
e made believe, that the Queen doth yet 
« ſuſpet him to have dealing with 
„ Spain, and that you are the man that 
holds her in this belief; and that ſome 
« alfo do preſs for employment, upon 
the colour of that ſubject to clear it; 
but I hope they that would move the 
« King to think thus of you, ſhall loſe 
* their labours. 
«© The King, in his ſpeech to me, 
«© thinks, or ſeems to think, that the 
« ſecretary is very honeſt and faithful to 
«© the Queen his miſtreſs; but yet ho- 
R 2 « neſt 
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© neſt and friendly alſo to him; but yet 


Nicolſon was very lately named a Ce- 
cilian by the other fide, and regret- 
ing words were uſed to this effect, 
that none were now of credit but the 
ſecretary, and all are become Ceci- 
lians. | 

Hereof Nicolſon is very credibly in- 
formed; and therefore beſeecheth the 
« ſecretary, in reſpect of the truſt com- 
„ mitted to him, that it may be kept 
„ ſecret; for fo at this time chiefly it is 
«© expedient; becaule the King hath of 
late very ſtrange intelligence: and I 
e affure you, ſome things are let fall 
from ſome near to himſelf, which I 
know not a month after : but if you 
« will fet inſtruments in hand, it will 
„ ſo0n be found who are inward here, 
but yet ſerve his turn there. 
„The manner of his ſpeech of you, 
% knowing what I know of your incli- 
© nation, makes me think, that ſome, 
eto get themſelves credit here, abuſe 
% your name, and coin falſe intelli- 
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« gence: For ſurely the King ſeems to 
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e ſpeak as he thinks, if I be not decei- 
e ved in his countenance. He told me 
further, that becauſe it would not 
© be good for you to be known to 
think well of him, he did uſe to an- 
« ſwer all queſtions that concerned 
you, as if he expected little good of 
« you, though he thought otherwiſe ; 
« and withal, that he thought you fo 
© honeſt, as the Queen was happy in 
being ſerved by you. 

« Some near about our miſtreſs, as 
&« T underſtand of certainty, had ſecret 
e conference with the Duke at his be- 
« inp there, and fome of your friends, 
« which makes me much to marvel. 
«© The Duke is not eſteemed according 
© to his deſert, as he thinks, for ſome 
« {ſervice he did there, which his friends 
„ think the King hath not enough ac- 
« knowledged. It were ſtrange, that the 
world ſhould be ſo falſe, it they ſay 
ce true; for in knowledge, they are very 


* 
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4 


„ jnward with you, that practiſed witl 


« the Duke at his being there. But I 
& dare name) no body, till they be na- 
R 3 med 
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« med to me, and you give me leave to 
ce ſpeak freely. For ſometime I think 
« that the Duke deviſed this to get a 
© better welcome. 


« The King hath of late received no- 
te tice of the Queen's dealing with one 
« of Gowrie's filters, and others whom 
he accounts his enemies. It cauled a 
« dryneſs for a while, and made ſome 
« afraid of being called to a further 
e reckoning ; but the matter is ſo well 
„ handled, as all is very well again, 
and the King well fatisfied : But now 
ce the court and town is full of Gowrie's 


{© brother's protection among you, tho“ 


* you maintain him not. 

Lou will pardon what [ write; be- 
* cauſe it is my duty, coming from ſuch 
e perſons ; but I do believe thatT ſhall 


* have ſhortly ſomewhat more of theſe 
things in particular.“ 


Theſe are the words of the Pigeon, 
which I doubt not but your Majeſty 
will better underſtand; to whoſe wiſ- 
dom we commend the cauſes, and the 


ticket 
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ticket to your care, only adviſing you 
with all humbleneſs, to mark how fools 
do ſometime glean in following the 


{teps of labourers, though they labour 


not. 


n 


Lord Henry Howard to Mr Edward 
Bruce X. 


Far Mr Bruce, I did peruſe your 

piece of paper with ſuch adviſe- 
ment and deliberation as in a matter of 
this weight is requiſite. 1 found, both 
by your counſel, and by the {cope of 
King James's letter to myſelf, what 
courſe it was convenient to hold in 
tempering advertiſements ; for to a 


* Prefixed to this letter there is a note of the 
tollowing tenor. Noble Earl of Marr, Let me 
intreat you to deliver this paper with your 
** own hand to Mr E. Bruce; only the reſt is 
** viſible. 


mind 
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mind obſtructed againſt demonſtrations 
of inconvenience, diſcovery of eſſects 
and inſtruments would rather breed 
their peril, than prevention of practices, 

You ſhall find reaſons by this which 
I ſend, of as great caution as our letters 
did perſuade ; but particulars mutt 
ſleep till they be awaked with more 
light, if that which we know already 
be not ſufficient to make true friends 
timorous. 

The wiſdom of the Holy Ghoſt pre- 
ſcribeth milk for thoſe whoſe ſtomachs 
are over weak for ſtronger food; the 
fame courſe I take in this courſe, arm- 
ing King James by precaution againſt 
things in generality, which by particu- 
larity would be more ſpeedy quickened. 
If peril were at hand, or any match 
made to our knowledge, it were more 
than time to ſpeak without lifping Sib- 
boleth; but ſince things were but in 
their preparation, and ſpleen is only 
manifeſted, which is too much, we 
thought good to reveal the grounds, 
without harping upon any other {ſtrings 

than 
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than thoſe whoſe diſcord hath before 
this diſſolved harmony. A diſcreet 
comment upon this text may do much 
good, though ſome ſhadows muſt be 
caſt to conceal eye- ſores that cauſe ſcru- 
puloſity. God hath his ends in theſe 
things, and I hope to the beſt, to whoſe 
heavenly and eternal providence I daily 
on my knees commend the preſerva- 
tion of this worthy King, whoſe per- 
fections, in compariſon of others, make 
honeſt men by ſo much more tender, 
as they find him, out of the ſweetneſs of 
his own nature, to be more confident. 
If matters ſtop here, you ſhall hear 
no more, becauſe it were a fin to 
nouriſh ſcruples in ſo calm a mind 
without juſt cauſe; and beſides it may 
be, that the challenge of ſome errors 
maketh ſome more wary, that are not 
more kind; and the reconcilement of 
our worthy Earl of Marr to Queen 
Anne may perhaps do good ; but if I 
find progreſſion in preparation, though 
my life were loſt for it, I will ſpeak 
freely, and hold myſelf as a martyr in 
diſcharging 
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diſcharging conſcience, where occaſions 
are imminent. If you know your 
Henry Howard and Cecil in their inte- 
grity, you will believe that they know 
King James's affection to Queen Anne, 
and therefore rather forbear too long, 
than truſt too ſuddenly; for by your 
aim at our diſcretion, you mult gueſs 


at the motives of prevention, and here 


a {top till we ſee further. Excuſe that 
which hath been ſaid, and believe that 
we write modeſtly. But by whatſo- 
ever is religious in heaven or upon 
earth, I do conjure both you and the 
Earl of Marr, that this paper never be 
ſeen to other than yourſelves, for I 
write it without commiſſion, and there- 
fore beware of taking notice in the 
next diſpatch of this particular, One 
clauſe in your piece of paper by the 
laſt, was a let why I durſt not open it 
to Cecil; for therein you did evidently 


demonſtrate, that a packet of yours is 


miſcarricd ; which if Cecil had ſeen, I 
proteſt to God all the courſe of convey 
and intelligence had been ruined for 

ever. 


* 
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ever. I made as diſcreet uſe of your 
counſel as I could to Cecil, out of my 
own head, as you may perceive by fit- 
ting anſwers to thoſe points; but the 
text of your abitract I durſt not deliver, 
for this reaſon, which is peremptory. 
It was the. will of God that he ſhould 
deliver me the packet even as he was 
riding forth; for if, according to the 
cuſtom, it had come to opening in his 
own fight, he muſt have ſeen that miſ- 
adventure of the packet wherein you 
ſent thanks, after which upon the mul- 
tiplicity of doubts his mind would ne- 


ver have been at reſt, nor he would 


have eaten or ſlept quietly ; for nothing 
makes him confident, but experience of 
ſecret truſt, and ſecurity of intelligence. 
Dear Mr Bruce, 1 will now deliver 
my own opinion, which is, That no 
packet is miſcarried ; for we received 
anſwer of other things that went with 
the ring by the next diſpatch, but no 
word of that ; which makes me think, 
that your purpoſe being wholly bent to 
give thanks, you do perſuade yourſelf 
that 
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that it was done; and yet, among fo 
many matters of importance, it is eaſy 


to omit a compliment, howſoever the 


firſt intention or impreſſion poſſeſſed 
the memory. Again, it could not be 
kept back, but for diſcovery, either to 
the ſtate, or to a mind that 15 curious. 
To the ſtate we know, that nothing is 
come to light, and believe alſo, that 
in private nothing is diſcovered; be- 
cauſe as one morſel draws on another, 
when an appetite is quick, ſo the 
breaking up of this packet, being of 
leſs moment in reſpect it came from 
you, ſhould have nioved the ſame party 
to watch rather for thoſe that come 
from us, becauſe they are of more ad- 
vantage for adventurers, which the 
ſafety of diſpatches proves that they 
have not done hitherto. Nicolſon 
writes to Cecil, that he hath been dealt 
withal in a ſuſpicious manner by one, 
as if a packet ſent in June had not gone 
ſafe, and thereupon doth ſo ſtrongly 
proteſt, that all came ſafely from his 
hand, as 1 do rather conceive that you 
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forgot a trifling circumſtance, than 
that a main packet ſhould miſcarry. 

It remains, Dear Mr Bruce, that firſt 
you write no word in anſwer to all 
theſe doubts and anſwers by the next, 
which Cecil may ſee, and thereupon 
unjuſtly ſuſpe&t juggling. But, firit, 
examine your own thoughts, and then 
determine to give me light of the truth 
by this circumſtance, that in ſetting 


down your name in the next by this fi- 


gure 8, if you find the convey clear, 
and my conjecture ſaſe, let the figure 
be ſet down with two pricks on either 
fide, in this manner *8*. But if you 
do rather think that undoubtedly ſuch 
a packet was fent hither with thanks 
for the token, which never came to our 


hand, do then, I pray you, write the 


figure thus 8 without any pricks ; for 


it is a point of greater moment than 


any that hath happened fince the begin- 
ning of the contract, and can miſcarry 
no where but in Cary's * hand, which 


* Sir John Cary Governor of Berwick. 
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we fear not, he living in that awe 
which he now doth of thoſe that are 
omnipotent, and having more reaſon 
to deſerve their love by ordinary diſ- 
patch, which hath a conſtant courſe, 
than to hazard their diſpleaſure upon 
any part preſumptuous, without a 
ſtronger motive than he can have any, 
unleſs it were revealed ; and beſides, 
as I ſaid before, either the Queen ſhould 
have had notice of this part before, or 
Cecil, becauſe the matters are of too 
great moment to be reſerved or tem- 
pered by the diſcretion of a giddy 
fellow. And as I ſaid upon this preg- 
nant motive, he would have intercept- 
ed the diſpatches that were ſent from 
hence for anſwer unto thoſe, and with 
plainer marks of diſcovery, as well of 
perſons as of matters; quod non Þreſti- 
tit, which one reaſon implies ſecurity. 
But hence forward, in the name of 
God, ſet down the days and dates of 
what you receive, and ſend, and fo 
will we, and thereby we ſhall be ſure 
to receive good accounts and keep true 

reckonings. 
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reckonings. In any wiſe be wary what 
you write of theſe things in your next 
diſpatch, and imagine that Cecil is pre- 
ſent at the breaking up, as he is com- 
monly. 

The putting of that Hume in truſt 
with the packets ſrom Sir Robert Ca- 
ry *, doth not much pleaſe Cecil nor 
me, in reſpect of his link with the trea- 
ſurer; but I have no warrant to ſpeak 
of it by this, and therefore touch it not 
till you hear of us. He that ſhould be 
truſted with a ſecret of this nature, 
muſt not only be the ſafeſt in that place, 
but the choice man above any. Be 
ever happy, Dear Mr Bruce, and Earl 
of Marr, as you are worthy. Oatlands, 
the 27th Auguſt, [ 1602. ]. 

Certain advertiſements arriving here 
out of Scotland, Dear Mr Bruce, after 
the folding up of the packet, it was 
thought convenient for good reſpects 
to touch ſome particulars which may 
give ſatisfaction in ſcruples very fit to 


* Afterwards Earl of Monmouth. 
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be confidered. I remember that by 
your laſt it was advertiſed, that King 
James finding the Maſter of Gray to 
have tampered in your late court-dif- 
cords, either had ſent or meant to ſend 
with expedition, to prohibit his acceſs 


to either of their Majeſties, ut, ſublata 


cauſa, ſimul tollantur effectus, &. At 
this preſent Cecil is aſſured by a perſon 
credible, and a courtier, that not only 
the Maſter of Gray hath been an indu- 
{trious inſtrument to ſtrengthen love 
between the Princes, but beſide, that 
the King, being to ride into the weſt 
to hunt about the 18th of Auguſt, did, 
out of his own free election, appoint 
the Maſter of Gray to be one of thoſe 
that, in his abſence, ſhould attend the 
Queen's Majeſty ; ex contrariis non fit 
illatio, as the Civilians affirm, multo 
minus confirmatur veritas, which we 
thought good to advertiſe, that you 
might tollere obicem, and return cer- 
tainty. Again, Cecil and J require 
you to inquire humbly, but ſeriouſly, of 
King James, whether at ſundry times 

Kildare 
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Kildare have not written three ſundry 
letters containing theſe points ſpeci- 
fied. 

The fir/? letter, upon acknowledg- 
ment of the honour which King James 
did her in former times, maketh free 
profeſſion of reſpect to him, requiring 
alſo from the King a cypher for the 
greater ſecurity ; which King James did 
refuſe, as not acquainted nor accuſtom- 
ed with that kind of intelligence ; 
whereupon Dickinſon was brought in to 
ſupply theſe wants, and the cypher was 
eftſoones ſettled between her and Sir 
Thomas Ereſkine, where it doth ſtill 
continue. This letter was written in 
the time of Eſſex, and the firſt that is 
ſuppoſed to be ſent from her. 

The ſecond, written in the time of 
Eſſex alſo, but ſince his return out of 
Ireland, contains an offer of this lady's 
uttermoſt endeavour and beſt credit, 
(which ſhe maketh to be very great), 
in undertaking the diſgrace of Cecil and 
Raleigh with the Queen ; and the let- 
ter was ſo judiciouſly and diſcreetly 

83 written, 
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written, as the party which advertiſeth 
is fully of the mind, that ſhe was inſpi- 
red and aſſiſted by a better wit than her 
own, though he do not preciſely name 
any man, but leave the trial to ſuch 
gueſles and conjectures as Cecil out of 
his judgment in this place may con- 
ceive more probably. 

In the third, one writes, that Kildare 
adviſed King James to beware of Cecil 
and of the Maſter of Gray as his great e- 
nemies. She hath written once again 
fince that, as the party writes, and a- 
bout the 6th of July laſt received an- 
{wer from his Majeſty. It is further 
advertiſed, that the Duke of Lennox 
hath been very dainty in preſenting his 
letters from hence to King James, be- 
cauſe they were not written ſo much 
to his advantage as he looked for. 

This diſpatch doth ſtay for this brief 
letter, therefore I can ſay no more, but 
only again deſire you earneſtly to draw 
from King James the truth of theſe 
particulars, whether they be clear or 
counterfeit, for thereby Cecil ſnall bet- 
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ter judge of the plainneſs of the party 
that pretends to mean honeſtly, 

Thus once again wiſhing to you, and 
thoſe whom you honour, as to my ſoul, 
and deſiring you to mark by theſe diſ- 
coveries what hazards men run that ad- 
vertiſe matters of this quality, if they 
be not very juſtly, ſecretly, and ſincere- 
ly dealt withal, 1 end, and ever reſt, 

Yours moſt affectionately, 
and conſtantly, 
HENRY HOWARD. 
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Becanſe the keeping of papers may 
be ſubject to accidents, ſudden, vio- 
lent, and deſperate, the ſafeſt courſe is 
to ſend back the manuſcripts ; and if 
your return cannot be ſpeedy, at the leaſt 
to ſlice them ſo when you have made 
extraction of points for memory againſt 
the firſt occaſion to write, as no ſenſe 
can poſſibly be made of the carcaſes ; 
but if to make ſureſt work you ſend the 
very manuſcripts themſelves, the mat- 
ter is more out of jeopardy. You 
know, Dear Mr Bruce, that I am no 


coward 
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coward in theſe courſes of adventure *, 
nor was wont to care for the manu- 
ſcripts after they were once put into 
the hands to which I directed them; 
but now that the caution of another, 
whom, for the ſervice of his Majeſty, 
whom I value far above myſelf, is by 
contidence inſerted into my care, there 
is greater cauſe for me, by his own re- 
queſt, and my own proviſional reſpect, 
to rcgard the courſe more narrowly. 
God grant it be true which is ad- 
vertiſed, that Gray hath made a league 
between King James and Queen Anne 
infringible ; for, aſſure yourſelf, no per- 
ſon under heaven ſliall be ſo glad of it 
as Cecil and I, who do as much hate 
thoſe that would put their hand be- 
tween bark and tree without juſt cauſe 
of fear, as thoſe that would forbear 
their own father that had any ill affec- 
tion, direct or indirect, to his Majeſty, 


* It is believed that he aſſiſted in carrying on 


the correſpondence between King James and 
Eſſex. 


You 
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You muſt be as wary of this ſecret, 
touching the diſcovery of Kildare, as 
if it were of the higheſt point; for the 
leaſt flaw, as well as the deepeſt wound, 
cauſeth /olutionem contimii. 

Once again, Dear Mr Bruce, adieu, 
and vouchſafe by the next from King 
James an anſwer of all particulars. In 


haſte. This 27th of Auguſt, [1602]. 
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Lord Henry Howard to Mr Edward 
Bruce, 


OU may call to mind, Dear Mr 
Bruce, that in the laſt diſpatches 

Cecil and I were very earneſt with you 
to be careful, that no letter nor adver- 
tiſement from any friend in this place 
to King James, ſhould be left in the 
hands of any ſervant of his, with an opi- 
nion of ſafe cuſtody; nor, which is 


more, not in rerum natura, if it were 
poſſible. 
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poſſible. Believe our judgments and 
integrities ſo far, both in this and other 
concerns of like moment, as to think 
that this caveat was not impertinently 
nor idly put in ; for as we are not yet 
fully ſecure of a miſchief, imminent by 
ſome ſtrange practice in this kind, fo 
will we faithfully aſſure you, that if an 
eſcape be made, it is a lucky one; for 
if greater art and expedition had not 
been uſed to avoid a counterbuft, than 
almoſt was poſſible at ſo ſtreight a 
pinch, the King had viſibly ſeen the 
ſapping of one of the ſureſt ground- 
works that in this place hath been laid 
for him. As our affections are ſtrong, 
ſo ſhall you find that our courſes are ſo 
tempered with ſound diſcretion, as we 
neither ſpeak all, nor ſometime fo much 
as others would ſpeak upon leſs occaſion, 
But ever keep in mind theſe verſes, 
which are not ſo elegant as ſententious: 


Vis ſapiens fieri, ſex ſerva que tibi 
mando, : 2 
uid loquere, et ubi, de quo, cui, quo- 
modo, quando. | 
The 
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The value of that precious and in- 
eſtimable elixir, which is in a ſort com- 
mended to our faith and love, keepeth 
us from ſleeping when many are too 
much awake, and bindeth love and vir- 
tue with an ever-watching care to keep 
that cryſtal-glaſs from knocks or bruiſes, 
which contains a treaſure of more 
worth to us than all the world, next 
to our ſovereign, ſince neither art nor 
induſtry can make cryſtal malleable, 
though that feat, ſome write, were 
tendered, though ill rewarded, by one 
of the Roman Emperors. In the 
name of God obſerve thoſe courſes of 
prevention and caution which you ſet: 
down in your laſt judicious diſcourſe; 
for though we cannot tell you of any 
plot in readineſs which might require 
a poſt; yet by the chattering of ſome 
birds, and by the cries of others, we give- 
a gueſs at foul weather. They that can 
dijudicare faciem celi, as our Saviour 
hath ſet down, may dijudicare ſigna 
temporum. All minds are not of one 
Mixture, nor all voices of one tune, 

that 
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that begin with placebo, and conclude 
with de profundis ; and God forbid. 
that no ſign ſhould advertiſe kind affec- 
tions to be well adviſed, beſide the 
ſign of Jonas in ventre ceti, or of 
Filius hominis in corde terre ; quia plus 
quam Jonas hic eſt. Where no peril is, 
abundans cautela non nocet, but proves 
providence: where peril is, the great- 
eſt care is not ſufficient, but requires 
revelation. Our humble requeſt is, 
that neither innocent affections be 
charged with the purpoſes of thoſe that 
have a further drift, nor they that live 
in leprous places cleared, ſi macula 
non ſteterit, nor any caution omitted 
that, in omnem eventum, may cauſe ſe- 
curity. Hoc opus, hic labor. 

Dear . Mr Bruce, as we have often 
heretofore been humble ſuitors to his 
Majeſty, ſo are we now more earneſt 
than ever, that Queen Anne may never 
hear the names of Cecil and Lord Hen- 
ry Howard ſo much as ſounded with a- 
ny kind affection or inclination from the 
mouths of King James, or any of his e- 
lect ; 
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let; for though we would be loth to 
harbour in our minds the leaſt ſuſpicion 
of her miſlike, or to imagine that ſhe 
would not very much rejoice to hear 
that he were ſerved and affected by per- 
ſons of no worſe quality, conſidering 
how much the greatneſs both of her 
own eſtate, and of her offspring, ſtands 
upon the love and truſt of faithful mi- 
niſters, and many bodies kindle by re- 
flection, which move not motu proprio ; 
yet ſince deep myſteries may be as well 
revealed by exceſs of joy, which we do 
rather apprehend, as by vexation of heart, 
ſince all the perſons with whom Queen 
Anne doth confidently confer, are nei- 
ther King James, the Karl of Marr, 
nor you; ſince the friends of King James 
may be taken at the bound with leſs la- 
bour than at the volee, and put into 
hazard when the chace 1s at the wall ; 
laſt of all, fince it is [not] improbable, 
that the courſes which would pleaſe 
Queen Anne well enough, if they were 
managed by her, or thoſe hat depend 
on her, will notwithſtanding dif- 

T pleaſe 
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pleaſe or pleaſe leſs, ſo long as ſhe ſu- 
ſpects ſome to be dealers (as they muſt 
ever be while this current runs) 
whom ſhe millikes, the ſafeſt courſe is, 
to contract us to the ſervice of his Ma- 
jeſty with the ring of Gyges, that may 
cauſe us to walk ever inviſible. 

For caution, it is enough that hath 
been ſaid already, in whatſoever corner 
the wind do fit: for prevention, I doubt 
not but you will be well adviſed in ſo 
great a cauſe, and therefore aſſure your- 
{elf, that our hearts are eaſed infinitely, 
by putting over this tough and churliſh 
drug, which could neither be retained 
without ſickneſs, nor devoided without 
perplexity. Dear Mr Bruce, let us in- 
treat you, that his Majeſty may confi- 
dently apprehend, that as we fear not 
any thing but weakneſs, mildneſs, and 
over great credulity in that worthy 
princeſs, upon whom the poiſon of in- 
fected humours ſeeks by illuſion and 
cozenage to work, ſo when his Majeſty, 
by ſweetneſs, wiſdom, and premoni- 
tion, ſhall fortify that part, and diſ- 

plant 
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plant both great and ſmall ſhot that dai- 
ly batters it, Idoubt not but all things 
will ſucceed happily ; and, in the mean 
time, you will witneſs both with Cecil 
and me, that in diſcharge of duty and 
affection, we may very truly and ever 
ſay, Liberavimus animas noſiras, &. 
I do remember, that in our late unluc- 
ky tragedies, many of Eſſex's friends 
were willing, that he ſhould rather 
break his neck by deſperate attempts 
ſuitable to their own humours, than 
be ſaved and redeemed by the faith 
and induſtry of Cecil, who, of all men 
living, in caſe he had found ſubjectum 
bene diſþoſitum, would have dealt beſt 
with,and perfected the work of his deli- 
verance *. God grant, that Queen Anne 
be not haunted at this inſtant with ſpi- 
rits of like quality, which cannot be 
contained within the circle of any other 
character than the King's royal preroga- 
tive, But it were better, that ſuch 


* Here is an aſſertion oppoſed to the general 
current of hiſtory. 
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ſpirits were in their hell, than ſhe 
ihould give ear to them. 

To eaſe your eye-ſight as much as 
lies in me, of idle repetition and pleo- 
naſms, I will refer you to my letter 
written to his Majeſty, concerning 
the Knight, where you ſhall find all cir- 
cumſtances ſatisfied touching the deſire 
you had to underſtand his quality ; for 
ſo baſe a man, and ſpeaking in fo foul a 
name, it is ſufficient, that King James 
hath, out of his native goodneſs, aſſu- 
red him of grace. Thiere let him make a 
pauſe ; for that harbour was never fafe 
for ſmall veſſels, but /tatio malefida ca- 
rinis, much leſs to be put in truſt cm 
claſſe regia. King James hath expreſl- 
ed his judicious conceit, in ſuſpending 
the Maſter of Gray from both preſen- 
ces; ior I proteſt to God, I have not 
more wondered at any thing, than his 
late reſtitution to grace, conſidering 
how plainly and particularly the ſtate of 
his credit in this place was known to 
King James before, and with all the 
ſleightnels of his quick fingering. The 

chiefeſt 
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chiefeſt motive was to colour, as we 
judge, the myſtery of intelligence, 
which being but a circumſtance, muſt 
give way to ſubſtance upon dilcovery. 
Touching the proportion of benevo- 
lence, aſſure his Majeſty, that the 
courſe ſhall be kept which was ſet down, 
and ſhadows ſhall be caſt, rather by gi- 
ving meat and drink to the growte- 
headed boy *, than any waſte allowed 
to the father for purſuit of practices. 
For Cecil reſolves not only to ſhut up 
his own purſe, but the Queen's alſo, 


from contributions to giddineſs; for 


preterierunt dies illi; fucceſſuri melio— 
res. | 
Cecil and Iare very glad, that the Laird 


of Weemes | had no better warrant 
for 


*The Maſter of Gray's ſon is here meant. 


+ Sir James Colvill of Eaſter Weemes, ſerved 


with reputation in the armies of Henry IV. of 


France. He appears to have been a buſy man at. 
this period, when every one was buſtling and 


plotting, though often to little effect. There is 


extant in the Advocate's Library, A. 1. 34. No, 
T 3 34- 
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for his traffick with this buſy body. The 
man is not honeſt, nor was drawn to 
this diſcovery of Mowbray's * treaſon 
by love to the King, but merely upon 
ſpleen and malice to the party upon the 
fractions of old amity. In this point 


24. a letter from him to Mr Edward Bruce, da- 
ted Calais, iſt January, O. S. [1603.], as ap- 
pears from mcntion being made in it of the 
Duke of Savoy's attempt on Geneva; where- 
in he ſays, © It greifis mekil in my paſſing 
* throuche Ingland, the los he hes for lack of 
ſam reſident honeſt man, in whom harthe his 
Majeſtie micht confyd, and fik as interly love 
him, micht aſſur themſelfis: For to be plain, 
1 dout utheris, for cauſis I vil not vret. I 
pray the Lord grant him that grace, that he 
may ſaveur them quha lovis him above al. I 
dout not bot or now ze have reſavit my letter 
from Londoun, deſyring erneſtly to kaaw the 
ſucces of that maiter aganis his Majeſtie. I 
houp vithe the grace of God to diſcover mair 
in that nor his Majeſtie hes zit hard, as alſo in 
ſundry other practices agains him,” In 1604 
he was created a Peer, by the ſtyle of Lord 
Celvill of Culreſs. 

* Francis Mowbray, ſon of the Laird of 
Barnbougle. Sce Spottiſaocode's Hiſtory, p. 471. 


1 


we 
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we will fay no more, but only wiſh, for 
the good of the King's !ervice, that he 
neither have encouragement to come, 
nor entertainment though he ſhould 
chance to come; which 1 do not think 
will happen, becauſe Cecil's angels have 
him in charge * for the working out 
of more {tuff if it be poſſible, and his 
penſion ſeaſons him in the giddineſs of 
his natural and habitual uncertainties. 
From Francis Mowbray Cecil did ne- 
ver hear word ſince the laſt which was 
advertiſed, which makes him to won- 
der both at the pauſe and at the motive 
that may cauſe it after ſo large pro- 
miſes. Cecil will obſerve the King's 
direction, as well in mining by inven- 
tion and ſubornation into his ends, as 
by continuing the penſion, though he 
have very ill deſerved it. He doth 
concur with the judgement of King 
James touching the peril that may 


* Tn this expreſſion, which is ſomewhat pro- 
fane, it is plain that the go/den angels of Cecil 
are intended, | 


grow 
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grow by driving him into deſpair for 
want of provender, before the cloſe 
decks be diſcovered. You may in like 
ſort aſſure King James, that Cecil will 
take no extraordinary courſe with him 
about King James's particular, till he 
take him with more meat in his mouth, 
and the matter be ſo pregnant, as nega- 
tives would be found both ridiculous 
and impudent. 

Touching Hamilton, you received 
light ſufficient by that which was ad- 
vertiſed before; what{oever comes in by 
addition to that, is alchymy; notwith- 
{ſtanding Cecil and 1 do infinitely deſire 
to know the particulars which both Ha- 
milton and Percy bring in letter or in 
credit; for experience hath taught both 
you and us, how ſafe an truſt and free- 
dom is in both hands; and therefore by 
particularities we ſhall diſcern the drift 
of all inventions and purpoſes: For 
Northumberland runs ſtill ſo rankly 
upon the bias of Raleigh and his com- 
bination, as it is more than probable, 
that under the colour of inward truſt 


to 
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to Percy, he will add to the King's text 
ſome periphraſes, as he did the lait time 
he ſent thither, and either write or 
ſend more than he imparts to Cecil, 
according to the legerdemain of his old 
juggling. Upon knowledge of all points 
we ſhall [be] able to give a likely gueſs 
to what end he ſets up his figure. 

Cecil deals by this difpatch with the 
pigeon * to forbear to meddle hence- 
forth with ——— for I cannot blame 
a man that deals in matters of that mo- 
ment, though he be unwilling to ac- 
quaint ſo baſe a perſon with ſo deep a 
myſtery. We fear that you have dealt 
too gently with Dethick : for never did 
we hear of ſo ſleeveleſs an excuſe of fo 
ſtrange a tragedy, no likel:haod at all 
appearing to our judgement, by which 
any one word that he voucheth for him- 
ſelf ſhould be juſtified. Were he now 
with us as he is with you, we ſhould 
teach him which way judicare came in- 


* He means Nicolſon, agent in Scotland for 
Queen Eliſabeth, 
to 
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to the creed. For I proteſt to God, 
when I compare the manner of your 
proceedings there with the nature of 
your nation, and the diverſity of mo- 
tives that are either raiſed, or of them- 
ſelves ariſe, and ſee the King ſtill ſafe, 
I cry out with Chryſoſtom, O miracu- 
lum! But it is not ſtrange, that qui ha- 
bitat in adjutorio Altiſſimi, in protec- 
tione Dei cœli commorabitur. 

It is now high time to eaſe both you 
and myſelf with a ſhort concluſion of 
ſo large perplexed premiſes ; where- 
fore, Dear Mr Bruce, wiſhing to you, 
as to my own ſoul, and ever preſu- 
ming of your favour in procuring dif- 
penſation to pure adventurous unſpot- 
ted faith, I take my leave, and ever reſt, 
as you ſhall ever find, yours moſt at- 
fectionately to be commanded, 

HENRY HOWARD *. 


I am ſo weary, as I can neither point 
it nor read it over; therefore you muſt 
forgive errors. 


Probably written ſoon after that of the 27th 
Auguſt 1602. 
L E T- 


227 


MMF XV. 


Lord Henry Howard to the Earl of 
Marr. 


Have ſo fully touched all points, 
Moſt Noble, Dear and Worthy Earl 
of Marr, mentioned in your laſt diſ- 
patch, in thoſe letters which by this I 
ſend to King James and Mr Edward 
Bruce, as it ſhall be neither needful 
nor convenient by idle repetitions to 
clog your ſtomach with coleworts twice 
fodden. This favour I do only require 
of your worthy ſelf, that you will ſe- 
cond the King's gracious and {weet diſ- 
poſition, in applying all advices to the 
fame reſpective, humble, and careful 
ends to which they are addreſſed in our 
affection. For every prince has not his 
property in making the beit uſe, for his | 
own ſatisfaction and preſervation, out of WO 
counſels commanded without colours, 
For death itſelf, I proteſt, ſhall never 


make 
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make me ſhadow any danger that may 
endanger him, after whom, I hope, 
there ſhall be ever propagation and in- 
tereſt, but no longer joy and comfort 
to true labourers. His method may be 
as eaſy to conſtruction, as inclinable to 
demonſtrate truth ; and that which ap- 
peareth unto us /ub nube, may be made 
more evident to him uſing prudent 
conſideration and plain compariſon : to 
both which we humbly ſubmit the 
ſcope both of our addreſſes and adver- 
tiſements ; for this is the right courſe 
vere et ingenue liberandi animam 
meam, ] joy to find the mind of King 
James ſo ſecured touching doubts, and 
aſſure myſelf that confidence will be 
the greateſt encouragement to conſtan- 
cy, wiſhing from my ſoul, that they 
which would caſt lots upon that ſeam- 
leſs coat, might ſhare in all unhappi- 
nels. 

In this place we wax every day fo 
ſound and reſolute in all things that 
concern the preſervation of ineſtimable 
King James, and the furtherance of his 

aflairs, 
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affairs, as it were not abſurd to wiſh, 
that in generality things were but in 
the ſame ſecurity with you that they 
are with us ; for I ſo dare aflure you all 
hopes would ſucceed happily. Blame 
us not therefore if we ſeek to remove 
all rubs out of the alley, be they great 
or ſmall ; which though they do not 
loſe the game, yet hinder thoſe that are 
true mates, and of our fide, from hand- 
— 

In this place all is quiet, and hath 
ever been without diſturbance, ſince 
that Cobham by ſickneſs, and Raleigh 
by directions, were abſent from court: 
for though Northumberland, to main- 
tain life in the party, were directed by 
them to attend the progreſs, yet his 
head is ſo ſhallow, and his friends are 
ſo few, as he was not able to make 
good the firſt point of their project, 
which was to give intelligence, much 
leſs to carry the ſovereign. Being 
weary of ill lodgings, in reſpect of his 
patched body, he made a ſudden retreat, 
and now means to go down to viſit his 


U Damon 
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Damon Raleigh, who is come from his 
ſtand into Dorſet ſhire, which hath an- 
gered the Queen exceedingly, becauſe 
he did it without premonition of his 
purpoſe for fear of a countermand : ſo 
gracious doth his own conſcience hold 
him at this inſtant with her Majeſty. 
Here was in court a great diſcourage- 
ment among the wiſer and better ſort, 
upon the ſudden report of Sir Francis 
Vere's being hurt in the face *, and 
ſo upward toward the head, as was 
thought to death. Northumberland, 


on the other ſide, began to work for 


that employment, and my Lord Grey 
for the Brille; but Charon Þ doth in- 
fallibly advertiſe his being out of peril 
of life, which in affections of divers 

tempers, hath cauſed paſſions of divers 
qualities, Though the worſt had hap- 
pened, I dare aſſure your Lordſhip, that 
the ſtate being thoroughly acquainted 


* Near Grave in Aug 1602; Winwood, 
vo. 1. P. 433+ 


+ Agent at London for the States of the Uni- 
ted Provinces, 


with 
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with his debility in many kinds, and his 
giddineſs in the generality, reſolves to 
marſhal him where, though he do no 
good, yet he ſhall do leſs hurt than in 
that government. I think ſome of the 
beſt would be as glad with a good er- 
rand to ſend him out of the way, as the 
apoſtles did the clamorous beggar with 
a dimitte eum quia clamat joſt nos, 
but yet ſo as they do not ponere ru- 
mores ante ſalutem. 

The Queen our ſovereign was never 
fo gallant many years, nor ſo ſet upon 
jollity. Her council, and others by 
compact, had perſuaded her to give up 
the progreſs into the welt for this year, 
by reaſon of the hindrance of harveſt, 
by the taking up of carts, and the peo- 
ple's groans ; but ſhe is come about a- 


gain to hold it on, as far as my Lord 


of Hartford's, which is fifty miles from 
hence ; and order is given yeſterday for 
the remove the fame day ſeven- night; 
hunting or diſporting in the mean time 
every other day, which is the people's 
ague; and if things go forward, or 

U 2 continue 
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continue the next year as they are in 
preſent, will give a motive of excep- 
tion to Sir Walter Raleigh againſt the 
Prophet David, thar affirms the age of 
man, but not as he will think the age 
of woman, to be ſeventy years ; and 
whatſoever doth exceed that period, to 
be labor et dolor. 

The deputy proceeds in the north * 
happily againſt Tyrone, who now lives 
like a plain kern upon ſtrengths, only 
hoping of ſupplies from Spain, having 
already received coin; and in truth the 
ſtate here is very doubtſul that forces 
will come, becauſe preparations are 
made ; and though they ſeem not yet 
ſufficient for ſuch an enterpriſe, yet 
many ſands make a ſhelf, many atoms 
a world, and many ſprings a river. 

The Archduke is ariſen with his 
whole forces from the place where he 
lay near to Grave, whether for famine, 
as we ſay, or for ſome other deſign, 
will appear ere it be long, by obſerva- 
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tion of the courſe which he takes in- 
ſtantly. 

Queen Eliſabeth never uſed me in 
my life ſo well as ſhe doth now, making 
a poor uſe of my aptneſs for her hu- 
mour of recreation and jollity, for 
which 1 am only fit, being otherwiſe 
unable to ſound the deeps of her capa- 
City, by the weight of my conſideration, 
in greater things. PILES 

If I could envy any thing in the Earl 
of Marr, it is the comfort of his eye, 
in beholding with fruition whom 1 do 
only ſee by faitly; but ſince I am fo far 
from envy, as to wiſh all comforts aug- 
mented and multiplied to ſo worthy 
and dear a friend, J will humbly and 
daily in my prayers commend your 
health and happineſs to God, in whom 
it is et velle et perficere ; and wiſh- 
ing to your Lordſhip, as to my ſoul, 
reſt ever | 

Moſt affectionately, devoted 
at your commandment, 
HENRT HOWARD. 


[The 
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[The preceding letter was written a- 
bout the beginning of September 1602, 


as appears from the mention made of 
Sir Francis Vere's wound. ] 


F XVI. 


Lord Henry Howard to Mr Edward 
a 


I Had forgotten to advertiſe you of 
one thing, Dear Mr Bruce, which 
is the late diſcovery made here of traf- 
fic between Daniel and George Brooke, 
brother to Cobham, who ſometimes 
favouring, ſometimes taxing his bro- 
ther's tricks, may be drawn eaſily to 
ſaggeſt any thing apainſt his old maſter 
for his Mecænaſes. I would not adviſe 
ſecrecy to one, that is more careful of 
our ſecurities than ourſelves; and yet 
to one that hath ſo lately ſerved in this 
houſe, and under that title may creep 
into the conceits of well-aftected per- 

| ſons, 


— 
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ſons, it is neceſſary to put in a caveat, 
becauſe whatſoever ſuch a one ſhould 
ſuggeſt hither or here at his return, out 
of the leaſt likelihood, would be repu- 
ted verius evangelio. Dixi, and will 
ever reſt, 


Yours moſt affectionately, 
for ever, 


Henry HOWARD *., 


* There is no circumſtance in this letter from 
which its date may be diſcovered. 
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